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INTRODUCTORY   NOTE 

Except  where  otherwise  stated^  the  incidents  and 
statistics  in  this  Popular  Re  fort  of  the  British  and 
Foreign  Bible  Society  belong  to  last  year's  record.  Herey 
it  is  only  possible  to  offer  a  periscopic  view  of  the  main 
aspects  of  the  Society's  operations.  For  a  more  detailed 
account  the  reader  is  referred  to  the  Hundred  and 
Eleventh  Annual  Report,  price  One  Shilling. 

T.   H.   DARLOW, 

Literary  Superintendent. 
THE  BIBLE  HOUSE, 
August,  1915. 
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PRELUDE 

AMONG  the  weapons  which  have  carved  out  history 
and  shaped  the  world  one  stands  pre-eminent,  as 
the  oldest  and  most  universal  of  all.  Long  before 
men  had  learned  to  write,  they  were  busy  smelting 
copper  and  tin  and  iron,  and  forging  rude  blades 
out  of  metal.  Fashioned  in  many  shapes  and  sizes, 
the  sword  has  two  essential  parts — a  blade  and 
a  handle  or  hilt.  Primitive  bronze  swords,  dug 
up  from  some  ruined  temple  or  tumulus,  are  some 
times  straight-edged  and  sometimes  leaf-shaped. 
The  Lacedaemonian  sword  was  short,  for  thrusting. 
The  Roman  sword  is  found  of  differing  lengths, 
almost  as  various  as  the  countries  it  conquered. 
Down  through  centuries  of  struggle,  this  "  white 
weapon"  developed  into  forms  as  diverse  as  the  Scot 
tish  claymore  and  the  Albanian  cutlass,  the  rapier  of 
Toledo  and  the  sabre  of  Japan.  But  in  every  corner 
of  the  earth  fighting  men  have  wielded  some  kind 
of  sword.  Made  originally  for  hand-to-hand  combat, 
to  cleave  and  to  smite,  this  weapon  for  attack  grew 
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to  be  also  an  arm  of  defence :  it  was  used  not 
merely  to  cut,  and  thrust,  but  also  to  guard  and 
parry ;  it  was  strong  to  protect  as  well  as  to  assail. 
So  the  sword  outlasted  dynasties  and  nations,  and 
became  an  emblem  of  the  warfare  and  honour  and 
martyrdom  of  man.  In  the  words  of  an  old 
chronicler,  "it  was  everywhere  regarded  as  the 
support  of  courage,  as  the  foe  of  perfidy,  as  the 
token  of  commandment,  as  the  companion  of 
authority — as  the  visible  sign  of  sovereignty,  of 
conquest,  and  of  punishment." 

No  other  weapon  enters  so  intimately  into  the 
symbolism  of  human  life.  It  gleams  through 
legend  and  literature,  through  poetry  and  art  and 
ritual  observance.  The  sword  is  still  held  in  the 
hand  of  Justice,  and  carried  in  state  before  the 
king.  To  surrender  the  sword  was  submission. 
To  break  the  sword  was  degradation.  To  kiss  the 
sword  —  on  its  crossleted  hilt  —  was  the  highest 
form  of  homage  and  oath.  "Lay  on  our  royal 
sword  your  banished  hands,"  said  Richard  II  to  the 
men  from  whom  he  exacted  a  pledge  before  they 
went  into  exile.  The  touch  of  the  sword  on  the 
shoulder  conferred  the  prize  of  knighthood.  A 
true  knight  was  "as  brave  as  his  own  sword- 
blade,"  which  would  leap  from  its  scabbard  in  the 
cause  of  innocence  and  weakness  and  at  the  call 
of  honour.  The  sword  cut  the  Gordian  knot  of 
difficulty,  and  defended  the  sanctity  of  covenants. 
The  pommel  of  a  sword  has  served  for  a  seal : 
Charles,  the  Great  Emperor,  said,  when  he  used 
it  to  put  his  stamp  upon  treaties,  "  I  sign  them  with 
this  end,  and  with  the  other  I  will  take  care  that 
they  are  kept."  So  the  "  good  sword  "  stood  for  a 
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token  of  what  men  prized  and  hallowed  most — the 
symbol  of  their  loyalty  and  fortitude,  rather  than 
the  instrument  of  their  cruelty  and  pride.  To-day, 
indeed,  the  glory  and  glamour  of  this  ancient 
symbol  are  waxing  dim.  The  sword  has  fallen  from 
its  high  estate.  In  modern  warfare  it  is  discarded 
and  obsolete,  superseded  by  the  machine-gun.  In 
modern  society  it  has  dwindled  into  disuse,  and 
survives  as  a  mere  decoration  worn  in  court 
ceremonial.  Yet  when  a  naval  or  military  officer 
is  buried,  his  sword  still  goes  with  him  to  the 
grave.  "  Lay  a  sword  on  my  coffin,"  said  Heine  : 
"I  have  fought  a  good  fight  in  the  liberation- war 
of  humanity."  Some  inkling  of  the  same  truth 
inspired  the  mystical  Moslem  proverb,  which  tells 
us  that  Paradise  lies  under  the  shadoiv  of  swords. 

Between  the  book  and  the  sword  there  is  kin 
ship  as  well  as  contrast.  For  the  Bible  is  as 
catholic  as  humanity,  and  its  message  is  not  all 
pitched  in  one  key.  The  symbols  and  metaphors 
of  Scripture  correspond  with  the  great  paradox  of 
Christian  experience.  On  the  one  hand  a  Christ- 
bearing  character  is  illustrated  by  the  mustard-seed 
and  the  leaven.  The  spiritual  life  grows  in  secret, 
by  night,  while  men  sleep.  The  grace  of  God  works 
slowly,  silently,  in  hidden  fashion,  until  it  permeates 
and  subdues  and  transforms  man's  whole  nature. 
Yet  on  the  other  hand  the  Bible  gives  us  counter- 
pictures  drawn  from  another  world  of  imagery — 
taken  from  salt  and  light  and  thunder  and  conflict, 
"from  things  that  flash  and  glitter  and  smite  and 
sting."  Christian  experience  carries  in  itself  not  less 
surely  what  can  only  be  compared  to  the  flame  of 
fire  and  the  peal  of  trumpets  and  the  clash  of  swords. 
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The  Bible  has  been  called  the  book  of  the  wars 
of  the  Lord.  It  is  at  home  on  the  battlefield;  for, 
like  human  history,  it  is  full  of  fighting.  How 
seldom  do  we  remember  that  the  psalms  of  David 
were  written  by  a  soldier ;  or  that  the  Lord  of 
hosts  means  literally  the  God  of  armies.  Even  the 
first  Christmas  carol  of  peace  on  earth  among  men 
of  goodwill  was  sung  by  "  a  multitude  of  the 
heavenly  host" — or  as  Tindale  renders  it,  "a  multi 
tude  of  heavenly  soldiers."  When  Christ  spoke 
about  legions  of  angels,  His  very  words  implied 
regiments  and  battalions.  And  among  the  awful 
visions  of  the  Apocalypse  we  meet  the  armies  that 
are  in  heaven,  riding  after  their  Captain :  He  is 
clothed  with  a  vesture  dipped  in  blood,  and  in 
righteousness  He  doth  judge  and  make  war. 

Outside  Westminster  Hall,  and  looking  towards 
the  grey  Abbey,  stands  the  statue  of  Oliver  Crom 
well  :  one  hand  holds  a  sword  and  the  other  hand 
clasps  a  Bible.  Time  has  taught  us  to  recognize 
Cromwell's  rank  among  the  very  foremost  rulers  of 
England.  And  he  has  been  rightly  called  "  one  of 
the  world's  great  Bible-men.  The  Scriptures  are 
woven  with  the  tissues  of  his  thoughts  and  emotions, 
and  as  he  thought  and  felt,  so  he  spoke,"  and  so 
he  lived  and  died.  Like  Cromwell,  many  of  our 
bravest  soldiers  have  fortified  their  souls  by  means 
of  the  sacrament  of  Holy  Scripture.  The  captains 
who  faced  and  quelled  the  fury  of  the  Indian 
mutiny — men  like  Lawrence,  and  "  the  preaching, 
praying,  psalm-singing  Baptist "  Havelock — wrere 
ardent  lovers  of  the  Bible.  And  Earl  Roberts,  the 
veteran  Field  Marshal  who  only  last  year  found  a 
sepulchre  among  his  peers  in  St.  Paul's,  l?ore  un- 
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flinching  public  testimony  to  the  Book  of  God, 
from  which  he  himself  drank  wisdom  and  courage 
day  by  day. 

Gordon  and  the  Bible, 

We  may  point  to  another  shining  example. 
Within  living  memory  one  great  soldier  has  been 
acclaimed  and  accepted  as  their  hero  by  the  British 
race.  When  the  news  came,  thirty  years  ago,  that 
General  Gordon  had  fallen  at  Khartoum,  the  whole 
nation  thrilled  with  a  passion  of  personal  grief  and 
wrath.  Englishmen  of  all  sorts  and  conditions  paid 
homage  to  Gordon's  character — his  courage  that 
never  quailed,  his  utter  self-forgetfulness,  his  quiet 
contempt  for  wealth  and  dignities,  his  profound 
mystical  Christian  faith.  After  he  died  at  his 
lonely  post  in  the  desert,  he  became  canonized  in 
popular  imagination  and  passed  into  our  history  as 
the  type  of  a  soldier-saint.  Gordon  was  emphatically 
a  man  of  God,  as  well  as  a  man  of  war;  and  he 
nourished  his  fiery  soul  by  constant  loving  study 
of  the  Scriptures.  His  brother  wrote  : 

"  From  having  lived  so  much  in  solitude,  General  Gordon  had  come 
to  care  less  for  our  ordinary  Church  services  and  sermons,  drawing 
his  hopes  of  salvation  from  the  Bible  alone.  .  .  .  He  took  his  stand 
upon  the  Bible,  and  in  distress  of  mind  or  in  time  of  hesitation  he 
turned  to  it  for  advice.  His  Bible  was  to  him  his  friend  and  com 
panion  in  time  of  trouble." 

To  quote  Gordon's  own  words  : 

"  I  have  been  much  blessed  in  my  career,  for  I  feel  I  possess  none 
of  the  talents  which  make  great  men  ;  but  in  comparison  with  the 
pleasures  of  this  life,  nothing  can  compare  with  the  wonderful  things 
God  shows  us  in  the  Scriptures." 

It  was  the  secret  of  Gordon's  greatness  that  he 
blended  together  the  book  and  the  sword. 
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Self-devotion  for  the  sake  of  one's  country  is  not 
indeed  in  itself  a  virtue  which  is  distinctively 
Christian.  That  fierce  devotion  lives  in  modern 
Japan,  just  as  it  lived  in  ancient  Greece  and  Rome. 
It  does  not  take  a  good  Christian  to  make  a  good 
soldier;  but,  as  the  Bishop  of  Oxford  points  out,  it 
does  take  a  good  soldier  to  make  a  good  Christian. 
For  the  soldierly  spirit  is  just  "that  elemental 
quality  in  man  which  our  Lord  demands  in  every 
one  who  would  be  His  disciple.  He  stands  over 
every  human  soul,  expecting,  welcoming,  and 
blessing  just  the  quality  which  we  see  in  the 
recruit — the  ready  sacrifice,  the  detachment,  the 
enlistment  in  a  cause  which  demands  his  all, 
the  self-training,  the  courage,  the  unsparing 
discipline,  the  determination  to  do  and  die."  Yes,  it 
takes  a  good  soldier  to  make  a  good  Christian. 

Now  this  gallant,  loyal,  dauntless  character  is 
exemplified  and  enforced  all  through  the  Bible. 
The  high  virtues  of  honour  and  fortitude  and  self- 
forgetful  passion,  which  Scripture  can  breed  in  the 
men  who  pore  over  its  pages,  are  the  very  virtues 
which  actual  warfare  claims  and  requires.  To  fight 
for  human  rights  and  liberties  when  they  are  ruth 
lessly  trampled  under  foot  is  to  breathe  an  atmo 
sphere  in  which  the  New  Testament  and  the  Psalter 
reveal  their  inner  meaning.  The  Russians  have  a 
proverb  which  affirms  that  the  man  who  has  never 
been  a  soldier  has  not  learned  how  to  say  his 
prayers.  War  is  a  supreme  test  of  reality,  it  briDgs 
us  back  among  things  elemental  and  eternal,  it 
forces  us  to  face  the  naked  facts  of  life  and  death ; 
and  we  turn  then,  as  perhaps  we  never  turned 
before,  to  God  and  to  God's  Book.  * 
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The  outbreak  of  war  only  makes  more  urgent 
and  more  obvious  the  duty  of  those  who  are 
charged  with  the  stewardship  of  distributing  the 
Scriptures.  Amid  the  conflict  and  distress  of 
nations  the  Bible  Society  is  going  on  with  its  proper 
business  and  steadily  carrying  out  the  object  for 
which  it  exists.  The  war,  instead  of  crippling  its 
energies,  has  only  multiplied  its  opportunities  and 
obligations.  During  last  year  it  sent  out  above  TEN 
MILLION  volumes.  Moreover,  for  putting  the  Word 
of  God  into  the  hands  of  the  combatants — without 
distinction  between  friend  and  foe — the  Bible  Society 
possesses  unique  machinery  and  polyglot  resources, 
which  give  it  facilities  for  reaching  where  no  other 
institution  can  reach,  and  for  doing  what  no  other 
institution  can  do. 

As  we  record  this  wonderful  output  last  year  of 
over  ten  million  books,  we  must  needs  pause 
reverently  to  bless  God  for  the  fathers  and  founders 
of  the  Bible  Society.  We  call  to  mind  how  those  men 
had  faith  to  gird  themselves  for  their  task  amid 
the  gloom  of  a  national  crisis,  while  England  was 
grappling  with  Napoleon  in  a  life-and-death  struggle 
for  her  independence,  her  very  existence.  In  1804 
the  country  lived  in  daily  dread  of  invasion :  our 
trade  was  half-ruined,  our  poor  were  half-starving. 
Yet  under  such  stormy  and  menacing  war-clouds, 
Christian  men  had  courage  to  join  hands  in  order 
that  they  might  send  the  Gospel  to  every  human 
creature  in  his  own  tongue.  And  though  Europe 
to-day  is  enduring  another  ordeal,  not  less  stern 
and  terrible  than  theirs,  we  stand  pledged  to  per 
severe  in  the  same  sacred  mission — by  the  grace 
of  our  fathers'  God. 
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FORGED  ON  THE  ANVIL 

"It  was  wrought  not  with  hands  to  smite, 
Nor  hewn  after  swordsmiths'  fashion, 

Nor  tempered  on  anvil  of  steel; 
But  with  visions  and  dreams  of  the  night, 
But  with  hope,  and  the  patience  of  passion, 
And  the  signet  of  love  for  a  seal." 

SWINBURNE  :  Songs  before  Sunrise. 

ENDLESS  is  the  conflict  which  the  Church  of  God 
must  wage,  without  truce  or  treaty,  against  the 
evil  that  is  in  the  world.  Each  generation  of  the 
faithful  girds  itself  afresh  to  do  battle  with  human 
iniquity  and  cruelty  and  falsehood,  to  wrestle  against 
the  principalities  and  powers  of  darkness,  against 
spiritual  wickedness  in  high  places.  And  in  this 
warfare,  Christian  teachers  and  preachers  and  mis 
sionaries  need  one  weapon,  above  and  beyond  every 
other.  The  Christian  life  waxes  mighty  to  overcome, 
when  it  is  rooted  and  grounded  in  the  Christian 
Scriptures.  No  Church  can  be  finally  victorious 
which  forgets  or  abandons  the  Bible.  No  mission 
makes  permanent  spiritual  conquests  which  is  cut 
off  from  the  New  Testament  in  the  vulgar  tongue. 
At  Zanzibar,  the  cathedral  of  the  Universities'  Mis 
sion  to  Central  Africa  stands  on  the  site  of  what 
was  the  public  slave-market  only  a  few  years  ago ; 
and  Bishop  Steere's  grave  behind  the  altar  marks  the 
spot  occupied  by  the  old  whipping-post  where  slaves 
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were  scourged.  Now  it  was  Bishop  Steere,  the  great 
missionary  translator,  who  laid  down  in  his  letter 
to  the  Bible  Society  an  axiom,  which  can  never  be 
quoted  too  often :  "  Our  work  must  be  all  unsound 
without  a  vernacular  Bible — and  this  the  Society 
has  made  possible  to  us." 

The  Tempering  of  Steel* 

To  translate  the  Bible  into  the  languages  of  the 
world,  so  that  each  man  may  read  God's  message  to 
him  in  his  own  mother-tongue,  belongs  to  the  mission 
of  the  universal  Church,  a  mission  which  is  still  only 
in  part  fulfilled.  The  task  of  fashioning  a  fresh 
version  of  Scripture  may  be  likened  to  the  task  of 
forging  a  sword.  To  begin  with,  it  can  never  be 
done  properly  by  any  mechanical  contrivance. 
Machinery  does  wonders :  but  no  machinery  can 
compare  with  hand-work  in  producing  good  sword- 
blades.  Indeed,  the  craft  of  the  swordsmith 
demands  personal  skill  of  a  high  order.  He  works 
throughout  with  hammer  and  anvil,  and  determines 
the  true  shape  and  weight  and  poise  of  a  weapon, 
not  by  measurement  but  by  the  instinct  of  an  expert. 
Moreover,  the  secret  of  a  sword  lies  almost  entirely 
in  the  tempering.  To  make  steel  sharp,  it  must  be 
hardened ;  to  make  it  elastic,  it  must  be  toughened. 
There  is  a  subtle  treatment  which  unites  these  two 
contrary  qualities  in  the  same  blade.  The  curious 
product  called  damask-steel  —  because  its  early 
home  was  Damascus — possessed  them  both,  and  to 
this  all  the  famous  Eastern  blades  owed  their 
celebrity.  True  damask-steel  exhibited  a  surface 
figured  with  wavy  lines.  It  was  so  ductile  and  so 
malleable  that  it  could  be  hammered  cold :  yet 
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it  became  "  as  sharp  as  tyranny "  when  tempered, 
and  took  an  edge  as  keen  as  the  north  wind;  and 
with  all  this  it  was  as  supple  as  whalebone.  At  one 
time  people  supposed  that  the  secret  of  such  steel 
had  been  forgotten  and  lost ;  but  a  modern  Russian 
swordsmith  has  fashioned  blades  which  would  bend 
till  the  point  touched  the  hilt,  and  which  would  also 
cut  through  an  iron  bar. 

Now  these  things  are  pictures  and  parables  of 
the  task  of  the  translator.  An  ideal  version  must 
be  as  exact  as  the  keen  edge  of  a  razor,  and  yet 
at  the  same  time  as  idiomatic  as  a  proverb  and 
as  flexible  as  a  folk-song.  The  problem  of  trans 
lating  the  Scriptures  can  only  be  solved  by  what 
we  may  describe  as  the  "tempering"  of  language. 
And  the  dialect  of  a  savage  tribe  demands  in 
credible  toil  and  immeasurable  patience  before  its 
crude  substance  can  be  subdued  into  the  service  of 
the  Gospel. 

Intractible  Tongues. 

Some  of  the  strange  obstacles  met  with  in  trans 
lating  the  Bible  have  been  illustrated  by  Professor 
A.  F.  Chamberlain  in  Harpers  Magazine  for  October, 
1910.  He  quotes  the  Italian  maxim,  "  traduttore, 
traditore  " — to  translate  means  to  betray ;  though 
he  admits  that  some  gifted  scholars,  among  the 
faithless  faithful  found,  have  attained  success  in  this 
most  exacting  of  human  arts. 

Unexpected  difficulties  arise  even  in  connexion 
with  the  proper  names  which  occur  in  Scripture. 
For  example,  when  rendering  the  New  Testament 
into  Nama,  the  language  of  the  region  through 
which  General  Botha  has  just  marched  in  South- 
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"  LUTHER'S  FIRST  STUDY  OF  THE  BIBLE." 

From  the  painting  by  E.  M.  Ward,  R.A.,  in  the  Bible  House,  London. 
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West  Africa,  the  names  of  our  Lord  create  a 
curious  problem.  It  is  usual  merely  to  transliterate 
the  Latin  terms  Jesus  and  Christus ;  but  in  this 
Hottentot  tongue  -s  is  a  suffix  which  indicates  a 
female,  and  thus  Jesus,  or  Christus,  would  be  under 
stood  as  the  name  of  a  woman.  The  Hottentot 
suffix  which  indicates  the  male  sex  is  -6,  and  there 
fore  Jesub  and  Christub  are  the  forms  which  these 
names  must  take,  in  order  to  be  thoroughly  exact 
and  grammatical.  Following  on  these  lines,  other 
Biblical  names  must  appear  as  Moseb,  Amob,  Thomab, 
Zaccheub ;  but  Ahab,  Job,  Jacob,  and  Beelzebub 
would  pass  muster  in  the  form  known  to  us. 
Rahab  would  find  her  name  changed  into  Rahas, 
while  Sennacherib  might  retain  his  with  impunity. 

In  the  speech  of  certain  primitive  peoples  there 
exist  words  that  are  peculiar  to  women  and  are 
used  by  them  alone.  For  instance,  the  version  of 
the  Lord's  Prayer  in  the  language  of  the  Kootenay 
Indians  in  British  Columbia  and  Idaho,  made  by 
the  Jesuit  missionary  Father  P.  J.  de  Smet  in  the 
first  half  of  the  nineteenth  century,  begins  thus, 
Katitonatla.  But  only  a  man  or  a  boy  among 
these  Indians  can  grammatically  pray  with  the 
word  Katitonatla,  which  means  "our  Father" 
when  a  male  person  is  speaking.  No  woman  or 
girl  could  properly  use  that  term:  for  them,  the 
correct  phrase  would  be  Kasonatla,  which  means 
literally  "  Father  of  us  "  when  a  female  is  speaking. 
The  Kootenay  language  does  not  possess  any  term 
of  such  general  significance  as  "Father  of  us  all," 
men  and  women  included. 

In  not  a  few  languages,  especially  in  certain 
tongues  of  the  African  negroes,  a  good  many  words 

11 


THE  BOOK  AND  THE  SWORD 

are  forbidden  to  women ;  because  these  words 
resemble,  or  even  suggest,  the  name  of  some  man 
related  to  them  by  marriage — father-in-law  or 
brother-in-law.  And  there  are  corresponding  words 
tabooed  for  a  man,  because  they  suggest  his  wife's 
relations,  especially  his  mother-in-law.  Among  the 
Zulus,  for  instance,  who  compel  a  married  woman 
to  cut  herself  off  from  her  father-in-law  and  all  her 
husband's  male  relations,  the  prohibition  goes  so  far 
that  "  she  is  not  allowed  to  pronounce  their  names 
even  mentally."  This  gave  rise  to  an  almost  distinct 
dialect  current  among  Zulu  women.  In  Kele,  a 
Congo  language,  the  parable  of  the  Lost  Sheep 
could  not  at  one  time  be  rendered  in  a  version 
to  be  used  by  men  and  women  alike,  because  of  a 
taboo  which  interfered  with  the  Kele  equivalent 
for  "ninety-nine."  A  list  of  quite  thirty  of  the 
words  for  which  alternatives  must  be  found  in  the 
Kele  tongue,  includes  such  common  terms  as  oil, 
meat,  leaf,  man,  water,  fire,  ear,  eyes,  fish,  path,  market, 
tongue,  breast,  etc.  Though  the  extent  of  this  word- 
taboo  has  probably  been  exaggerated,  it  exists  in 
certain  places  to  a  sufficient  extent  to  become  quite 
a  disturbing  factor  in  the  initial  stages  of  race 
contact  and  thought-transference,  especially  where 
religion  is  concerned.  In  some  languages  the 
differences  between  the  speech  of  men  and  the  speech 
of  women  are  so  marked  that  a  "  women's  edition  " 
of  the  Bible  might  almost  be  justified.  In  the  old 
Carib  language  of  the  Antilles  nearly  twenty  per  cent, 
of  the  vocabulary  is  said  to  have  been  different  with 
the  sexes,  while  there  existed  also  a  corresponding 
double  series  of  pronominal  suffixes,  a  twofold  con 
junctive  verb,  and  other  duplicate  peculiarities. 
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The  opening  words  of  the  fourth  commandment: 
"  Honour  thy  father  and  thy  mother  "  look  as  if  they 
could  be  easily  translated  into  any  language.  But 
American  teachers  found  that  the  Iroquois  Indian 
children  persisted  in  saying  "  Honour  thy  mother 
and  thy  father."  The  normal  wording  of  the  com 
mandment  sounded  to  them  as  impolite  as  an  orator 
would  sound  to  us  who  began  to  address  a  mixed 
audience  as  "gentlemen  and  ladies." 

Some  dogmatic  disputes,  which  have  at  times  rent 
the  Christian  Church  in  twain,  must  be  decided 
before  we  can  make  an  accurate  translation  of 
certain  passages  in  the  Bible.  Professor  Max  Miiller, 
who  befriended  at  Oxford  the  young  Mohawk, 
Oronhiatekha,  was  surprised  to  learn  from  him  that 
in  the  Indian  language  which  was  his  mother- 
tongue  one  had  to  say,  not  "  I  believe  in  God  the 
Father,  I  believe  in  God  the  Son,  and  I  believe  in 
God  the  Holy  Ghost,"  but,  "I  believe  in  God,  our 
Father ;  I  believe  in  God,  His  Son ;  and  I  believe 
in  God,  His  (or  Their)  Holy  Ghost."  As  the  great 
philologist  remarks  upon  this  discovery :  "  Language 
would  force  a  Mohawk  to  declare  himself  for  the 
single  or  the  double  procession,  a  question  which 
most  of  us  leave  to  be  settled  by  professional 
theologians."  Before  a  Christian  Mohawk  could 
make  his  confession  of  faith  grammatically,  he 
must  decide  between  "  His  Holy  Ghost "  and  "  Their 
Holy  Ghost " :  a  Gordian  knot  of  theology  must  be 
cut  by  the  sword.  It  is  plain  that  some  of  the 
problems  concerning  the  Trinity  could  hardly  have 
arisen  on  the  basis  of  a  Mohawk  translation  of  the 
New  Testament :  they  must  have  been  provisionally 
settled  before  that  translation  could  be  made  at  all. 
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Smelting  the  Ore. 

We  may  borrow  one  or  two  illustrations  from  recent 
missionary  experience.  Away  in  the  south  of  the 
Central  Provinces  of  India,  on  the  headwaters  of  the 
Upper  Godavari  River,  lies  the  home  of  the  Mardias, 
an  aboriginal  hill-tribe  who  have  lived  in  seclusion, 
untouched  by  civilization  aud  Christianity.  Their 
speech  is  one  among  the  five-and -twenty  dialects 
of  the  great  Gondi  language.  Seven  years  ago  the 
Rev.  A.  A.  Lind  visited  these  folk,  and  made  the 
first  attempt  to  reduce  the  Mardia  tongue  to  written 
form.  He  found  it  necessary  to  resort  to  all  kinds 
of  devices  in  order  to  obtain  from  the  Mardias  the 
names  which  they  give  to  different  objects.  He 
says :  "I  grunted  like  a  pig,  quacked  like  a  duck, 
neighed  like  a  horse,  howled  like  a  jackal,  and  so 
forth ;  I  also  had  to  exercise  all  my  artistic  abilities 
in  drawing  various  kinds  of  animals,  birds,  and 
insects."  Mr.  Lind  has  steadily  gone  on  increasing 
his  knowledge,  and  has  now  nearly  completed  a 
working  version  of  St.  Mark's  Gospel  in  Mardia. 

In  Northern  Nigeria  one  important  language  is 
Nupe;  for  the  Nupe  tribe  numbers  about  a  million, 
and  provides  most  of  the  boatmen  who  ply  up  and 
down  that  part  of  the  river  Niger.  The  Rev.  A.  W. 
Banfield — who  has  just  been  appointed  our  Society's 
agent  for  West  Africa — went  out  there  in  1901,  and 
set  himself  to  master  the  Nupe  tongue.  He  describes 
it  as  extremely  copious ;  for  instance,  he  found  more 
than  a  hundred  different  words  meaning  "large," 
and  fifty  or  sixty  different  words  meaning  "short." 
Nevertheless  there  was  no  word  for  "  soul,"  which 
had  to  be  rendered  by  "  life  "  ;  and  for  "  conscience  " 
the  nearest  equivalent  is  "  stomach,"  which  a  Nupe 
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speaks  of  as  being  the  seat  of  his  affections — just  as 
we  speak  of  the  heart,  and  St.  John  wrote  about 
"bowels  of  compassion."  While  Mr.  Banfield  was 
learning  Nupe,  he  added  to  his  vocabulary,  on  an 
average,  fifteen  new  words  a  day ;  he  went  nowhere 
without  pocket-book  and  pencil  to  jot  down  fresh 
phrases.  "  On  one  expedition  I  gave  a  boy  ten 
cowries  for  each  new  word  he  could  tell  me  while 
I  was  out  with  him ;  this  was  not  expensive,  as 
1,000  cowries  are  only  equivalent  to  3d."  Mr.  Ban- 
field's  success  may  be  inferred  from  the  name  given 
him  by  the  natives  whom  he  has  evangelized :  they 
call  him  Za  bokun  Nupe,  that  is  to  say,  "  The 
white  Nupe."  Few  missionaries  earn  a  more  enviable 
testimonial.  The  Nupe  New  Testament,  of  which  he 
has  been  the  chief  translator,  is  now  being  printed 
by  the  Bible  Society. 

We  have  no  space  to  describe  the  immense 
difficulty  of  discovering  the  correct  equivalents  for 
many  Biblical  terms.  When  the  American  mission 
aries  translated  the  Old  Testament  into  Zulu,  they 
found  it  no  light  task  to  render  the  list  of  a  Hebrew 
lady's  toilet  given  by  the  prophet  Isaiah ;  for  the 
costume  of  Zulu  women  is  characterized  by  some 
what  primitive  simplicity.  Moral  and  spiritual  terms, 
however,  are  always  the  hardest  to  render,  even  in 
languages  which  represent  an  ancient  and  elaborate 
civilization.  In  India,  for  example,  the  commonest 
Hindi  word  used  for  "  salvation "  in  a  religious  or 
theological  sense  is  mukti ;  and  this  term  has  been 
widely  adopted  by  Indian  Christians,  notably  by 
the  Salvation  Army,  which  styles  itself  Mukti-Fauji. 
Yet  to  any  Hindu  this  word  is  inextricably 
entangled  with  the  idea  that  salvation  means 
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release  from  personality  and  consciousness  ;  and  so 
the  latest  revisers  of  the  Hindi  Old  Testament  have 
entirely  discarded  mukti,  and  adopted  in  its  place  a 
neutral  word  used  for  deliverance  of  any  kind. 

In  translating  the  Gospels  into  Bemba,  for  a  tribe 
in  Northern  Rhodesia,  no  satisfactory  terms  have 
been  found  for  "  love,"  or  "  grace,"  or  "  holy  " :  this 
last  is  rendered  by  a  word  which  means  "  something 
set  apart."  "  Redemption,"  however,  is  a  familiar 
idea  to  the  Bemba  people,  because  slavery  is  rooted 
in  their  social  system,  and  no  slave  is  set  free  unless 
he  has  first  been  redeemed  by  some  payment.  On 
one  occasion  a  young  Bemba  woman  came  to  the 
missionary  and  said,  "  I  want  to  be  redeemed." 
"  Why,  what  is  the  matter  ?  "  he  asked  ;  but  she  only 
answered,  "  I  must  be  redeemed."  "  But,"  said  he, 
"you  are  married."  "Yes,"  replied  the  girl,  "but  I 
am  none  the  less  a  slave,  and  I  want  to  earn  money 
to  purchase  my  redemption." 

Among  Papuans — to  quote  the  translator  of  the 
Toaripi  New  Testament — one  striking  feature  is  the 
lack  of  any  system  of  authority.  There  is  practically 
no  compulsion  in  native  life  ;  and  hence  it  was  impos 
sible  to  make  a  literal  rendering  of  that  sentence  in 
Christ's  parable  which  says,  "  Compel  them  to  come 
in,"  and  the  following  paraphrase  had  to  be  adopted  : 
"  Urge  them  (or  literally,  *  make  their  livers  rise  by 
quarrelling  words ')  to  enter  in."  This  absence  of 
visible  authority  means  a  life  so  passive  that  the 
people  have  not  yet  developed  a  vocabulary  to  express 
vigorous  action.  "  There  is  no  chief  with  power  to 
compel,  no  court  of  chief  law,  with  judges  and 
penalties,  no  officers  of  law  and  order,  no  active 
sense  of  obligation,  or  duty,  or  right.  We  have 
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translated  obedience  by  a  word  which  expresses  a 
passive  virtue,  and  means  rather  'to  agree  with 
thee.'  However,  moral  ideas  are  now  being  intro 
duced.  Compulsion  has  come  into  the  lives  of  the 
Papuans  by  the  introduction  of  English  law  arid 
justice.  It  is  becoming  easier  to  explain  the  New 
Testament  by  means  of  reference  to  the  British 
Government.  To-day  a  centralized  authority  exists, 
which  can  impose  laws,  and  punish  the  breach  of 
laws  ;  there  are  magistrates  and  judges,  policemen, 
and  prisons.  But  all  these  things  are  foreign  ;  the 
ideas  they  convey  are  foreign,  and  they  have  still 
to  be  translated  into  terms  of  native  life  and  thought. 
A  fresh  world  is  being  opened  up  to  the  Papuans, 
and  a  new  life  with  a  new  sense  of  responsibility. 
They  are  being  constrained  into  practical  recogni 
tion  of  that  Categorical  Imperative  which  the  New 
Testament  translates  in  terms  of  love." 

The  vital  importance  of  an  accurate  version  of  the 
Bible  may  be  illustrated  by  what  happened  in  Uganda 
only  a  few  months  ago.  The  C.M.S.  missionaries 
build  their  teaching  upon  the  Scriptures,  and  in 
Uganda  they  refuse,  as  a  rule,  to  baptize  a  convert 
until  he  has  learnt  to  read  and  possesses  a  New 
Testament  of  his  own.  Recently,  however,  a  certain 
number  of  Baganda  Christians  have  taken  up  the 
false  notion  that  they  ought  to  refuse  any  kind  of 
medicine,  on  the  ground  that  God  can  heal  them 
if  He  pleases,  and  that  if  He  does  not  please  they 
must  remain  ill.  Now  the  Ganda  Bible  uses  the  word 
basawo  to  translate  necromancer  or  wizard,  and  this 
word  is  also  the  name  current  in  Uganda  for  a 
medical  man.  In  Deut.  xviii.  11  and  other  passages 
basawo  stands  for  a  wizard,  who  is  an  abomination 
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unto  the  Lord ;  and  it  appears  that  this  rendering 
has  helped  to  produce  confusion  among  Baganda 
readers. 

We  cannot  take  too  much  pains  in  translating  the 
Word  of  God  in  order  that  it  may  speak  its  precise 
message  and  meaning  in  the  simplest  and  clearest 
and  sweetest  language.  This  all-important  task  is 
being  constantly  carried  on  in  scores  of  different 
dialects  all  over  the  world  by  missionary  scholars 
and  linguists  and  native  pundits ;  they  are  for  the 
most  part  organized  in  committees  under  the  Bible 
Society's  auspices,  and  often  they  are  working  at  its 
expense. 

Notwithstanding  the  great  war,  translators  and 
revisers  of  the  Scriptures  have  made  no  pause  in 
their  sacred  labour.  New  versions  and  new  editions 
of  the  Word  of  God  are  flowing  steadily  from  the 
press.  The  Bible  Society  publishes  the  Gospel  in 
some  fresh  language  on  an  average  about  once 
every  six  weeks.  It  has  issued  versions  in  more 
than  a  hundred  and  twenty  new  tongues  since  the 
present  century  began. 

Nine  more  new  Languages* 

During  this  last  year,  portions  of  the  Word  of 
God  have  been  printed,  for  the  first  time  by  the 
Society,  in  NINE  more  languages  :  five  of  these  arc 
spoken  in  Africa,  three  in  India,  and  one  in 
Oceania. 

1.  St.  Mark's  Gospel,  translated  by  a  missionary  of 
the  Swedish  Evangelical  National  Society,  has  been 
issued  in  the  Ogaden-Harti  dialect  of  Somali, 
which  is  widely  current  in  Italian  Somaliland  as 
well  as  in  British  East  Africa. 
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2.  For  tribesmen  on  the  upper  waters  of  the  White 
Nile,  the  Rev.  A.  Shaw,  of  the  C.M.S.,  has  translated 
St.   Luke's   Gospel  into   the    Bor    dialect    of    Jieng 
(or  Dinka).     Mr.   Shaw  writes :   "  May   I    voice   the 
thanks  of  the  Gordon  Memorial   Sudan   Mission  to 
your  Society  for  so  generously  printing  this  Gospel, 
and  supplying  us  with  copies  for  sale.     We  cannot 
measure   the   help  that  you  are  thus  giving  to  the 
work  on  the  Upper  Nile." 

3.  A  version  of  St.  Mark's  Gospel  in  Konjo  has  heen 
made  by  the  Rev.  W.  E.   Owen,  of  the  C.M.S.,   for 
the   Bakonjo,   a   tribe   on   the   lower   slopes  of    the 
snow-capped     Ruwenzori    range — sometimes     called 
the  Mountains  of  the  Moon ;  the  main  stock  of  these 
people,    however,    live     across    the    border    of    the 
Uganda  Protectorate  in  Belgian  Congo. 

4.  In  the  Nyanza  Province  of  British  East  Africa, 
the   Bantu  Kavirondo    number     about    400,000 ;   St. 
Matthew's  Gospel,  translated  by  the  Rev.  W.  Chad- 
wick,   of  the   C.M.S.,   has    been   printed   in    Hanga, 
their  chief  dialect. 

5.  For    the    Lunda    people    in    Katanga,  Belgian 
Congo,  St.  Mark's  Gospel  has  appeared,  translated  by 
the  Rev.  J.  M.  and  Mrs.  Springer,  of  the  American 
Methodist  Episcopal  Mission. 

6.  St.  Mark's  Gospel,  translated  by  the  Rev.   Dr. 
A.   H.   Francke,   of   the   Moravian    Mission,   is   pub 
lished  in  Tinan,  a  dialect   of   Lahuli,  the   language 
of    certain    Himalayan    tribes    on    the    south-west 
border  of  Tibet. 

7.  In   the   south-west    of    Bengal   400,000    of    our 
Indian  fellow-subjects  in  Chota  Nagpur  speak  the  Ho 
dialect  of  the  Kol  language.     A  version  of  St.  Luke's 
Gospel  in  Ho,  made  by   the   Rev.   A.  Logsdail  and 
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the  Rev.  A.  Bodra,  of  the  S.P.G.  Mission,  has  been 
printed  and  published. 

8.  In  the  Ao  dialect  of  Naga,  current  among  the 
Naga  hlllmen  of  Assam,  the  Epistles  of  SS.  James, 
Peter,    John,  and   Jude,   have  been  printed  for  the 
use    of    the    American   Baptist   Foreign   Missionary 
Society. 

9.  The  wildest  and  most  populous  of  the  Solomon 
Group   is  the    island  of   Malaita — otherwise    named 
Mala  or  Mwala — whose  clans  speak  various  dialects. 
In  three  of   these — Fiu,    Lau,  and  Saa — our  Society 
had  already  issued  the  New  Testament,  or  parts  of 
it,    for    the    use    of    the    Melanesian    Mission.      St. 
Mark's    Gospel   has   now   been   printed  in   a   fourth 
dialect,  known  as  Malu,  for  the   South  Sea  Islands 
Evangelical  Mission. 

Four  more  Complete  Bibles* 

During  the  past  year  the  complete  Bible  has  been 
published  for  the  first  time  in  four  additional 
languages :  in  the  Mombasa  form  of  Swahili,  for 
British  East  Africa ;  in  Santali,  the  speech  of  a 
vigorous  tribe  in  Bengal ;  in  Taichow,  a  colloquial 
dialect  of  Chinese ;  and  in  Nepali,  the  language  of 
the  Gurkhas.  We  record  this  last-named  Bible 
with  peculiar  interest,  inasmuch  as  the  Nepali 
version  of  the  Old  Testament  is  mainly  due  to 
the  Society's  Editorial  Superintendent,  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Kilgour,  who  laboured  for  twenty  years  in  the 
Church  of  Scotland's  Mission  at  Darjeeling. 

Another  complete  Bible — now  issued  for  the  first 
time  by  our  Society — is  the  revised  Slovenian  trans 
lation,  which  will  be  read  by  a  Slav  people  in  the 
south  of  Austria.  The  editio  princeps  of  this  ver- 
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sion,  however,  was  published  as  early  as  1584, 
less  than  half  a  century  after  Coverdale's  first 
edition  of  the  Bible  in  English. 

The  New  Testament  has  been  completed  and 
printed  for  the  first  time  last  year  in  Ila,  one  of 
the  languages  of  Northern  Rhodesia;  and  also  in 
Kashgar  Turkish,  a  Tatar  dialect  spoken  in  Chinese 
Turkestan,  in  the  very  heart  of  Central  Asia. 

The  work  of  improving  and  correcting  imperfect  or 
archaic  versions  goes  forward  steadily.  For  example, 
the  revision  of  Diodati's  Italian  New  Testament  has 
been  successfully  concluded,  and  will  shortly  appear 
in  print.  The  preparation  of  the  Portuguese  Old 
Testament  for  use  in  Brazil  is  also  complete.  A 
revised  edition  of  the  Hindi  Old  Testament  has 
just  been  published.  Although  the  war  and  its  con 
sequences  have  hindered  progress  in  more  than  one 
direction,  revision  work  is  advancing  in  numerous 
other  languages — notably  in  Bulgarian,  Mundari, 
Marathi,  and  Kanarese,  as  well  as  in  the  Wenli, 
Mandarin,  and  Hakka  forms  of  Chinese. 

Four  Hundred  and  Eighty-Seven. 

The  carefully  revised  "  Table  of  Languages  "  given 
in  last  year's  Annual  Report  explained  that  the  total 
number  of  versions  in  which  the  Bible  Society  had 
at  any  time  in  its  history  promoted  the  translation 
or  distribution  of  the  Scriptures  had  risen  to  474. 
In  that  Table  separate  numbers  were  assigned  to 
five  languages  previously  not  reckoned  apart, 
while  thirteen  more  languages  were  added  in  which 
versions  published  by  others  have  been  circulated 
by  the  B.F.B.S.  We  now  find  that  to  these  thirteen 
we  must  add  three  more ;  and  that  Ijo  and  Nimbi 
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(or  Brass),  spoken  in  the  Niger  Delta,  must  be 
numbered  as  distinct  tongues.  Thus,  with  the  nine 
fresh  versions  already  recorded,  we  have  thirteen 
names  to  add  to  474 — making  altogether  487  lan 
guages,  in  which  our  Society  has  helped  to  produce 
or  circulate  the  Scriptures. 

It  should  be  noted  that  in  nearly  sixty  of  these  languages  there  has 
been  in  recent  years  no  demand  for  books ;  and  some  thirty  others 
represent  versions  purchased  from  other  publishing  agencies.  So  far 
as  can  be  estimated,  therefore,  the  number  of  languages  in  which  the 
British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  has  itself,  within  recent  years, 
printed  as  well  as  circulated  the  Scriptures,  is  about  400. 

The  Goodly  Fellowship  of  Translators* 

In  this  arduous  field  of  Christian  labour,  co 
operation  is  a  source  of  spiritual  strength,  as  well  as 
an  immense  practical  utility.  The  Bishop  of  Nyasa- 
land  writes :  "  All  our  work  is  done,  we  hope,  for  our 
Lord  Himself  and  is  offered  to  His  service ;  but  we 
need  not  be  ashamed  to  value  the  help  that  comes 
from  human  association.  The  Christians  pictured 
in  the  arena,  by  the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews,  were 
*  looking  unto  Jesus ' ;  but  they  were  bidden  also 
to  be  encouraged  by  their  consciousness  of  the 
presence  near  them  of  others  who  have  borne  their 
witness.  So  to-day  many  a  lonely  translator  is 
helped  and  encouraged  to  persevere  in  his  work  by 
his  knowledge  of  the  sympathy  with  it  which  he  can 
so  certainly  count  upon  from  the  Bible  Society  at 
home.  We  believe  in  the  Communion  of  Saints 
within  the  Church  Militant,  as  well  as  in  the  wider 
sense ;  and  across  the  boundaries  of  latitude  and 
longitude,  as  across  the  limits  of  space  and  time,  we 
claim  such  union  in  a  common  work  and  we  go  for 
ward  in  the  strength  it  supplies." 
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11  The  principle  which  underlies  the  work  of  the  Bible 
Society  ia  that  to  preach  the  whole  Gospel  to  the  whole 
world  is  the  whole  business  of  the  whole  Church.  .  .  .  Let 
us  read  our  Bibles  more,  let  us  read  them  more  carefully, 
and  study  them  more  prayerfully,  and  then,  remembering 
that  to  carry  the  whole  Gospel  to  the  whole  world  is  the 
business  of  the  whole  Church,  let  us  back  up  the  Bible 
Society,  which  backs  up  the  missionaries  in  their  great 
worli  for  God." — THE  BISHOP  OF  LICHFIELD. 

To  distribute  far  and  wide  the  versions  which  it 
brings  out  in  so  many  varieties  of  human  speech, 
the  Bible  Society  has  its  own  agents  in  fifty 
different  states  and  kingdoms,  and  maintains 
depots  in  nearly  a  hundred  of  the  chief  cities  of 
the  earth.  By  these  means  the  Bible  is  made  not 
only  the  cheapest  but  also  the  most  easily  accessible 
of  books.  It  would  be  difficult  to  exaggerate  the 
value  of  the  spiritual  service  thus  rendered  to  the 
whole  congregation  of  Christ's  flock  dispersed 
throughout  the  world.  For  Christian  missions  in 
particular,  the  Society  acts  as  the  great  storehouse 
and  arsenal  from  which  they  draw  their  supplies 
of  the  Scriptures  in  the  vernacular. 

In  fulfilling  this  vital  function  in  the  economy  of 
modern  Christendom,  the  Bible  Society  rises  above 
ecclesiastical  distinctions.  It  assists  the  missions 
of  the  Russian  Church  to  Moslems  and  pagans  in 
Central  Asia  in  the  same  spirit  in  which  it  assists 

23 


THE  BOOK  AND  THE  SWORD 

Wesleyan  missionaries  in  Ceylon  and  Moravian 
missionaries  in  Labrador.  And  it  deals  with  no 
niggardly  hand.  It  has  never  refused  to  publish 
a  duly  authenticated  version  of  the  Scriptures  in 
any  new  tongue.  After  the  text  has  been  trans 
lated,  it  prints  such  editions  as  the  missionaries 
ask  for,  in  the  style  and  character  which  they 
prefer  ;  it  sends  these  books  out  as  they  are  -wanted, 
carriage  paid,  to  the  most  remote  mission  stations  ; 
and  it  provides  them  on  such  terms  that,  as  a  net 
result,  practically  no  part  of  the  expense  becomes 
a  charge  on  any  other  exchequer  than  its  own. 
To  prepare  and  provide  the  Scriptures  for  the 
mission  field  is  one  chief  prerogative  of  the  insti 
tution  which  rejoices  to  act  as  the  servant  of  the 
servants  of  God. 

How  much  is  involved  in  carrying  out  this  mis 
sionary  stewardship  may  be  realized  by  means  of 
a  few  practical  examples.  Here  is  a  list  of  missions 
which  have  been  supplied  with  the  Scriptures  during 
the  past  year,  for  their  operations  in  the  Bible 
Society's  Egyptian  Agency: — 

The  American  Presbyterian  Mission,  the  Keformed  Presbyterian 
Mission,  the  Swedish  Evangelical  Mission,  the  United  Free  Church 
of  Scotland  Mission,  the  London  Jews'  Society,  the  Society  for 
Promoting  Christian  Knowledge,  the  North  Africa  Mission,  the 
Church  of  Scotland  Jewish  Mission  and  Schools,  the  Egypt  General 
Mission,  the  Peniel  Mission,  th«  Church  Missionary  Society,  the 
Irish  and  Scotch  Reformed  Presbyterian  Mission,  the  Waldensian 
Mission,  the  Friends'  Foreign  Mission  Association,  the  Africa 
Industrial  Mission,  the  United  Methodist  Church  Mission,  the  Africa 
Inland  Mission,  and  the  Universities'  Mission  to  Central  Africa. 

In  China* 

One  of  the  Bible  Society's  privileges  in  China  is 
its  partnership  with  missions  in  their  evangelistic 
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enterprise.  During  1914,  for  instance,  380  mis 
sionaries,  representing  forty-two  different  societies, 
have  either  superintended  our  colporteurs  or  taken 
active  part  in  colportage.  Besides  these,  probably 
twice  as  many  other  missionaries  obtain  from  our 
depots  their  supplies  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  for 
schools  and  colleges,  for  churches  and  inquirers' 
classes,  and  for  general  station  use.  With  the 
success  and  expansion  of  missionary  effort  this 
co-operation  becomes  more  and  more  effective  ;  for 
in  every  general  forward  step  that  is  made  to 
bring  the  Chinese  a  knowledge  of  the  Gospel,  our 
Society  is  called  upon  to  take  part.  Thus  during 
the  recent  evangelistic  campaign  in  China,  conducted 
by  Mr.  G.  S.  Eddy,  thousands  of  Bibles  and  Testa 
ments  were  specially  provided  for  use  at  the  various 
centres,  and  a  very  large  number  of  these  volumes 
have  passed  into  the  hands  of  men  who  are  now 
seeking  to  know  for  themselves  the  "wondrous 
things "  which  they  have  been  told  the  Book 
contains.  Out  of  ten  million  volumes  which  the 
Society  sent  out  last  year,  more  than  one-quarter 
of  the  whole  was  distributed  in  China. 

Readers  in  Africa. 

Writing  in  The  East  and  the  West  for  April,  1915, 
the  Rev.  Donald  Fraser  describes  the  policy  of 
the  United  Free  Church  of  Scotland  Mission  at 
Livingstonia,  which  has  50,000  pupils  in  its  schools. 

"The  first  means  of  instruction  that  we  have 
emphasized  in  the  native  Church  is  the  Bible.  We 
have  sought  to  put  the  Bible  into  their  hands,  and 
to  bring  them  all  education  sufficient  to  make  the 
printed  word  articulate.  No  young  persons  are 
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received  into  the  Church  until  they  are  able  to  read. 
Opportunity  is  given  to  all  to  learn  to  read,  and 
their  earnest  effort  to  attain  this  stage  of  educa 
tion  at  least  is  one  test  of  their  real  desire  to  live 
a  new  life.  The  Bible  becomes  their  silent  teacher, 
always  with  them,  the  final  judge  of  whether  the 
doctrines  that  are  taught  are  true  to  God's  mind 
or  not.  The  teacher  or  preacher  bases  all  his  in 
struction  on  the  written  Word.  It  forms  his  text 
and  the  substance  of  his  preaching."  The  New 
Testament  and  Psalter  in  Union  Nyanja,  the  version 
chiefly  used  by  the  Livingstonia  Mission,  are  supplied 
by  the  B.F.B.S.  and  the  N.B.S.S.  jointly. 

For  German  Colonies  in  Africa. 

At  a  time  when  the  map  of  Africa  is  being  recast, 
it  is  worth  recording  that  the  Bible  Society  has  sup 
plied  the  Scriptures  in  eighteen  different  versions 
to  missions  in  German  Colonies  in  that  continent. 
Eleven  of  these  versions  are  for  German  East 
Africa,  four  for  German  South- West  Africa,  two  for 
Kamerun,  and  one  for  Togoland. 

The  secretary  of  the  Evangelical  Missionary  Society  for  German 
East  Africa,  the  Bev.  Dr.  W.  von  Bodelschwingh,  wrote  from  Bethel 
bei  Bielefeld  in  the  summer  of  1914,  expressing  warm  gratitude  to 
our  Society  for  the  important  service  which  it  has  rendered  the 
German  missionaries  in  East  Africa — first,  by  printing  the  complete 
New  Testament  in  Shambala,  and  then,  in  1913,  by  publishing  the 
four  Gospels  in  the  Kuanda  language.  This  latter  service,  says  Dr 
Bodelschwingh,  "  appears  to  us  still  more  important  than  the 
former ;  for  while  the  Shambala  people  number  from  70,000  to 
80,000,  the  Buanda  language  is  spoken  by  something  like  5,000,000. 
"We  must  express  to  you  to-day  our  heartfelt  thanks  that  you 
have  stretched  out  to  us  a  helping  hand  to  bring  the  Gospel  to 
Buanda  in  this  fashion.  May  the  Lord  grant  His  blessing  on  the 
new  book,  awaken  a  hunger  for  His  word,  and  thereby  bring  many 
souls  to  eternal  life." 

26 


ARMS  FROM  THE  ARSENAL 

At  the  Bible  House,  London,  in  November,  1914, 
the  Committee  welcomed  the  Rev.  A.  Casalis,  of  the 
Paris  Evangelical  Mission  at  Morija,  Basutoland, 
who  spoke  of  the  grave  financial  crisis  brought 
about  by  the  war,  especially  in  regard  to  his  mis 
sion's  work  in  Basutoland  and  Barotseland.  The 
Suto  Bible,  translated  by  members  of  the  mission, 
has  a  larger  circulation  than  any  other  vernacular 
version  in  South  Africa.  Of  this  version  our 
Society  has  published  75,000  Bibles  and  165,000  New 
Testaments. 

In  Madagascar* 

Christianity  in  Madagascar  presents  a  cheering 
example  of  the  comity  of  missions  ;  practically  all 
the  societies  (other  than  Roman)  in  the  island — 
including  the  L.M.S.,  the  S.P.G.,  the  Norwegian 
Lutheran,  the  Friends',  and  the  Paris  Evangelical 
Mission — co-operate  and  cordially  forward  each 
other's  work.  All  the  copies  of  the  Malagasy 
Scriptures  which  they  use  are  provided  by  the 
Bible  Society.  It  is  true  that  after  Madagascar  was 
annexed  by  France  these  missions  had  severe 
restrictions  placed  upon  their  activity  by  the 
French  administration — so  much  so  that  their 
splendid  educational,  industrial,  and  medical  enter 
prises  had  largely  to  be  abandoned.  We  rejoice  to 
learn,  however,  that  since  the  great  European  war 
broke  out,  very  much  happier  relations  have  come 
into  being  between  the  French  authorities  and  the 
Protestant  missionaries.  Suspicion  and  antagonism 
have  given  place  to  friendly  sympathy  and  respect. 
The  Malagasy  people  have  contributed  £40,000  for 
sick  and  wounded  soldiers  in  France,  and  large 
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numbers  of  them  have  volunteered  for  the  French 
army.  Moreover,  the  Malagasy  Church  to-day  has 
reached  a  most  promising  stage  :  its  native  congre 
gations  are  beginning  not  only  to  support  their 
own  clergy  and  pastors,  but  also  to  send  their  own 
missionaries  into  those  regions  of  the  island  which 
are  still  in  heathen  darkness. 

Last  year  the  Rev.  A.  S.  Huckett,  of  the  L.M.S. 
Mission,  Fianarantsoa,  wrote: — 

"Every  missionary  in  Madagascar  feels  that  he  owes  a  deep  debt 
of  gratitude  to  the  Bible  Society  for  its  splendid  and  ready  help  in 
translating,  printing,  and  circulating  the  Word  of  God  in  that  great 
African  island. 

"  For  many  years  the  Malagasy  New  Testament  was  the  only  read 
ing-book  in  hundreds  of  our  schools.  Its  truths  are  permeating  the 
hearts  and  minds  of  thousands  of  children,  and  their  parents  and 
relatives  come  under  its  spell.  A  native  pastor,  who  was  formerly  a 
sorcerer,  told  me  that  the  principal  instrument  in  his  conversion  was 
his  daughter's  New  Testament.  She  had  been  sent  to  school,  and 
she  asked  him  for  fourpence  to  buy  a  Testament,  which  was  the  read 
ing-book  in  the  mission  school.  He  felt  a  desire  to  know  its  contents, 
and  set  to  work  to  learn  to  read  himself.  Soon  he  was  able  to  make 
out  the  chapters  of  St.  Luke's  Gospel.  This  led  him  to  the  mission 
chapel,  and  finally  he  abandoned  entirely  his  former  manner  of  life, 
and  became  a  Christian  preacher,  promulgating  the  faith  which  once 
he  destroyed.  That  is  only  one  out  of  many  incidents  which  might 
be  quoted  to  illustrate  the  influence  of  the  Word  of  God  in  changing 
the  hearts  and  lives  of  those  who  read  it.  As  a  veteran  Malagasy 
pastor  confessed  some  time  ago  :  '  All  that  is  good  in  our  personal 
and  social  life  we  owe  to  the  Bible.  It  has  purified  our  lives,  changed 
our  heathenish  customs,  made  us  servants  of  the  true  God,  and 
brought  peace  and  joy  into  our  homes.'  " 

The  Islands  of  the  Pacific* 

For  Christian  missions  in  Oceania  the  Bible 
Society  has  provided  the  Scriptures  in  no  fewer  than 
seventy  different  languages  and  dialects.  During 
the  twelve  months  which  ended  at  Christmas,  1914, 
the  Society  sent  out  from  London  altogether  23,556 
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copies  of  the  vernacular  Scriptures  to  islands  in 
the  Pacific  —  such  as  New  Guinea,  the  New 
Hebrides,  the  Friendly  Islands,  Samoa,  Niue,  and 
Fiji.  These  books  included  4,600  complete  Bibles  ; 
they  were  packed  in  100  different  cases;  they  weighed 
nearly  nine  tons  ;  and  they  cost  the  Society,  apart 
from  carriage,  £1,633.  We  may  give  one  or  two 
concrete  examples  to  illustrate  what  such  service 
entails  and  implies. 

A  Babel  of  Tongues. 

One  chief  complexity  of  mission  work  in  many 
regions  arises  from  the  extraordinary  variations 
of  dialect.  In  New  Guinea,  for  example,  writes  the 
Rev.  C.  W.  Abel,  of  the  L.M.S.,  who  has  translated 
the  Gospels  and  Acts  into  Daui,  "  language  changes 
with  every  few  miles'  journey  along  the  coast.  From 
East  Cape — the  eastern  limit  of  our  L.M.S.  sphere — 
to  Cape  Possession,  half-way  along  the  south  coast, 
is  a  distance  of  about  350  miles ;  within  this  range 
we  have,  besides  the  whole  of  the  New  Testament 
in  the  Motu  language,  one  or  more  Gospels  and 
the  Acts  of  the  Apostles  in  Tavara,  in  Daui,  in  Mailu, 
and  in  Keapara."  We  may  add  that  all  the  above 
versions  have  been  published  for  the  L.M.S.  by  the 
Bible  Society. 

In  the  autumn  of  1914  fresh  grants  of  1,000  Fiji 
Bibles  and  1,000  Fiji  New  Testaments  were  sent 
out  from  London  to  Fiji,  on  the  application  of  the 
Australasian  Methodist  Missionary  Society.  Early 
this  year  a  London  daily  paper  complained  that 
money  should  go  out  of  England  in  war-time  "  for 
the  attempted  and  very  problematical  conversion  of 
some  far-off  heathen."  We  note,  however,  that  His 
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Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  has 
accepted  the  offer  of  Fijian  troops  to  serve  in  the 
war.  Now  the  forefathers  of  these  soldiers  were 
cannibal  savages  till  about  eighty  years  ago,  when 
Wesleyan  missionaries  first  gained  a  foothold  in  Fiji. 
To-day  there  are  no  heathen  to  be  found  there; 
and  the  Fijians  have  risen  in  civilization  until  they 
are  considered  fit  to  fight  side  by  side  with  British 
regiments. 

Among  many  remarkable  testimonies  of  loyalty 
which  have  come  from  outposts  of  the  British 
Empire,  not  least  striking  was  the  message  sent  by 
the  little  island  of  Niue\  which  calls  itself  "  a  small 
child  that  stands  up  to  help  the  kingdom  of  George  V." 
When  Captain  Cook  first  discovered  Niue\  he  named 
it  Savage  Island  on  account  of  the  ferocity  of  its 
people,  whom  he  described  as  "more  like  wild 
boars  than  human  beings."  Under  the  influence  of 
Christian  missions,  however,  they  have  become 
altogether  transformed.  Ten  years  ago  the  Bible 
Society  published  the  first  complete  Bible  for  these 
islanders,  who  have  honourably  defrayed  the  cost  of 
their  books  by  producing  and  selling  arrowroot  and 
copra.  Their  message  of  loyalty  breathes  a  spirit  of 
independence  quite  in  keeping  with  such  industry 
and  self-respect.  A  fresh  supply  of  1,000  Nine" 
Bibles  was  sent  out  last  autumn  to  the  L.M.S. 
mission  in  Niue". 

In  The  Southern  Cross  Log,  the  organ  of  the 
Melanesian  Mission,  an  article  appeared  in  January, 
1914,  on  "  Bugotu  Literature " ;  it  described  Dr. 
Welchman's  labours  in  translating  the  Bugotu  Testa 
ment  and  Psalter,  printed  by  our  Society  for  Ysabel 
Island,  and  concluded:  "This  memorandum  would 
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be  incomplete  without  an  expression  of  gratitude 
and  appreciation  of  the  work  done  by  the  British 
and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  which  spares  no  trouble 
nor  expense  to  obtain  the  very  best  results  possible ; 
all  who  wish  to  aid  the  extension  of  the  Kingdom 
will  do  well  to  give  it  the  support  of  their  prayers 
and  offerings." 

Immigrants  and  the  Scriptures* 

Another  side  of  the  Bible  Society's  mission  is  con 
cerned  with  the  immense  modern  problem  of  migra 
tion.  Scores  of  millions  of  peasants  from  Europe 
have  gravitated  into  the  open  spaces  of  America. 
A  medley  of  nations  and  kindreds  and  tongues 
can  be  found  in  South  Africa.  Asiatics  of  many 
races  are  knocking  at  all  the  doors  of  the  Western 
world.  To  such  immigrants  and  wanderers  God's 
message  is  commonly  brought,  if  brought  at  all, 
by  the  printed  Gospel  in  their  mother  speech.  We 
can  do  no  more  than  indicate  how  the  Society 
ministers  to  these  scattered  multitudes.  In  the 
West  Indies  it  supplies  the  Scriptures  in  their  own 
languages  to  Chinese  and  Syrians  in  Jamaica,  and 
sends  Gospels  in  Hindi,  Bengali,  Urdu,  Tamil,  Telugu, 
and  Javanese  to  the  tens  of  thousands  of  Asiatics  in 
Guiana.  On  the  Pacific  coast  of  Siberia  it  has 
engaged  a  Korean  colporteur  to  sell  Korean  Gospels 
among  his  fellow-countrymen  round  Vladivostock. 
A  Hindu  colporteur  is  busy  among  150,000  East 
Indians  in  Natal.  Hindu,  Tamil,  and  Telugu  col 
porteurs  are  at  work  in  the  picturesque  and  polyglot 
island  of  Mauritius.  Gujarati  Gospels  were  sent 
last  year  to  Madagascar  to  be  given  away  among 
immigrant  coolies  from  Bombay.  Japanese  Bibles 
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and  Testaments  are  sold  to  Japanese  immigrants 
at  Vancouver.  From  Winnipeg  this  testimony 
comes  from  the  Rev.  Dr.  C.  W.  Gordon — known  by 
multitudes  who  delight  to  read  his  books  as  "  Ralph 
Connor":— 

"  There  is  not  a  Church  in  Western  Canada  that  can  do  business 
without  the  help  of  the  Bible  Society.  When  we  began  as  a  Church 
to  ask  the  question,  '  How  can  we  make  Canadians  out  of  Galicians  ? ' 
— we  found  this  to  be  our  initial  difficulty.  The  difference  in  speech 
barred  our  entrance  to  their  minds  and  hearts,  with  our  ideals  of 
things  moral  and  spiritual.  The  truths  of  our  religion,  involving  all 
that  made  for  worthy  citizenship,  we  could  not  convey  to  them. 
What  did  we  do  ?  We  went  to  the  Bible  Society,  and  they  gave  us 
thousands  of  copies  of  the  Bible,  making  them  a  free  gift.  These  we 
gave  to  missionaries  and  colporteurs,  and  later  to  their  own  priests,  to 
distribute  freely  among  the  people  this  wonderful  Book,  which  contains 
at  once  the  foundations  of  all  true  citizenship  and  the  hope  of  eternal 
life." 

These  are  examples,  a  few  among  many,  of  how 
the  Bible  Society  moves  among  the  wandering 
children  of  men,  and  gathers  continually  fresh 
evidence  of  the  truth  that  "  mankind  may  have  a 
thousand  tongues,  but  it  has  only  one  heart;  and 
that  heart  understands  one  language  the  whole 
world  over — the  language  of  Divine  Love." 

The  Roman  Church  and  the  open  Bible* 

Some  misunderstanding  exists  as  to  the  modern 
policy  of  the  Church  of  Rome  in  regard  to  the 
circulation  of  the  Scriptures  in  the  vulgar  tongue. 
For  its  policy  is  by  no  means  consistent  or  uniform. 
In  countries  like  Austria,  where  that  Church  remains 
powerful,  ecclesiastical  influence  is  generally  intolerant 
and  hostile  to  our  Society.  From  lands  as  far  apart 
as  Poland  and  Peru,  and  even  from  Roman  mission 
stations  in  Ceylon,  we  still  hear  of  priests  who 
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denounce  and  even  destroy  vernacular  copies  of 
the  Bible.  In  England  and  the  United  States  a 
different  attitude  prevails.  And  among  leading 
ecclesiastics  in  Italy  there  have  been  not  a  few  in 
recent  years  who  sincerely  desire  to  introduce  the 
laity  to  the  study  of  God's  Word.  Their  influence 
led  to  the  foundation,  on  April  27th,  1902,  of  a  Society 
called  the  Pia  Societa  di  S.  Girolamo  per  la  Diffusions 
dei  Santi  Vangeli.  The  object  of  this  St.  Jerome 
Society  was  to  prepare  a  fresh  Italian  translation 
of  the  New  Testament,  or  at  least  parts  thereof, 
and  to  circulate  the  books  at  a  cheap  price  for 
personal  reading.  The  presidency  of  the  society 
was  accepted  by  the  present  Pope,  who  was  then 
Monsignor  Giacomo  Delia  Chiesa,  Under  Secretary 
of  State  at  the  Vatican.  For  the  society's  patron, 
he  obtained  first  Cardinal  Mocenni,  and  afterwards 
Cardinal  Cassetta,  who  still  holds  that  office. 
Monthly  meetings  of  the  translators  were  regu 
larly  held  in  Monsignor  Delia  Chiesa's  rooms  at 
the  Vatican,  until  the  time  when  he  was  conse 
crated  to  the  archiepiscopal  see  of  Bologna. 

From  the  Vatican  Press  there  issued  in  1902  the 
St.  Jerome  Society's  new  version  of  the  four  Gospels 
and  Acts  in  Italian.  The  translation  was  accom 
panied  by  a  preface  and  notes  which,  in  the  main, 
were  not  of  a  controversial  character.  Indeed  the 
preface  referred  in  no  unfriendly  spirit  to  "our 
separated  Protestant  brethren."  Not  only  was  the 
low  price  of  20  centesimi  (=2d.)  per  copy  an  induce 
ment  to  purchasers,  but  Pope  Leo  XIII  granted 
"an  Indulgence  of  three  hundred  days"  to  the 
faithful  who  read  the  Gospels  for  at  least  a  quarter 
of  an  hour  daily;  while  more  than  two  hundred 
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bishops  signed  their  approval  of  the  version.  Within 
three  years,  the  society  circulated  300,000  copies, 
and  by  1908  the  number  had  risen  to  not  far  short 
of  a  million  books.  The  Gospels  and  Acts  in  various 
editions  have  been  regularly  on  sale  in  the  Vatican, 
and  have  also  been  distributed  by  bishops  and 
priests  in  different  parts  of  Italy. 

Nevertheless,  the  St.  Jerome  Society  has  become 
somewhat  inactive,  not  to  say  dormant,  during  the 
last  few  years.  Although  one  of  its  leaders,  Padre 
Genocchi,  stated  that  the  society  intended  to  publish 
the  Epistles  in  Italian  not  later  than  1906,  these 
have  never  appeared.  In  1907  Pope  Pius  X,  in  a 
letter  to  Cardinal  Cassetta,  praised  the  work  of  the 
society  but  added  this  ominous  sentence  :  "  It  will 
be  well  for  the  Association  of  St.  Jerome  to  regard 
as  a  sufficient  field  for  its  labours  the  publication 
of  the  Gospels  and  of  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles." 
Indeed,  the  society  which  had  commenced  its  work 
under  such  favourable  auspices  apparently  incurred 
some  suspicion  of  fostering  Modernist  or  Protestant 
tendencies.  Whereas  its  early  editions  were  com 
paratively  free  from  distinctively  Roman  Catholic 
matter,  the  edition  issued  in  1911  exhibited  very 
significant  alterations  in  the  original  preface,  and 
also  in  the  footnotes.  Still  more  remarkable  was  the 
addition  of  an  appendix  of  108  pages,  described  as 
a  Piccolo  Manuale  di  Preghiere  containing  a  Missal, 
a  Saints'  Litany,  etc. 

To-day,  however,  there  are  various  signs  of  re 
vived  activity  in  the  St.  Jerome  Society,  backed  by 
the  new  Pope  Benedict  XV,  who  is  now  able,  from 
his  powerful  position,  to  foster  the  undertaking 
which  he  helped  to  found.  In  May  1914,  when  he 
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revisited  Rome  to  assume  the  Cardinal's  hat,  he 
gathered  the  society's  members  together,  and  en 
couraged  them  to  persevere  in  their  work,  "which 
seemed  to  languish."  A  further  noteworthy  develop 
ment — perhaps  of  vital  import  for  the  Roman 
Church — is  the  following  letter,  which  we  print  in 
a  careful  translation  from  the  original  Latin  docu 
ment  as  it  appeared  in  E Osservatore  Romano: — 

"  To  Our  Venerable  Brother,  Francis  of  Paola  Cassetta,  Cardinal 
of  the  Holy  Koman  Church,  Bishop  of  Frascati,  President  of  the 
Pious  Society  of  Saint  Jerome  for  the  diffusion  of  the  sacred  books 
of  the  Gospels. 

"  Our  Venerable  Brother,  Accept  Our  greeting  and  apostolic 
benediction.  The  united  letter  and  reverent  message,  which  under 
your  leadership  were  presented  to  Us  by  distinguished  members  of 
the  Society  of  Saint  Jerome  (which  you  govern  with  zealous  care) 
on  the"  recurrence  of  the  yearly  festival  of  their  heavenly  patron, 
We  received  right  gladly  on  the  very  day  that  is  sacred  to  Saint 
Jerome;  and  We  are  exceedingly  delighted  with  the  same.  For, 
while  the  works  of  religion  and  Christian  charity  that  blossom 
and  flourish  throughout  the  world,  and  especially  at  Rome,  are 
all  acceptable  to  Us,  those  are  the  most  acceptable  corners,  of 
which  We  ourselves  have  had  a  share  either  in  the  inception  or  in 
the  accomplishment.  Be  assured,  however,  that  not  on  this  account 
alone  is  the  Society  of  Saint  Jerome  approved  by  Us,  but  chiefly  from 
the  aim  it  proposes  to  itself,  an  aim  certainly  salutary  at  all  times, 
but  specially  fitted,  as  you  well  know,  to  the  period  we  are  passing 
through.  For  it  is  a  truth  too  well  established  to  need  recalling, 
that  all  errors  flow  into  human  society  from  one  source,  namely, 
the  burial  by  men  in  oblivion  of  the  life,  the  precepts,  the  lessons, 
of  Jesus  Christ,  and  their  neglecting  to  apply  the  same  to  the  actions 
of  every  day.  There  can  be  no  doubt  then,  that  those  who  labour, 
as  your  Society  does,  for  the  diffusion  of  God's  holy  Gospels,  are 
rendering  a  service  most  useful  for  training  men's  minds  toward 
Christian  perfection  ;  and  there  is  certainly  reason  to  congratulate 
you  all,  and  principally  yourself,  Our  Venerable  Brother,  not  only 
on  your  excellent  work,  most  fully  approved  by  Us,  but  also  on  the 
zealous  care  with  which,  during  recent  years,  as  We  see,  you  have 
issued  copies  of  the  holy  books  both  in  increased  abundance  and 
in  more  refined  form.  We  strongly  desire,  aye  and  exhort  also,  that 
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your  Society  may  not  reap  this  fruit  only — the  widest  possible 
diffusion  of  the  Gospels — but  may  achieve  another  end  also,  which 
is  among  the  chiefest  aspirations  of  Our  soul ; — We  mean  the  entrance 
of  these  most  holy  books  into  Christian  households,  to  be  there,  like 
that  piece  of  silver  in  the  Gospel,  a  thing  that  all  shall  diligently 
search  for  and  all  jealously  guard ;  so  much  so  indeed  that  all  the 
faithful  shall  become  habituated  to  the  daily  reading  and  study  of  the 
same,  and  thence  learn  well  to  walk  worthily,  in  all  things  pleasing 
God. 

"Accept  Our  Apostolic  Benediction  as  an  augury  of  gifts  divine, 
and  a  pledge  of  Our  good  will.  We  bestow  it  on  you,  Our  Venerable 
Brother,  and  on  your  colleagues  mentioned  above,  most  lovingly 
in  the  Lord. 

"  Given  at  Home  in  St.  Peter's,  on  the  8th  day  of  October,  1914, 
in  the  first  year  of  our  Pontificate. 

"  BENEDICT  XV." 

We  rejoice  unreservedly  over  every  method  which 
the  Roman  Church  adopts  to  popularize  the  Scrip 
tures.  The  late  Matthew  Arnold  was  certainly  no 
Protestant  bigot;  and  we  may  quote  the  verdict  of 
his  detached  and  dispassionate  mind :  "  Even  the 
fanaticism  of  Exeter  Hall  can  hardly  assert  too 
roundly  that  the  Catholic  nations  will  never  really 
improve  until  they  know  the  Bible  better." 
***** 

Addressing  a  Bible  meeting  this  year  at  Colombo, 
the  Chief  Justice  of  Ceylon  described  an  Easter 
Eve  service  which  he  once  attended  in  a  Greek 
church,  when  the  majestic  symbolism  made  a  deep 
impression  on  his  memory.  "  The  church  was  dark, 
save  for  the  Ikon  with  its  surrounding  candles.  As 
each  worshipper  entered,  he  was  furnished  with  a 
small  taper.  For  some  time  the  service  proceeded 
in  darkness ;  but  as  the  evening  wore  on  there  were 
gradual  streams  of  light  from  the  centre  of  the 
church,  and  we  soon  realized  what  was  happening. 
The  worshippers  in  the  centre  had  lit  their  tapers 
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and  were  handing  on  the  lights  to  their  fellows,  and 
thus  the  Easter  festival  was  ushered  in.  So  in  the 
work  of  such  a  Society  as  this,  where  men  meet  and 
toil  together  in  darkness,  in  misapprehension  and 
misunderstanding,  there  is  always  the  gleaming  of 
final  unity,  and  in  due  time  the  whole  world  shall  be 
lit  up  with  the  light  of  Easter  Dawn." 
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"  Let  a  man  have  one  of  these  Blades,  with  a  Hand  to 
wield  it,  and  skill  to  use  it,  and  he  may  venture  upon  an 
Angel  with  it.  He  need  not  fear  its  holding,  if  he  can 
but  tell  how  to  lay  on.  Its  Edges  ivill  never  blunt.  It  will 
cut  Flesh,  and  Bones,  and  Soul,  and  Spirit,  and  all." 

THE  PILGRIM'S  PROGRESS. 

BEYOND  any  other  missionary  institution  the 
Bible  Society  is  involved  and  entangled  in  the 
great  war.  For  generations  past  it  has  been 
supporting  agents  and  distributing  the  Word  of 
God  in  every  one  of  the  countries  to-day  engaged  in 
conflict;  indeed,  when  war  broke  out  it  was  main 
taining  about  sixty  depots  and  sub-depots  for  the 
sale  of  the  Scriptures  in  the  continental  lands  which 
are  now  at  strife.  Before  hostilities  began,  the 
Society  was  employing  in  those  countries  about  two 
hundred  colporteurs.  But  an  institution  so  interna 
tional,  which  includes  on  its  staff  Christians  of 
many  different  races  as  well  as  different  communions, 
is  naturally  exposed  at  such  a  crisis  to  sorrowful 
cleavage.  Many  of  these  Bible-sellers  have  been 
called  up  to  serve  with  the  colours  of  their  own 
nation,  and  in  some  cases  they  are  fighting  in 
opposing  armies. 

For    example,    Baron    Stackelberg,   the    Society's 
assistant-agent    at    Petrograd,    is     serving    in    the 
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Russian  ranks.  M.  Bonnet,  the  Society's  sub-agent 
in  Annam,  who  was  spending  a  furlough  in  France, 
has  been  called  up  to  join  the  French  army.  Mr. 
Hans  Doring,  one  of  the  Society's  sub-agents  in 
China,  who  is  a  German  subject,  felt  it  his  duty 
to  volunteer  for  service  in  the  German  ambulance 
corps  at  the  fortress  of  Tsingtau,  where  our  depot 
was  scarred  with  shrapnel  splinters  and  bullets ;  he 
remained  during  the  siege,  and  wrote  in  August: 
"  I  sold  $10  worth  of  German  Bibles  to  soldiers  here 
last  week."  From  Port  Said  two  German  colporteurs 
were  summoned  home  to  join  the  German  army ; 
while  a  third  colporteur,  a  Swede,  has  gone  to 
take  his  place  in  the  Swedish  army.  In  cities  as 
remote  as  Aleppo,  Damascus,  Bagdad,  Busra,  and 
Mosul,  our  depots  have  been  closed  and  our  Turkish 
and  Armenian  and  Syrian  colporteurs  compelled  to 
join  the  ranks  of  the  Sultan's  soldiers. 

At  Constantinople  our  agent,  the  Rev.  T.  R.  Hodg 
son,  is  still  courageously  circulating  the  Scriptures. 
In  Antwerp  a  veteran  Flemish  colporteur,  C.  J. 
Van  Belleghem,  with  his  wife  and  four  children, 
remained  during  the  bombardment.  He  was  able 
to  distribute  2,000  Testaments  and  Gospels  among 
Belgian  soldiers  in  and  around  that  famous  fortress, 
and  writes  that  he  "  continued  our  Society's 
glorious  work  up  to  the  last  minute." 

In  Siberia  we  have  lost  seven  out  of  twelve  col 
porteurs,  as  a  result  of  the  war.  One  of  these 
men,  who  had  served  through  the  Russo-Japanese 
campaign,  was  summoned  in  September  to  rejoin 
his  regiment,  and  had  to  travel  7,000  miles,  from 
the  Pacific  coast  of  Siberia,  before  he  reached  the 
Russian  fighting  line  in  Poland. 
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War  as  an  Opportunity. 

Happily,  we  can  point  to  another  side  of  the 
picture.  The  Bible  Society  was  born  under  the 
shadow  of  the  sword.  The  red  planet  Mars  ruled 
in  the  horoscope  of  its  nativity.  And  it  has  always 
found  in  times  of  war  a  special  opportunity  for 
service.  When  it  was  founded  in  1804 — the  year 
before  Trafalgar — England  was  in  the  agony  of 
her  long  struggle  with  Napoleon.  The  earliest 
editions  which  the  Society  ever  issued  of  the  New 
Testament  in  French,  in  Danish,  and  in  Dutch,  were 
provided,  in  the  first  instance,  for  foreign  prisoners 
of  war  then  interned  in  England.  It  has  never 
failed  to  respond  to  the  call  of  the  battlefield  with 
prompt  and  practical  sympathy,  making  no  dis 
tinction  between  friend  and  foe.  It  distributed 
millions  of  copies  of  the  Scriptures  among  com 
batants  on  both  sides  during  the  Crimean  war,  the 
Franco-German  war,  the  Boer  war,  the  Russo- 
Japanese  war,  and  the  recent  conflicts  in  the 
Balkans. 

"The  Souldicrs  Pocket  Bible/' 

When  a  Christian  soldier  sets  out  to  meet  the 
perils  of  a  campaign,  he  will  naturally  want  to 
place  in  his  kit  that  Book  which  is  above  every 
book.  Under  the  King's  regulations  each  man  in 
the  British  army  has  the  right  to  be  supplied  with 
a  Bible  at  the  public  expense.  Nevertheless  for 
carrying  on  route  marches,  when  each  extra  ounce 
counts,  the  Bible  is  a  somewhat  bulky  and  heavy 
volume.  Three  centuries  ago  we  hear  of  Gustavus 
Adolphus,  the  great  Protestant  Captain,  ordering 
special  editions  of  the  Swedish  New  Testament  to 
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be  printed  for  his  troops  in  the  Thirty  Years  War. 
And  at  the  outbreak  of  our  English  civil  war,  a 
slender  volume  appeared  with  this  quaint  title : — 

THE  SOULDIEKS  POCKET  BIBLE  : 

CONTAINING  THE  MOST  (IF  NOT  ALL)  THOSE  PLACES  CONTAINED  IN 
HOLY  SCRIPTURE,  WHO  DOE  SHEW  THE  QUALIFICATIONS  OF  HIS  INNER 
MAN,  THAT  IS  A  FIT  SOULDIER  TO  FIGHT  THE  LORDS  BATTELS,  BOTH 

BEFORE    HE    FIGHT,    IN    THE    FIGHT,    AND    AFTER    THE    FIGHT  J 

WHICH  SCRIPTURES  ARE  REDUCED  TO  SEVERALL  HEADS,  AND  FITLY 
APPLYED  TO  THB  SOULDIERS  SEVERALL  OCCASIONS,  AND  SO  MAY  SUPPLY 
THE  WANT  OF  THE  WHOLE  BlBLE  ;  WHICH  A  SOULDIER  CANNOT  CON 
VENIENTLY  CARRY  ABOUT  HIM: 

AND  MAY  BEE  ALSO  USEFULL  FOR  ANY  CHRISTIAN  TO  MEDITATE  UPON, 
NOW  IN  THIS  MISERABLE  TIME  OF  WARRE. 

This  was  a  booklet  of  only  sixteen  pages,  and 
consisted  of  selected  verses  from  Scripture  grouped 
under  suitable  headings ;  all  except  six  of  the 
passages  were  taken  from  the  Old  Testament,  the 
text  used  being  the  Genevan  version,  which  for 
nearly  a  century  after  its  first  publication  in  1560 
remained  the  popular  Bible  of  the  English  people. 

The  headings  are  striking  and  appropriate : — 

A  Souldier  must  not  doe  wickedly  .  .  .  must  be  valiant  for  Gods 
Cause  .  .  .  must  denie  his  owne  wisedome,  his  own  strength,  and  all 
provision  of  war  .  .  .  must  put  his  confidence  in  Gods  Wisedome  and 
strength  .  .  .  must  pray  before  he  goe  to  fight  .  .  .  must  consider 
and  beleeve  Gods  gracious  promises  .  .  .  must  not  feare  his  enemies 
.  .  .  must  love  his  enemies  as  they  are  his  enemies,  and  hate  them 
as  they  are  Gods  enemies  .  .  .  must  crie  unto  God  in  his  heart  in  the 
very  instant  of  the  battell  .  .  .  must  consider  that  sometimes  Gods 
people  have  the  worst  in  battell  as  well  as  Gods  enemies  ...  it 
cometh  of  the  Lord  ...  for  the  iniquities  of  Gods  people  .  .  .  There 
fore  both  Souldiers  and  all  Gods  people  upon  such  occasions  must 
search  out  their  sinnes  .  .  .  whether  we  have  not  put  too  little 
confidence  in  the  Arme  of  the  Lord,  and  too  much  in  the  arme  of 
flesh  .  .  .  the  Lord  hath  over  beene  accustomed  to  give  the  victory 
to  a  few  .  .  .  the  very  nicke  of  time  that  God  hath  promised  us 
helpe  is  when  we  see  no  helpe  in  man  ...  if  we  obtaine  any  victory 
over  our  enemies,  it  is  our  dutie  to  give  all  the  glory  to  the  Lord. 
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The  Most  Necessary  Weapon* 

During  the  stormy  years  of  the  Commonwealth  a 
Puritan  divine  composed  a  treatise,  which  had  no 
small  vogue,  entitled  The  Christian  in  Complete 
Armour.  Cromwell's  troopers  wore  steel  caps  and 
breastplates  over  their  leather  coats,  and  rode  to 
battle  armed  with  match-lock  musketooiis.  To-day 
we  are  sending  our  sailors  and  soldiers  to  fight 
equipped  in  far  different  fashion.  But,  now,  as  then, 
they  need  one  weapon  to  complete  their  panoply. 

As  soon  as  the  present  war  broke  oat,  the  Bible 
Society  took  immediate  steps  to  meet  the  needs  and 
to  utilize  the  opportunities  of  the  situation.  Im 
mense  editions  of  pocket  Testaments,  Gospels,  and 
Psalters  were  at  once  prepared,  specially  bound  in 
khaki,  with  a  red  cross  on  the  cover. 

For  sick  and  wounded  soldiers  and  sailors  the 
Society  has  undertaken  to  present  as  many  Testa 
ments  and  Gospels  as  are  needed — in  the  different 
languages  required — to  all  Red  Cross  organizations, 
field  hospitals,  etc.,  in  this  country  and  abroad. 
These  books  are  in  English,  Welsh,  French,  Flemish, 
Dutch,  German,  Italian,  Bohemian,  Hungarian, 
Russian,  Slavonic,  Ruthenian,  Esthonian,  Lettish, 
Lithuanian,  Polish,  Serbian,  Turkish,  Arabic  (for 
French  Algerian  soldiers),  Urdu,  Parijabi  (for  the 
Sikhs),  Nepali  (for  the  Gurkhas),  Pashto  (for  the 
Pathans),  Japanese,  and  other  languages. 

Similar  books,  small  and  light  and  easy  to  read, 
bound  in  khaki,  are  also  supplied  in  any  numbers, 
free  of  charge,  for  prisoners  of  war  in  different 
countries,  for  aliens  interned  in  camps,  and  for 
civilian  refugees. 

To  those  friends  at  home  who  desire  to  give  away 
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books  among  our  own  soldiers,  pocket  khaki  editions 
of  the  penny  English  Testament  and  the  halfpenny 
Gospels,  are  granted  for  the  purpose  at  a  war 
discount — which  means  that  the  books  are  supplied 
for  less  than  half  of  what  they  cost  to  print. 

Arrangements  were  made  through  our  Auxiliaries 
in  Canada,  Australia,  New  Zealand,  and  South  Africa, 
to  present  a  New  Testament  to  each  member  of 
the  contingents  from  the  Overseas  Dominions  and 
Colonies.  In  Canada  alone  60,000  Testaments  have 
been  thus  distributed.  At  Johannesburg,  over  5,000 
Testaments  and  Gospels  were  given  away  to  the 
forces  within  five  weeks  of  the  declaration  of  war. 
A  special  fund  was  promptly  raised  to  enable  the 
Society  to  present  a  New  Testament  in  Welsh  to 
each  Welsh  recruit  enlisted  in  the  Principality. 

A  popular  maxim  for  war-time  exhorts  us  to  carry 
on  "  business  as  usual."  But  this  world-wide  conflict 
is  thrusting  upon  us  new  claims  for  unusual  service 
and  sacrifice.  The  urgent  appeals  which  the  war  has 
brought  to  the  Bible  House  are  steadily  multiplying. 
In  response  to  these  appeals  the  Society  has  sent 
out,  during  the  first  nine  months  of  the  fighting, 
TWO  MILLION  Testaments,  Psalters,  and  Gospels. 
These  books  have  been  circulated  in  more  than  a 
dozen  different  countries,  and  the  total  rises  every  day. 

A  Ubiquitous  Agency. 

In  carrying  out  this  war  distribution,  the  Bible 
Society  possesses  unrivalled  advantages.  Nearly 
thirty  different  languages  are  current  among  the 
soldiers  of  many  races  now  fighting ;  but  in  every 
one  of  these  tongues  the  Society  has  been  print 
ing  and  circulating  the  Scriptures  for  many  years 
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past.  No  other  institution  is  so  ubiquitous. 
Through  its  agents  and  experienced  colporteurs,  and 
from  its  depots — not  merely  in  great  cities  like 
Petrograd  and  Berlin  and  Paris  and  Constantinople, 
but  at  centres  of  conflict  such  as  Antwerp 
and  Warsaw  and  Belgrade  and  Tsingtau — God's 
Book  has  been  put  into  the  hands  of  multitudes 
who  feel  their  need  of  it  now  as  they  never  did 
before.  The  utmost  care  has  been  taken  to  avoid 
overlapping  and  waste.  Wherever  possible,  the  Scrip 
tures  have  been  distributed  through  official  channels, 
naval  and  army  chaplains,  Red  Cross  organizations, 
military  hospitals,  etc.,  in  this  country  and  abroad. 

A  recent  letter  in  The  Times,  from  the  secretary  of  the  War 
Library,  Surrey  House,  Marble  Arch,  London,  gave  particulars  of 
the  effective  distribution  of  over  a  quarter  of  a  million  books,  besides 
innumerable  magazines,  among  ships  of  the  fleet  and  regiments  in 
camp  ;  the  writer  adds  :  "  We  must  especially  thank  the  British  and 
Foreign  Bible  Society  for  the  little  khaki-bound  Gospels  and  Testa 
ments  for  which  there  has  been  constant  demand." 

Eager  for  Gospels* 

The  Society's  output  of  copies  of  the  Scriptures  in 
connexion  with  the  war  continues  to  flow  with 
increasing  volume.  It  is  impossible  by  mere  figures 
to  convey  any  adequate  idea  of  the  variety  and 
extent  of  Christian  service  which  is  thus  being 
rendered  to  the  soldiers  and  sailors,  not  only  of 
Great  Britain,  but  of  all  nations  now  involved  in  war 
— as  well  as  to  the  multitudes  of  sick  and  wounded,  to 
the  prisoners  of  war  in  many  different  countries,  to 
alien  civilians  in  detention  camps,  and  to  refugees. 
We  can  only  give  a  few  glimpses  of  activity  from 
points  here  and  there  in  a  world-wide  field. 

From     the     Soldiers'    Home     at    Aldershot    Miss 
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Hamilton  writes  :  "  If  the  Bible  Society's  Committee 
could  only  see  the  men  taking  the  Gospels,  they 
would  feel  they  were  well  worth  giving.  The  open 
ings  among  these  crowds  of  new  recruits  are  unpre 
cedented,  and  their  eagerness  to  receive  the  Gospels 
wonderful." 

The  Bishop  of  Oxford  during  his  holiday  this  year 
served  as  a  hospital  chaplain  in  France,  and  he 
has  related  some  of  his  experiences :  "  Next  to 
tobacco,  the  thing  the  British  soldier  is  most  keen  to 
have  is  Gospels  ;  and  when  I  asked,  '  Which  one  ? '  in 
a  large  majority  of  cases  the  request  was  for  St.  Luke. 
Perhaps  they  half -unconsciously  recognize  it  as  the 
poor  man's  Gospel." 

In  a  hospital  at  Leeds  a  young  Canadian  lay 
suffering  from  the  effects  of  the  terrible  asphyxiating 
gases ;  he  took  from  his  pocket  a  Testament  which 
had  been  with  him  at  Ypres,  La  Bassee  and 
Armentieres,  in  which  was  inscribed,  "  Presented 
by  the  British  and  Foreign  and  Canadian  Bible 
Societies,  in  the  war  of  1914."  When  another 
soldier  in  the  same  hospital,  who  is  very  badly 
hurt,  received  a  New  Testament,  he  raised  it  to 
his  bandaged  and  disfigured  face  and  reverently 
kissed  it. 

German  Prisoners  in  England, 

The  vicar  of  an  English  town  writes  :  "  Thank  you 
very  much  for  the  Gospels  you  have  so  kindly  granted 
me  for  the  German  prisoners  here.  They  have  all 
vanished !  If  you  had  only  seen  the  eagerness  with 
which  they  were  taken,  and  the  381  men  who  strove 
for  them,  you  would  indeed  rejoice.  I  was  almost 
like  one  in  the  centre  of  a  football  '  scrum  ' ;  so  eager 
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were  they  to  get  the  German  Gospels.  They  asked 
me  for  a  service  on  the  following  Sunday,  and  I  hold 
it  regularly  now.  P.S. — Thank  you  so  much  for  the 
500  more  Gospels  just  received." 

A  German  pastor  confined  in  a  detention  camp 
in  the  south  of  England  received  German  hooks  to 
distribute  among  his  fellow-prisoners.  He  wrote : 
"  The  Testaments  and  Gospels  went  like  hot  cross 
buns  and  I  have  none  left.  The  men  are  continually 
asking  for  more,  but  of  course  I  am  unable  to  satisfy 
them.  They  appreciate  them  especially  on  account 
of  being  able  to  have  their  names  inserted.  Many 
have  asked  me  for  English  Testaments,  and  if  you 
could  possibly  send  a  few  hundred  they  would  be 
appreciated  and  snapped  up  at  once.  Please  do 
your  best  to  help  these  men,  many  of  whom  are  too 
poor  to  help  themselves."  A  further  supply  was  sent 
at  once. 

Soldiers  in  France* 

From  the  British  Embassy  Church  House,  Paris, 
the  Rev.  A.  G.  Y.  Blunt  wrote  in  October,  1914: 
"The  grant  of  New  Testaments  and  Gospels  just 
arrived  will  prove  invaluable.  I  had  run  right  out, 
and  now  your  splendid  supply  will  provide  us  with 
what  we  need  for  some  time  to  come.  I  will  give 
some  to  other  chaplains  here,  who  are  visiting  tho 
wounded.  Please  convey  our  warm  thanks  to  the 
Society.  You  must  have  a  tremendous  task  in  hand, 
and  you  are  laying  hold  of  a  great  opportunity." 

44  Fear  not.  only  believe/' 

A  colporteur  at  Tours  was  recognized  by  a 
wounded  French  soldier.  "I  have  got  one  of  your 
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little  books,"  said  the  soldier.  "  You  gave  it  to  me 
in  Paris,  at  the  Place  de  la  Gare,  when  I  was  setting 
out  with  my  regiment  for  the  front.  To  tell  you 
the  truth,  I  was  in  a  great  funk  (frousse),  which  I 
could  not  get  rid  of.  But  one  day,  when  time  was 
hanging  on  my  hands,  I  began  to  read  your  little 
book,  the  Gospel  according  to  St.  Mark.  At  first  it 
did  not  interest  me  much  ;  but  there  was  one  line 
which  arrested  me,  the  sentence,  '  Fear  not,  only 
believe'  Those  words  obsessed  me  to  such  an  extent 
that  I  took  them  as  a  Divine  warning  that  I  was 
not  to  be  afraid.  When  we  came  face  to  face  with 
the  enemy  I  trembled  no  longer,  because  I  felt  that 
my  God  was  near  me,  and  that  was  the  sole  ground 
of  my  courage.  I  used  to  believe  in  God  when  I 
was  a  child.  Before  the  war,  I  had  lost  my  faith ; 
but  now  I  have  recovered  it  once  more.  I  gave  that 
Gospel  to  a  chum,  to  show  him  how  grateful  I  was 
— because  when  I  was  wounded,  he  carried  me 
away  just  as  the  Germans  were  coming  upon  us — 
but  I  miss  that  little  book."  So  he  procured  from 
the  colporteur  a  New  Testament. 

At  Bordeaux,  where  a  thousand  wounded  German 
soldiers  have  been  nursed  in  French  hospitals, 
German  Testaments  and  Gospels  were  distributed 
among  them  by  the  Bible  Society's  representative — 
a  French  Protestant  pastor,  whose  two  sons  are 
themselves  prisoners  in  Germany.  A  Testament  was 
accepted  from  him  by  a  wounded  officer  named 
von  Bliicher — a  great-great-nephew  of  the  famous 
Prussian  field-marshal  who  fought  at  Waterloo. 

From  a  Church  Army  war  hospital,  established 
at  Caen,  under  the  auspices  of  the  St.  John  Am 
bulance  Association,  an  interesting  communication 

47 


THE  BOOK  AND  THE  SWORD 

describes  how  free  grants  supplied  by  our  Society 
have  been  utilized.  The  books  sent  included  French 
Testaments  and  Gospels,  Flemish  Gospels,  and 
various  portions  of  the  Scriptures  in  several  dialects 
of  Arabic.  This  hospital  contains  ninety  beds  for 
wounded  French  soldiers,  Turcos,  and  Belgians. 

"We  are  most  grateful  for  your  help  which,  for  the  spiritual 
purposes  of  the  hospital,  has  been  invaluable.  We  tried  to  use  the 
books  as  wisely  as  possible  :  282  men  have  received  New  Testaments 
or  Gospels  at  their  own  request.  For  some  of  the  Belgians  unable 
to  speak  French,  the  Flemish  copies  have  been  most  useful.  They 
were  especially  valued,  as  there  was  no  other  Flemish  literature 
available.  One  man  read  the  New  Testament  straight  through  in 
five  days  after  it  was  given  to  him.  We  have  been  compelled  to 
ask  for  a  varied  supply  of  Arabic  editions,  because  the  different 
Turcos  vary  so  much  in  the  type  of  Arabic  which  they  understand. 

"  The  men  appreciate  the  work  and  tone  of  the  hospital,  and  know 
that  its  staff  appreciate  the  Bible.  Our  French  servants  have  asked 
for  copies.  Other  copies  have  been  used  in  daily  Bible- readings  with 
French  boy  scouts — thirteen  to  eighteen  years  old — while  some  have 
been  specially  asked  for  and  read  by  their  parents  and  friends." 

The  letter  concludes  by  asking  for  further  supplies  of  books 
(which  have  been  sent) ;  and  adds  that,  although  the  single  Gospels 
are  very  attractive,  the  chief  demand  has  been  for  the  New  Testa 
ment—preferably  the  French  Testament— bound  in  khaki  with  a 
red  cross  on  the  cover. 

Blinded  in  Battle. 

Among  the  most  pathetic  cases  of  wounded 
soldiers  are  the  men  who  come  home  from  the 
war  blinded.  In  response  to  a  request  from  an 
institution  in  Paris  which  is  already  sheltering 
scores  of  such  sightless  French  soldiers — nearly  all 
of  whom  would  like  to  be  taught  to  read — fifty 
copies  of  St.  Luke's  Gospel  in  French,  printed  in 
Braille  embossed  type,  have  been  given  by  our 
Society  for  that  purpose. 

Several  consignments  of  English  Testaments  and 
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Gospels   have  been  received,   with  warm   gratitude, 
by  British  soldiers  and  marines  interned  in  Holland. 

In  Central  Europe. 

With  the  outbreak  of  war,  it  became  at  once  un 
lawful  to  remit  money  to  Austria  and  Germany. 
We  could  no  longer  maintain  about  seventy  col 
porteurs,  many  of  whom  had  given  their  life  to 
Bible  work  and  had  served  the  Society  with  great 
faithfulness.  It  has  proved  possible,  however,  to 
keep  open  our  depots  in  Berlin,  Vienna,  and  Buda 
pest.  Various  friends  in  Germany  have  also  stood 
nobly  by  the  Society,  and  help  it  to  continue 
its  publication  and  distribution  while  no  financial 
support  can  come  from  England. 

During  the  first  eight  months  of  war,  and  mainly 
through  the  kindness  of  friendly  Germans,  360,000 
Testaments  and  Gospels  went  out  from  our  Berlin 
depot — either  free,  or  supplied  at  special  rates — for 
distribution  among  soldiers,  including  the  sick  and 
wounded,  and  French,  Belgian,  Russian,  and  British 
prisoners  of  war. 

Letters  received  in  Berlin  from  German  soldiers 
on  the  battlefield  contain  moving  stories  of  how 
a  single  copy  of  the  New  Testament  has  often  been 
cut  up  into  pieces,  in  order  to  enable  several  men 
to  read  at  the  same  time. 

For  Prisoners  in  Germany. 

Through  the  good  offices  of  British  or  German 
chaplains,  thousands  of  English  Testaments  and 
Gospels  have  been  supplied  to  British  prisoners 
of  war  at  Burg,  at  Ruhleben,  at  Doberitz,  and  at 
other  centres.  Bibles  were  sent  to  British  officers 


THE  BOOK  AND  THE  SWORD 

interned  at  Torgau.  The  Rev.  B.  G.  O'Rorke, 
himself  a  prisoner,  who  acted  as  their  chaplain, 
wrote  that  these  officers  at  once  collected  £3  6s.  for 
the  Bible  Society.  Their  gift  has  been  received  all 
the  more  gratefully  as  we  remember  that  out  of 
his  limited  allowance  an  imprisoned  officer  has  to 
pay  for  his  own  board. 

The  Church  Army  has  been  distributing  parcels 
of  "comforts"  to  British  prisoners  of  war  in 
Germany.  Each  parcel  contains  a  khaki-bound  New 
Testament,  presented  by  our  Society.  A  sergeant 
of  the  4th  Dragoon  Guards,  writing  to  Prebendary 
Carlile  on  behalf  of  himself  and  his  comrades, 
declared  :  "  The  Testaments  are  keenly  sought  after, 
and  all  who  have  them  look  after  them  carefully." 

Writing  to  The  Christian,  the  Rev.  Julius  Rohrbach 
describes  how  he  was  repeatedly  allowed  to  preach 
to  the  British  prisoners  of  war  in  the  concentration 
camp  at  Doberitz,  near  Berlin,  where  about  4,500 
men  are  quartered  in  barracks.  During  his  frequent 
visits,  Mr.  Rohrbach  was  able  to  get  into  personal 
touch  with  the  soldiers.  "  We  gave  the  men  Bibles, 
Testaments,  and  Gospels,  supplied  to  us  by  the 
British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society.  The  men  have 
permission  to  hold  meetings  for  prayer  and  Bible- 
readings  among  themselves." 

Nearly  100,000  Russian  Gospels  and  Testaments, 
besides  large  new  editions  of  the  Esthonian  and 
Lettish  Testaments,  have  been  specially  printed  for 
Russian  prisoners  of  war  in  Germany. 

In  Serbia* 

By  the  middle  of  October  our  veteran  colporteur  at 
Belgrade,  Mr.  Lichtenberger,  had  been  able  to  give 
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away  4,300  copies  of  the  Scriptures  among  wounded 
Serbian  soldiers.  This  letter,  written  in  the  British 
Red  Cross  hospital  at  Uskub,  has  reached  the 
Bible  House  from  Mr.  James  W.  Wiles,  who  is 
English  Lecturer  at  Belgrade  University : — 

"  At  Belgrade  in  February  I  had  the  great  pleasure  of  meeting  my 
dear  old  friend,  Mr.  Lichtenberger.  The  city  had  again  been  under  fire 
for  three  days,  and  one  shell  had  on  the  previous  day  burst  very  near 
to  your  dep6t  in  Pop  Lukina  Ulica.  Mr.  Lichtenberger,  however,  has 
quietly  continued  at  his  post  all  through  the  war,  and  has  steadily 
gone  on  distributing  the  Scriptures  to  the  best  of  his  ability — and  that 
in  a  way  which  would  put  to  shame  many  a  younger  man.  The 
day  I  reached  Belgrade  he  had  carried  56  Ibs.  of  books  on  his  back, 
for  over  seven  miles,  across  rough  country,  at  the  age  of  71 1  " 

The  British  Red  Cross  detachments  of  doctors  and 
nurses  which  have  gone  out  to  Serbia  also  took 
charge  of  Serbian  Testaments  and  Gospels  for  the 
thousands  of  sick  and  wounded  there. 

In  Russia* 

Word  comes  from  Petrograd  that  the  presses  of 
the  Holy  Synod  have  been  working  ceaselessly 
to  produce  popular  Russian  editions  of  the  Scrip 
tures.  The  Orthodox  Church  is  distributing  these 
books  in  very  large  numbers  among  the  armies  of 
the  Tsar,  as  well  as  to  sick  and  wounded  soldiers. 
Various  Imperial  organizations  in  Russia  are  also 
including  Testaments  and  Gospels  among  the  "com 
forts  "  which  they  are  providing  for  the  troops  at 
the  front.  In  similar  service  all  the  available  Rus 
sian  books  at  the  Society's  depot  in  Petrograd  were 
at  one  time  exhausted,  until  the  Holy  Synod  printed 
fresh  editions  to  replenish  our  stock. 

For  the  use  of  sick  and  wounded  Russian  soldiers 
we  are  supplying  as  many  copies  as  are  needed, 
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free  of  charge.  In  cities  like  Petrograd,  Moscow, 
Kieff,  and  Samara,  these  are  carried  to  the 
hospitals  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  patients 
by  members  of  our  own  staff ;  at  other  centres, 
like  Vilna  and  Warsaw,  they  have  been  distributed 
through  the  officials  of  the  Russian  Red  Cross 
Society.  A  Red  Cross  detachment  from  the  United 
States,  passing  through  Petrograd  on  its  way  to 
Kieff,  took  charge  of  a  supply  of  Gospels  for 
distribution. 

At  Petrograd,  a  letter  of  thanks  has  been  received 
by  our  agent  from  Her  Imperial  Highness  the 
Grand  Duchess  Marie  Pavolna :  "  Your  gracious 
contribution  in  support  of  my  depot  and  medical 
organizations  for  the  rendering  of  aid  to  the 
wounded  and  the  sick,  and  for  the  alleviation  of 
their  lot  in  the  present  war,  was  of  substantial 
assistance  to  me  in  the  sacred  task.  I  consider  it 
my  pleasant  duty  to  express  to  you  my  sincere 
gratitude  for  your  willing  response  to  my  appeal 
at  this  critical  moment." 

Another  letter  of  thanks  from  the  Russian  Red 
Cross  Society  ran :  "  The  Directors  of  the  Russian 
Society  of  the  Red  Cross,  being  informed  of  your 
contribution  of  8,000  copies  of  Gospels  in  the 
Russian  language  for  the  needs  of  sick  and  wounded 
soldiers,  offer  you  their  sincere  thanks  for  this  gift." 

A  senior  chaplain  of  the  Russian  army  wrote : 
"The  Holy  Scriptures  which  you  forwarded  I  have 
distributed  among  different  companies  of  troops  on 
the  south-eastern  front,  and  I  am  convinced  that 
the  reading  of  them  will  bring  strength  and  comfort 
to  many  a  soul  among  our  warriors.  I  beg  you  to 
transmit  our  warm  thanks  to  your  Society." 
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Great  numbers  of  German  Testaments  and  Gospels 
have  also  been  given  away  among  German  prisoners 
of  war  in  Russia. 

In  Siberia. 

Many  hundreds  of  wounded  Russian  soldiers 
are  being  nursed  at  Ekaterinberg  in  the  Urals. 
Last  Christmas  two  English  ladies  gave  away 
Russian  Gospels  in  the  military  hospitals.  One 
soldier  said  that  they  received  various  presents  of 
newspapers  and  fruit,  but  that  "  the  little  book  was 
worth  the  whole  lot."  The  Bishop  of  Ekaterinberg 
visits  one  or  other  of  these  hospitals  every  day, 
speaks  to  each  soldier,  and  gives  him  his  blessing. 
Our  Society  presented  the  Bishop  with  a  supply  of 
Russian  Gospels,  which  were  distributed  to  the 
wounded  by  his  own  hands. 

In  the  military  hospital  at  Perm,  in  Siberia,  a  free 
distribution  was  recently  carried  out  for  our  Society 
by  one  of  its  former  colporteurs.  He  writes  :  "  I  dis 
tributed  the  books  among  the  sick  and  wounded 
Russians,  and  read  aloud  from  the  Gospels.  The 
soldiers  wish  to  thank  the  Bible  Society  for  its  gifts, 
and  the  sympathy  it  has  shown." 

One  result  of  the  war  has  been  an  increased  demand 
in  Russia  for  the  Georgian  version  of  the  Scriptures. 
In  peace  these  books  circulate  slowly,  on  account 
of  the  religious  indifference  of  the  people  ;  but  since 
the  war  began  large  numbers  of  Georgian  Gospels 
have  been  distributed,  not  only  in  Transcaucasia, 
but  on  the  western  frontier  of  Russia,  and  in  the 
lazarets  for  sick  and  wounded  soldiers  at  Petrograd. 
The  Bible  Society  has  obtained  permission  from  the 
Exarch  of  the  Georgian  Church  to  print  at  Tiflis, 
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in  the  Caucasus,  a  fresh  edition  of  the  four  Gospels 
in  Georgian. 

At  Irkutsk,  near  Lake  Baikal,  a  Lutheran  pastor 
is  giving  away  German  Testaments  among  wounded 
German  soldiers  in  hospitals  and  German  prisoners 
in  camps. 

For  Scattered  Prisoners  of  War. 

German  Testaments  and  Gospels  have  been  given 
away  among  German  prisoners  of  war  in  Malta, 
among  whom  are  included  the  crew  of  the  Emden. 

In  Ceylon,  a  trustworthy  colporteur  has  been 
allowed  by  the  military  authorities  to  visit  the 
German  prisoners  of  war,  numbering  between  400 
and  500,  who  are  confined  in  the  Diyatalawa  camp, 
high  up  among  the  hills.  Large  numbers  of  these 
prisoners  thankfully  accepted  copies  of  the  Scriptures 
in  German,  and  expressed  their  gratitude  that  our 
Society  had  remembered  them. 

Testaments  and  Gospels  in  German  have  been 
presented  to  Austrian  prisoners,  interned  just  out 
side  Darjeeling.  Gospels  and  Testaments  in  Turkish, 
Arabic,  and  Hebrew  are  being  given  away  by  our 
agent  at  Rangoon  among  prisoners  from  the  Sultan's 
army  now  confined  in  Burma. 

At  Johannesburg  and  at  Pietermaritzburg  the  dis 
tribution  of  the  Scriptures  to  prisoners  of  war  has 
been  kindly  undertaken  by  the  ministers  of  the  Dutch 
Reformed  Church ;  while  to  interned  Germans  it  was 
carried  out  by  Christian  workers  who  were  them 
selves  among  the  interned. 

From  Cape  Town  we  hear  that  Dutch  Testaments 
were  sent  to  the  pastor  of  the  Dutch  Reformed 
Church  at  Beaconsfield,  for  distribution  among 
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the  4,000  rebel  prisoners  in  camp  at  that  place. 
Dutch  Testaments  have  also  been  given  away 
among  rebel  prisoners  at  Tokai ;  these  men  desired 
to  "  convey  to  the  Bible  Society  their  most  heart 
felt  thanks  for  its  kind  thought,  and  for  the 
help  and  consolation  the  books  will  be  to  them 
when  they  get  back  to  their  farms." 

In  Canada,  1,000  copies  of  the  Scriptures,  in 
fourteen  different  languages,  have  been  given  away 
among  the  foreign  prisoners  who  are  interned  at 
Kingston  and  Toronto. 

Wounded  Indian  Soldiers  in  Uganda. 

From  Uganda,  Dr.  Albert  Cook,  of  the  C.M.S. 
hospital  at  Mengo,  sends  "  very  hearty  thanks  for 
the  generous  grant  of  Gospels  [in  various  Indian 
languages]  you  are  making  to  the  Indians  in  this 
hospital.  Wo  have  been  receiving  a  large  number 
of  sick  and  wounded  soldiers,  and  they  deeply 
appreciate  the  books." 

Japanese  troops  at  Tsingtau* 

The  Rev.  J.  A.  Kuiize,  a  German  missionary, 
writes  from  Tsingtau :  "  A  short  time  after  the 
white  flag  of  surrender  was  hoisted,  the  victorious 
Japanese  soldiers  stormed  into  Tsingtau,  and  entered 
our  mission  house.  I  fetched  Chinese  New  Testa 
ments  arid  offered  them  as  presents.  In  a  short 
time  I  had  disposed  of  about  a  hundred  Testaments, 
and  their  recipients  left,  without  taking  even  a 
thread  of  my  belongings.  Most  of  these  soldiers 
of  the  Japanese  advance  guard  spoke  Chinese  quite 
well,  and  began  reading  their  books  at  once.  I 
praised  God  that  I  was  thus  enabled  to  do  a  little 
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mission     work,     without     knowing     a     word     of 
Japanese." 

In  Japan* 

From  its  dep6t  at  Kobe*  the  Bible  Society  has 
granted  6,500  Japanese  Testaments  and  Gospels  to 
be  given  away  among  sailors  in  the  Japanese  navy. 
The  Minister  for  the  Navy  wrote  expressing  his 
thanks,  and  promising  that  the  books  shall  be 
distributed.  To  the  Japanese  troops  at  Tsingtau 
6,000  Gospels  have  also  been  sent.  Members  of  our 
staff  in  Japan  have  visited  the  naval  hospital  at 
Kure  and  the  military  hospital  at  Hiroshima, 
where  the  sick  and  wounded  sailors  and  soldiers  grate 
fully  accepted  Japanese  Testaments  and  Gospels. 
German  copies  of  the  Scriptures  have  also  been 
presented  to  the  German  wounded  and  prisoners 
in  Japan. 

*  *  *  *  * 

War  brings  men  closer  to  the  things  which  are 
unseen  and  eternal.  The  apparition  of  angels  at 
Mons  cannot  be  verified :  but  the  story  points  to 
a  profound  spiritual  reality.  In  this  connexion 
there  is  a  noble  passage  of  Ruskin  which  we  may 
quote : — 

"If  at  any  time  the  Greek  was  touched  with  a  true  feeling  of  the 
unseen  powers  around  him,  it  was  in  the  field  of  poised  battle,  for 
there  is  something  in  the  near-coming  of  the  shadow  of  death,  some 
thing  in  the  devoted  fulfilment  of  mortal  duty,  that  reveals  the  real 
God,  though  darkly ;  that  pause  on  the  field  of  Platsea  was  not  one 
of  vain  superstition;  the  two  white  figures  that  blazed  along  the 
Delphic  plain,  when  the  earthquake  and  the  fire  led  the  charge  from 
Olympus,  were  more  than  sunbeams  on  the  battle  dust ;  the  sacred 
cloud,  with  its  lance  light  and  triumph  singing,  that  went  down  to 
brood  over  the  mists  at  Salamis,  was  more  than  morning  mist  among 
the  olives." 
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For  millions  of  men  this  present  war,  with  its 
apocalypse  of  devilry,  has  revealed  also  the  powers 
of  the  world  to  come,  in  their  awful,  overwhelming 
nearness.  And  for  millions  of  men  the  war  has  put 
deeper  meaning  into  the  Bible.  God's  Book  is  never 
more  at  home  than  amid  great  tribulation.  We  are 
all  discovering  afresh  its  heart-piercing  reality.  We 
can  feel  with  the  trooper  in  a  Scottish  cavalry  regi 
ment  who  said:  "Every  time  I  use  this  sword  of  steel 
it  gets  the  blunter ;  but  every  time  I  use  this  Sword 
of  the  Spirit  it  gets  the  sharper." 

A  Russian  princess  wondered  that  the  Psalms 
should  bring  such  comfort  to  wounded  men  in 
hospital  at  Petrograd.  "Why  are  you  so  fond  of 
them?"  she  asked.  "I  had  a  Psalter  with  me  at 
the  front,"  replied  a  soldier.  "  It  was  in  my  pocket 
during  many  battles.  We  read  the  Psalms  in  our 
company  before  we  went  out  to  fight.  They  helped 
us.  They  prepared  us  to  die.  Many  of  us  are  dead." 

An  ancient  sword  which  is  preserved  in  the 
Cabinet  de  M6dailles  at  Paris  bears  on  its  blade 
this  inscription :  "  There  is  no  conqueror  but  God." 
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"  The  Book1  a  a  common  largess  to  mankind  ; 
Not  more  for  them  than  every  man  designed; 
The  welcome  news  is  in  the  letter  found; 
The  carrier's  not  commissioned  to  expound. 
It  speaks  itself,  and  what  it  does  contain, 
In  all  things  needful  to  be  known,  is  plain." 

DRYDBN:  Beligio  Laici,  364-370. 

THE  Bible  Society  is  curiously  international,  and 
links  the  ends  of  the  earth  together.  This  appears 
not  only  from  the  versions  which  it  publishes  in 
the  languages  of  every  country,  but  also  from  the 
cosmopolitan  staff  which  it  employs.  Its  agents 
represent  a  dozen  different  communions  of  the 
Universal  Church.  Its  colporteurs  are  Christian 
men  drawn  from  all  the  typical  races  of  mankind. 
For  the  purpose  of  carrying  the  Scriptures  to 
common  people  all  over  the  world,  the  Society 
maintains  its  own  Bible-sellers  in  each  nation.  Such 
a  man  is  generally  a  native  of  the  country  where 
he  labours ;  as  a  son  of  the  soil,  he  is  at  home  in  its 
dialects  and  familiar  with  its  customs ;  and  his 
business  is  to  travel  from  town  to  town  and  from 
village  to  village,  calling  at  the  wayside  homes 
which  lie  between,  and  offering  his  cheap  little  books 
from  door  to  door. 

The  Society  has  in  its  service  about  1,200  of  these 
wandering  colporteurs,  who  are  at  work  continuously 
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from  January  to  December.  Last  year  they  sold  more 
than  FIVE  MILLION  copies  of  the  Scriptures.  Their 
ranks  include  men  strangely  unlike  in  blood  and 
speech.  Syrian  colporteurs  visit  the  bazaars  of  Antioch 
and  Damascus.  Peruvian  colporteurs  climb  the  slopes 
of  the  Andes.  Christian  negroes  sell  the  Yoruba 
Bible  on  the  West  Coast  of  Africa.  Spaniards  set 
up  their  Bible-stalls  at  the  fairs  in  Spain.  Half  the 
Society's  staff  consists  of  brown  men  in  India  and 
yellow  men  in  China.  Hardly  any  other  institu 
tion  embraces  among  its  servants  so  many  kindreds 
and  nations  and  tongues. 

The  business  of  the  Bible-seller  is  solely  to  place 
God's  Book  in  the  hands  of  common  people.  It  is 
no  part  of  his  duty  to  proselytize,  or  to  detach 
adherents  from  any  Church.  But  he  has  learned 
to  know  and  love  the  Gospel  he  carries,  and  he  can 
commend  it  by  the  simple  testimony  of  his  own 
experience.  He  wanders  far  and  wide,  not  merely 
along  city  streets  and  highroads,  but  by  cross 
country  footpaths.  He  visits  isolated  farmsteads 
scattered  over  the  prairie,  or  picks  his  way  along 
elusive  forest-trails,  or  toils  up  some  bleak  pass 
to  reach  a  village  among  the  hills.  You  may  find 
him  also  on  the  water — steering  his  boat  down 
dangerous  rapids,  or  boarding  an  emigrant  ship 
in  harbour.  Across  the  great  river-plains  of  China, 
thick  studded  with  thousands  of  towns  and  hamlets, 
the  colporteur  plods  patiently  along  barrow-tracks 
between  the  rice-fields,  offering  each  man  he  meets 
the  Chinese  New  Testament  for  a  penny. 

The  colporteur's  chequered  experience  is  not  free 
from  hardship  and  danger.  In  the  Amazon  Valley 
the  bare  necessities  of  life  are  hard  to  obtain,  and 
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several  colporteurs,  voyaging  last  year  by  canoe 
along  the  tangled  waterways,  sickened  with  fever, 
due  to  lack  of  proper  food.  Two  colporteurs  in 
North  Italy,  and  another  in  Tunisia,  were  arrested 
and  imprisoned  as  spies.  In  Java  our  Bible-sellers 
have  been  heavily  handicapped  by  "heat,  floods, 
famines,  fevers,  plague,  and  cholera."  Among  the 
Ural  Mountains  two  Russian  colporteurs,  wrapped 
in  furs,  travelled  800  miles  over  the  snow  with  a 
horse  and  sleigh,  visiting  scattered  villages ;  once 
they  were  lost  and  half-frozen  in  a  blizzard,  but 
they  found  refuge  in  a  camp  of  Kirghiz  Tatars, 
who  revived  them  with  brick  tea  brewed  in  Kirghiz 
fashion. 

In  Bolivia,  a  Spanish  Bible  was  sold  to  a  toreador, 
who  had  just  taken  part  in  a  bull-fight.  In  Persia, 
not  a  few  books  were  bought  by  British,  Armenian, 
and  Persian  employees  of  the  Anglo-Persian  Oil 
Company.  Chinese  Gospels  were  sold  in  the  opium 
dens  at  Lima.  Japanese  Gospels  found  many  pur 
chasers  in  Vancouver.  Burmese  Gospels  were  dis 
tributed  in  Buddhist  nunneries  near  Mandalay.  A 
colporteur  visited  remote  hamlets  and  huts  in 
Venezuela,  where  nobody  had  set  eyes  on  a  Bible 
before. 

On  the  far  Pacific  coast  of  Siberia  many  Korean 
immigrants  have  now  entered  the  fold  of  the 
Orthodox  Church.  One  of  these  Korean  converts, 
recommended  to  our  Society  by  the  Russian  mission 
ary  bishop  in  Vladivostock,  was  engaged  last  year 
to  sell  the  Scriptures  among  his  fellow-countrymen 
there,  and  proved  a  zealous  worker. 

Last  November  our  sub-agent  in  Mongolia,  Mr. 
Almblad,  made  a  journey  from  the  Great  Wall  of 
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China  across  the  desert  of  Gobi  to  Urga.  The 
expedition  was  not  free  from  peril.  His  party  had 
five  times  to  face  Mongolian  robbers,  who  were  all 
well  armed  with  foreign  rifles.  However,  they  re 
fused  to  rob  any  foreigners  or  Mongolians,  though 
for  a  time  no  Chinese  travellers  could  escape  being 
plundered.  Mr.  Almblad  met  with  snow  on  his 
journey,  and  found  it  lying  deep  at  Urga  :  "  fat  camels 
can  stand  the  snow  all  right,  but  horses  cannot  stand 
it  for  long."  At  Urga,  our  Society's  caravan  of 
ponies  and  camels  has  been  quartered  under  the 
care  of  Mongols.  On  his  journey  back  Mr.  Almblad 
followed  a  different  track,  in  order  that  he  might 
come  across  Mongol  tents  which  had  never  before 
been  visited  by  any  seller  of  books.  He  was  able 
to  distribute  several  hundred  Gospels,  and  returned 
safely  just  before  Christmas  to  Kalgan,  which  lies 
within  the  Chinese  border. 

The  Grace  of  Common  Sense* 

The  rank  and  file  of  our  colporteurs  are  pious, 
humble,  faithful  Christian  workers,  who  plod  on 
patiently  and  perseveringly  in  the  daily  round  of 
their  duty.  As  a  rule,  they  do  not  possess  out 
standing  abilities,  nor  have  they  generally  received 
any  elaborate  education.  And  yet  it  is  refreshing 
to  discover  how  often  these  plain  countrymen  are 
endowed  with  genuine  native  sense  and  shrewdness, 
often  rising  into  keen  spiritual  perception.  Not 
a  few  of  our  Bible-sellers  show  rare  tact  and  readi 
ness  in  dealing  with  inquirers  and  in  answering 
objectors.  Their  racy  phrases  are  seasoned  with  the 
saving  grace  of  humour.  If  their  answers  sound 
somewhat  quaint,  they  prove  none  the  less  effective. 
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In  Brazil  a  colporteur  found  a  band  of  milkmen 
busy  washing  their  cans.  They  asked  him  :  "  Does 
your  book  condemn  putting  water  into  milk  ?  "  He 
opened  the  Bible  at  1  Peter  ii.  2,  and  read  aloud : 
"  As  newborn  babes,  desire  the  sincere  milk  of  the 
word  " — where,  in  the  Portuguese  version,  "  sincere  " 
is  rendered  by  "  unadulterated."  "  If  your  book 
talks  like  that,"  said  a  milkman,  "  let  me  have  one." 

In  Paris,  a  patriotic  Roman  Catholic  tried  to 
corner  Colporteur  Gaboriaud  by  asking :  "  Can  you 
tell  me  to  which  sect  of  Protestants  the  Emperor 
William  belongs  ? "  "  Can  you  tell  me,"  retorted 
the  colporteur,  "to  which  sect  of  Catholics  Pope 
Innocent  the  Third,  the  founder  of  the  Inquisition, 
belonged?" 

A  Belgian  colporteur  was  stationed  near  Liege 
before  the  war.  He  was  once  scolded  for  his 
pertinacity  by  a  woman,  who  said,  "  Each  time  you 
visit  this  place,  you  come  and  knock  at  my  door." 
He  replied  by  quoting  St.  Matthew  x.  11,  Into 
whatsoever  city  ye  shall  enter,  inquire  who  in  it 
is  worthy.  The  woman  could  only  say,  "  Well,  you 
understand  how  to  answer  back";  but  she  bought 
a  New  Testament. 

On  board  an  Austrian  battleship  at  Port  Said  a 
Croatian  sailor  looked  through  the  colporteur's 
stock  and  said,  "  You  have  nothing  interesting  here, 
not  even  a  Dream  Book."  "Is  it  a  Dream  Book 
that  you  want  ? "  "  Yes,  I  want  to  read  dreams, 
dreams  that  other  people  have  dreamt,  so  that  I 
can  find  out  what  my  dreams  are  worth."  "  But  I 
have  the  very  thing  for  you,"  said  the  colporteur, 
opening  a  Croatian  Bible  at  the  second  chapter  of 
Daniel,  and  adding,  "  May  you  find  the  wisdom 

02 


OUR  FOREIGN  LEGION 

of  God  in  it."  The  sailor  began  to  read,  and  grew 
so  interested  that  he  bought  the  Bible. 

In  Annam,  a  mandarin  invited  our  Bible-sellers 
into  his  house.  "  Why,"  asked  he,  "  do  you  sell 
Christian  books  to  men  who  are  not  Christians?" 
"  Well,"  was  the  answer,  "  medicines  are  useful  for 
those  who  need  them."  Thereupon  the  mandarin 
bought  a  copy — being  perhaps  honest  enough  to 
own  that  he  himself  must  be  reckoned  among  the 
sick. 

Near  Nantes  a  French  peasant  told  Colporteur  Le 
Dr^au  that  his  wife  was  ill.  "She  has  fever,  and 
cannot  quench  her  thirst.  I  suppose  you  are  an 
apothecary.  Will  you  come  and  see  her?  I  am 
sure  you  must  know  something  to  cure  fever,  or 
to  quench  thirst."  "  You  may  be  right,"  rejoined 
the  colporteur ;  "  I  can  tell  you  of  a  remedy  for 
thirst,  especially  thirst  of  the  soul.  It  is  this  book ;" 
and  he  read  aloud  the  fourth  chapter  of  St.  John's 
Gospel.  "  Come,"  said  the  peasant,  "  you  must  read 
this  to  my  wife."  So  Le  Dreau  went  and  did  so. 
The  woman  listened  as  if  she  was  indeed  drinking 
in  the  words.  When  he  ended,  she  asked,  "  Sir,  will 
you  read  it  again?  It  does  me  good.  How  beautiful 
it  is  ! "  And  she  added  in  a  low  voice,  "  O  Jesus, 
give  to  me  also  of  that  living  water."  Very  soon 
she  was  able  to  sleep — but  not  before  she  had 
recommended  her  husband  to  buy  the  book. 

On  a  passenger  steamer  two  wealthy  Russians 
were  astonished  to  be  offered  the  Gospels.  They 
said  to  the  colporteur,  "  You  know  we  first-class 
passengers  don't  want  books  which  will  make 
us  better,  because  money  has  made  the  best  of  us 
already."  "  Nay,"  he  replied,  "  you  are  far  from  the 
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truth — money  never  yet  purchased  eternity."  They 
both  laughed  at  this  ;  but  one  said,  "  You  are  right. 
I  would  give  all  I  possess  to  be  sure  that  there  is 
a  life  where  no  shadows  of  this  earth  can  reach." 
Each  of  them  bought  the  four  Gospels,  and  began  to 
read  them  on  deck. 

In  the  street  of  a  little  Italian  town  a  fashionable 
young  lady  asked  for  love  stories — romanzi  d'amore. 
Colporteur  Trabbia  replied  that  he  had  only  one  love 
story,  the  story  of  God's  love  towards  us  as  mani 
fested  in  Jesus  Christ.  Whereupon  she  bought  a 
New  Testament. 

In  the  city  of  Belem,  on  the  Amazon  estuary, 
Colporteur  Cavalcante  met  a  half-caste  who  was 
haggling  with  a  hawker  of  cheap  jewellery  ;  when 
he  saw  the  Bible  he  turned  away,  saying  :  "  I  don't 
want  your  jewellery  now,  but  the  book  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  instead." 

Near  Canton  we  had  a  colporteur  who  died  last 
year.  He  asked  for  no  payment  beyond  his  travelling 
expenses,  and  was  always  busy  telling  the  Gospel 
message.  To  look  at,  he  was  a  little  shrivelled-up 
hunchback :  but  with  his  cheery  voice  and  ready 
sympathy  he  found  his  way  to  the  hearts  of  the 
people.  After  the  republic  had  been  acclaimed  in 
Canton,  queues  were  got  rid  of  everywhere,  and  very 
striking  results  in  hair-cutting  were  to  be  met  with. 
One  day  this  little  Chinaman  appeared  in  a  foreign 
cap :  when  he  removed  it  in  salutation,  his  head 
showed  closely  cropped,  except  for  a  cross  on  the 
top  where  the  hair  had  been  left  longer.  When 
questioned,  he  said  the  sight  of  this  cross  provoked 
questions,  and  gave  him  opportunities  to  tell  the 
story  of  the  Crucified. 
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A  Russian  colporteur  in  Courland  has  no  faculty 
for  describing  his  experiences  :  but  one  of  his  most 
eloquent  messages  was  a  postal-packet  sent  to 
Petrograd,  containing  fragments  of  a  German  shell 
which  had  burst  in  the  streets  of  Libau. 

"Comfort  ye,  comfort  ye  My  people/' 

In  France  the  war  has  unbarred  the  door  for  our 
colporteurs  in  a  wonderful  fashion.  These  humble 
Bible-sellers  go  about  from  house  to  house,  and  meet 
all  sorts  and  conditions  of  folk,  whose  hearts  are 
opened  at  the  present  season  of  conflict  and  sorrow. 

We  in  England  cannot  possibly  imagine  how  much 
the  war  is  costing  our  brave  Allies.  During  one 
single  month  last  autumn  a  French  colporteur  in  the 
course  of  his  daily  duty  found  himself  present  on 
forty-eight  different  occasions  when  the  news  came 
to  a  home  that  a  father,  brother,  or  a  son  had  fallen 
in  battle.  In  these  days  of  universal  anguish  men's 
hearts  are  prepared  for  the  Gospel.  They  are  far 
more  ready  than  they  were  once  to  welcome  the 
good  news  of  the  Restorer  and  Consoler  of  the  world. 

One  old  peasant,  standing  in  the  doorway  of  his 
cottage,  invited  the  colporteur  to  come  in.  "You 
sell  the  Scriptures  ?  May  God  bless  you  and  your 
work  !  I  have  two  sons  and  two  sons-in-law  at  the 
front.  If  this  is  going  to  last,  we  shall  die  of 
hunger."  The  Bible-seller  did  his  utmost  to  cheer 
this  poor  soul.  "  Every  day,"  he  writes,  "  I  might  say 
every  hour,  I  have  to  wipe  away  tears,  and  to  solace 
those  who  are  mourning  for  the  calamities  which 
have  befallen  our  country." 

Near  Bordeaux  a  colporteur  sold  the  Gospels  to 
an  aged  woman  who  had  no  fewer  than  eighteen 
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members  of  her  family — sons,  grandsons,  and 
nephews — at  the  front.  "  I  am  praying  day  and 
night,"  she  said  ;  "  your  book  may  help  me."  Here 
and  there  children  asked  for  Gospels  to  help  them 
"to  pray  for  papa,  who  is  in  the  war."  "We  find 
that  we  are  very  welcome,"  writes  another  col 
porteur,  "especially  in  the  very  places  where  we 
had  been  repulsed  a  few  months  ago.  Many  who 
declined  to  listen  to  me  before  the  war  are  now 
ready  to  buy  God's  Book,  in  order  that  they  may 
seek  there  for  the  comfort  of  which  I  have  told 
them." 

A  Doctor  of  Souls* 

In  Brazil  we  have  no  more  experienced  colporteur 
than  Snr.  Camillo,  nor  any  man  who  has  run  such 
serious  risks  from  fanatical  opponents  and  tropical 
malaria,  who  has  put  up  with  such  bad  food,  such 
undrinkable  water,  such  impossible  beds  and  such 
clouds  of  mosquitoes.  Here  is  one  of  his  encounters  : 

"  Yesterday  the  first  house  I  called  at  was  the  home  of  the  priest. 
He  came  to  the  door  not  dressed  in  ecclesiastical  garb,  so  I  had  no 
idea  who  he  was.  He  asked  me  to  walk  in,  and  we  began  to  talk 
about  the  Bible.  I  told  him  that  our  aim  was  to  circulate  the 
Scripture  without  note  or  private  interpretation,  as  we  believed 
that  the  Holy  Spirit  Himself  would  interpret  it  to  people  who  read 
carefully  and  with  meditation.  The  priest  was  very  sympathetic, 
especially  in  regard  to  the  circulation  of  the  Gospels.  At  the  close 
of  our  conversation  he  bought  a  Bible.  Then  I  asked  him  if  he  were 
a  doctor.  '  Yes,'  he  said,  '  I  am  a  doctor  of  souls.  I  hope  you  will 
be  able  to  sell  a  good  number  of  books  in  my  parish.'  This  priest 
is  anxious  to  know  and  teach  the  Scriptures,  and  I  pray  that  God 
will  bless  him  abundantly.  We  parted  in  the  most  friendly  manner." 

The  Story  of  the  Crucifixion* 

From  Mesopotamia  a  colporteur  writes  :  "  The  head 
master  of  a  Moslem  school  took  a  Bible  from  my  hand, 

66 


OUR  FOREIGN  LEGION 

and  after  reading  for  a  few  minutes  asked  its  price.  I 
told  him.  Then  he  said, '  O  pig  !  Will  you  steal  from 
the  Society?  For  I  have  heard  that  the  Society's 
order  is  to  give  the  books  without  price.'  I  replied, 
*  We  have  no  such  order.'  He  then  said,  *  Do  you 
love  Christ?  If  so,  for  His  sake  give  me  the  book 
without  money.'  I  refused.  Then  he  smote  me  on 
my  face,  saying,  *  You  do  not  love  Christ.'  There 
upon  he  began  to  read  the  story  of  the  Crucifixion. 
His  conscience  pricked  him,  and  he  said,  '  O  man,  do 
not  be  angry.  Forgive  me  for  the  sake  of  Isa  el 
Masih  (Jesus  Christ).'  " 

The  Blade — not  the  Scabbard* 

An  officer  in  the  Turkish  army  asked  to  see  our 
colporteur's  books.  He  chose  a  New  Testament,  and 
said,  "  I  had  one  before,  and  was  always  reading  it ; 
but  I  lost  it."  The  colporteur  offered  to  change 
the  book  he  had  chosen,  as  it  was  damaged  ;  but 
the  officer  refused,  saying,  "I  want  the  words 
of  the  book,  not  its  binding." 

On  the  Nile* 

At  Khartoum  the  Bible  Society  has  its  own  depot, 
with  a  good  supply  of  the  Scriptures.  From  this 
centre  three  colporteurs  have  been  constantly 
employed,  canvassing  the  town  with  its  Govern 
ment  offices  and  military  camps,  and  paying  fre 
quent  visits  to  Omdurman  on  the  bank  of  the  White 
Nile.  Long  journeys  have  been  taken  north,  as  far 
as  Suakin,  Port  Sudan,  and  Wady  Haifa ;  and  south, 
as  far  as  El  Obeid,  Senga,  and  Gedaref.  During 
the  past  year  2,325  volumes  were  sold,  in  fourteen 
different  languages. 
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On  tne  Orinoco* 

Venezuela  has  been  graphically  described  by  East- 
wick  as  "a  forest  larger  than  France,  steppes  like 
those  of  Gobi,  and  mountain  tracts  which  it  would 
take  many  Switzerlands  to  match."  Last  year  our 
sub-agent,  Mr.  Stephen  Adams,  rode  from  Caracas 
into  the  valley  of  the  Orinoco — a  three  months' 
journey  of  1,500  miles,  most  of  it  on  horseback, 
during  which  he  and  his  companion  distributed  2,425 
copies  of  the  Scriptures. 

A  Market-place  in  Morocco. 

Here  is  a  vignette  sent  from  Morocco : 

"At  El-Kasar  many  large  wooden  cafes  in  the  centre  of  the 
market-place  are  filled  all  day  with  men  of  many  nationalities  and 
ranks  of  life.  Spanish  and  French  officers  sat  chatting  over  their 
coffee,  surrounded  by  a  laughing  crowd  of  simple-minded  soldiers, 
careless  civilians,  indifferent  Jews,  and  languid  Moors.  Some  ex 
pressed  surprise  that  I  should  have  travelled  so  far  in  order  to  do 
nothing  but  sell  Gospels.  They  could  understand  a  man  putting  up 
with  all  sorts  of  hardship  in  search  of  gold ;  but  to  sell  Gospels, 

well (with  a  doubtful  shake  of  the  head),  'who  knows  what  is 

behind  it  all  ?  '  And  so  in  the  midst  of  sweltering  heat,  stench- 
laden  wind,  and  unspeakable  dust,  I  plodded  on  from  group  to  group 
and  from  shop  to  shop,  selling,  talking,  inviting,  and  warning ;  and 
when  my  visit  was  over,  454  books  had  been  purchased." 

In  the  Java  Sea. 

Our  veteran  sub-agent,  Mr.  P.  Penninga,  has  visited 
the  little-known  Dutch  islands  of  Sumbawa,  Sumba 
(or  Sandalwood  Island),  Flores,  and  Savoe,  where  he 
sold  last  year  over  3,000  books.  The  following  sen 
tences  are  extracted  from  his  report : 

"  These  are  mountainous  islands,  with  no  roads  to  speak  of — only 
bridle-paths  which  are  often  steep  and  slippery  and  overgrown  by 
trees ;  so  that  riding  is  difficult,  and  even  dangerous.  Yet  on  these 
islands  all  travelling  is  done  on  horseback,  the  steeds  being  frequently 
half-wild  ponies,  which  must  first  of  all  be  caught.  I  have  fallen 
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from  horses  or  ponies  five  times  already  ;  so  I  am  not  very  keen  on 
riding.  There  are  no  hotels,  but  generally  one  can  find  a  resthouse. 
A  resthouse  may  be  anything  from  a  native  palace  to  an  open  shed  of 
palm  leaves — often  infested  with  insects  of  many  kinds." 

On  the  Railway  in  Chile. 

From  Antofagasta,  the  chief  nitrate  port  of  Chile, 
a  train  is  starting  for  the  highlands  of  Bolivia.  It  is 
crowded  with  passengers  for  the  wayside  stations 
which  lie  between  the  Pacific  coast  and  La  Paz,  the 
Bolivian  capital,  600  miles  away.  This  train  provides 
a  good  chance  for  the  colporteur,  and  Senor  Diaz  is 
the  right  man  to  use  it.  Armed  with  a  pass  from 
the  traffic  manager,  he  can  either  stand  on  the 
platform  or  traverse  the  corridor  of  the  train. 
Quickly  he  attracts  an  audience.  He  announces  that 
he  has  for  sale  "  The  Book  of  books,  a  Book  with  a 
message  for  the  whole  world,  from  which  a  man  may 
learn  virtue  and  wisdom."  A  young  fellow  jestingly 
observes,  "You  are  an  enthusiastic  tramp!"  and 
another  inquires,  "  What  trashy  books  are  these  ?  " 
"  It  is  God's  Book,"  answers  the  colporteur,  and 
turning  to  St.  Matthew's  Gospel  he  reads  aloud  the 
passage  where  our  Lord  compares  Solomon  in  all  his 
glory  to  the  lilies  of  the  field.  The  words  touch  a 
responsive  chord  in  the  heart  of  the  jester.  He 
repeats  them  to  himself,  adding  seriously,  "God 
notices  all.  Though  I  said  just  now  that  I  would  not 
give  ten  cents  for  all  your  books  together,  I  am  ready 
to  pay  as  much  as  five  dollars  for  that  Bible."  Then 
he  buys  the  book,  quite  unruffled  by  any  taunts  from 
those  who  stand  by. 

At  Salonica. 

This  important  city,  now  belonging  to  Greece, 
forms  a  centre  for  one  of  our  colporteurs  who 
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entered  it  with  the  Greek  troops  early  in  1913.  The 
difficulties  and  persecution  he  at  first  encountered 
at  the  hands  of  Greek  police  officials  have  now 
ceased,  and  he  can  labour  in  the  city  and  district 
without  interference.  Suitable  premises  in  the  heart 
of  Salonica  were  secured  for  a  depot  and  opened  in 
August,  1914.  Journeys  have  been  made  in  Macedonia, 
and  more  than  1,000  copies  of  the  Scriptures  were 
sold  last  year.  We  may  rejoice  that  now  again 
Thessalonica  "  hath  sounded  forth  the  Word  of  the 
Lord,  not  only  in  Macedonia  and  Achaia,"  but  also  to 
men  of  alien  race  and  speech,  for  whom  St.  Paul 
would  have  felt  the  same  intense  regard. 

In  Japan. 

The  power  of  the  printed  page  depends  on  the 
number  of  persons  able  to  read  it.  In  Japan,  how 
ever,  elementary  education  is  so  universal  that 
among  fifty  millions  of  people,  scattered  over 
hundreds  of  islands,  it  is  hard  to  find  any  young 
man  who  is  illiterate.  Probably  no  country  in  the 
world  offers  greater  facilities  for  Bible  work. 
Our  Japanese  colporteurs  are  men  of  the  people, 
and  they  have  full  freedom  to  move  in  and  out 
among  their  fellows.  Regardless  of  winter  cold  and 
snow,  or  of  the  fierce  heat  of  summer  when  the  sky 
is  as  brass  and  the  sandy  earth  as  a  furnace,  they 
trudge  from  home  to  home  with  the  Word  of  God. 
Of  late,  much  of  their  work  has  been  carried  on  in 
country  districts,  unvisited  by  any  foreign  missionary 
or  native  Christian  evangelist.  Last  year  they  sold 
220,000  copies  of  the  Scriptures. 

Since  May,  1914,  there  has  been  carried  on  in  Japan  a  United 
Evangelistic  Campaign,  a  movement  which  aims  at  reaching  the 
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whole  nation.  During  the  first  twelve  months  the  cities  and  towns 
of  the  interior  were  visited;  now,  in  the  second  year,  attention  is 
being  concentrated  upon  the  larger  cities.  It  was  decided  that  the 
Bible  Society  should  take  an  active  part  in  this  campaign ;  accord 
ingly  a  number  of  our  colporteurs  have  been  following  up  the  special 
preaching  of  the  missionaries  by  selling  the  Scriptures  in  the  places 
where  their  meetings  were  held.  Twenty-five  towns  were  thus 
visited  last  year  and  27,000  copies  of  the  Scriptures  sold.  In  the 
first  six  months  of  1915,  20,000  more  copies  have  been  sold  in  the 
cities  of  Nara,  Osaka,  and  Kyoto ;  in  Osaka,  very  good  sales  were 
made  in  barbers'  shops.  These  particular  colporteurs  have  spoken 
to  over  a  million  people,  urging  them  to  read  the  printed  Word 
of  God. 

The  Measure  of  Success. 

Certain  colporteurs  achieve  remarkable  results. 
Last  year  one  Japanese  sold  12,570  books ;  while  a 
Malay,  with  his  headquarters  at  Singapore,  disposed 
of  13,600.  But  the  true  success  of  a  Bible-seller 
cannot  be  measured  merely  by  the  number  of  copies 
of  the  Scriptures  which  he  manages  to  dispose  of. 
The  qualities  which  he  needs  for  his  difficult  and 
responsible  task  are  not  just  those  of  a  clever 
hawker.  Moreover,  he  may  be  working  under 
conditions  which  make  large  sales  impossible.  For 
example,  he  may  be  driving  a  Bible-wagon  among 
scattered  settlers  in  Queensland,  or  pioneering  among 
uncivilized  populations,  where  hardly  any  one  can 
read;  or  again,  he  may  be  confronted  by  Moslem 
bigotry  and  bitterness  in  Persia  or  in  the  Sudan. 

A  Lonely  French  Village* 

Last  winter  in  Lozere  Colporteur  Roche  climbed 
up  to  the  isolated  village  of  Ostia,  3,000  feet  above 
sea-level,  lying  deep  in  snow.  He  found  the  people 
deprived  of  all  religious  provision :  for  years  past 
no  curt  had  been  stationed  there,  and  any  one  who 
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wished  to  attend  Mass  had  to  walk  five  miles  to 
the  nearest  church.  Several  of  the  villagers  gladly 
bought  New  Testaments  or  Gospels,  remarking, 
"  They  will  take  the  place  of  Mass  for  us." 

For  the  First  Time* 

Away  at  a  village  on  the  island  of  Karadive,  off 
the  coast  of  Ceylon,  dwell  nearly  300  men — fishers 
and  tree-climbers  by  occupation.  When  our  col 
porteur  arrived  he  was  received  most  kindly  by  all 
the  people.  They  told  him  that  no  one  ever  visited 
them,  and  "  what  you  have  read  to  us  to-day  from 
your  book  is  the  first  time  we  have  ever  heard  such 
truths."  He  took  advantage  of  the  occasion  to  tell 
them  of  the  Word  of  God,  and  stopped  three  days 
among  them. 

In  the  Philippines* 

At  a  village  in  Cavite  there  lived  an  elderly 
woman  who  was  a  devout  Roman  Catholic.  One 
of  our  Filipino  colporteurs  visited  this  village  with 
a  satchel  full  of  the  Scriptures.  He  went  from  house 
to  house,  reading  and  showing  the  people  that  the 
Scriptures  could  be  had  in  their  own  language ; 
and  many  bought  copies  from  him.  But  the  priest 
heard  of  the  colporteur's  visit  and  ordered  the  people 
to  destroy  the  books  which  they  had  bought. 
Accordingly,  the  owner  of  a  small  store  who  had 
bought  some  Gospels,  tore  out  the  pages  of  the  books 
and  used  them  to  wrap  up  little  articles  which  the 
villagers  purchased.  In  this  way  the  woman  in 
question  got  some  pages  of  the  Gospel  of  St.  John. 
"Truly  those  Protestants  are  utterly  godless,"  said 
she,  "  otherwise  they  would  not  use  the  Gospel  for 
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wrapping  up  food."  She  kept  the  soiled  pages, 
however,  and  in  her  leisure  read  them  repeatedly. 
The  words  she  found  in  St.  John  iii.  16,  made  her 
astonished,  yet  half  afraid.  As  she  said  afterwards, 
"It  seemed  as  though  a  voice  was  following  me." 
She  read  the  words  many  times,  and  when  a  Pro 
testant  preacher  and  his  friends  came  to  the  village, 
she  went  out  and  hid  herself  behind  some  banana- 
trees,  where  she  could  hear  without  being  seen. 
But  the  preacher  spoke  from  the  very  words  she 
had  so  often  read  in  St.  John  iii.  16  ;  so  she 
came  out  of  her  hiding-place,  and  sought  help 
and  counsel.  Thus  she  was  led  to  new  faith  in 
Jesus  Christ,  and  gave  herself  zealously  to  His 
service. 

In  the  Amazon  Valley. 

The  report  of  Mr.  Sydney  Smith,  our  sub-agent, 
describes  a  very  arduous  and  hazardous,  but  most 
successful  year.  In  the  Amazon  Valley  colporteurs 
are  scattering  the  Scriptures  far  and  wide,  from  the 
Andes  to  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  and  from  the  borders 
of  Venezuela  to  the  interior  of  Matto  Grosso  and 
Goyaz.  During  1914  the  Bible  Society's  work  has 
been  rather  intensive  than  extensive.  One  section 
of  the  State  of  Para  alone  covers  about  30,000  square 
miles — twice  the  area  of  Switzerland.  But  in  this 
section  every  town  and  village,  and  almost  every 
stream  and  tributary,  has  been  visited  by  one  or 
other  of  the  Society's  workers.  Except  for  one  or 
two  small  towns,  it  was  all  virgin  soil  as  far  as 
Bible-selling  was  concerned.  In  the  great  majority 
of  huts  on  these  rivers  and  streams  the  owners  now 
possess  a  volume  of  the  Scriptures  in  some  shape 
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or  form;  on  some  streams  there  is  hardly  a  house 
where  there  is  not  at  least  a  Gospel. 

The  Gateway  of  the  East* 

At  present  many  eyes  are  fixed  on  the  Suez  Canal, 
which  serves  as  one  great  artery  for  the  traffic  of 
the  world.  At  Port  Said,  the  water-gate  between 
the  East  and  West,  steamers  from  all  countries 
are  continually  passing  in  a  kind  of  procession, 
and  the  Society's  colporteurs  distribute  the  Scrip 
tures  in  fifty  different  languages  among  their 
polyglot  crews  and  passengers.  Here  are  some  ex 
periences  of  these  Bible-sellers  in  the  course  of 
their  ordinary  daily  duty,  before  the  war  began. 

"  An  English-speaking  sailor  came  to  me  and  said, 
*I  am  very,  very  glad  that  I  bought  that  Bible 
from  you  on  the  last  voyage.  I  was  brought  up 
as  a  Christian  in  Ceylon,  but  through  being  thrown 
together  with  men  of  other  races  who  had  no 
religion,  I  had  lost  mine.  Since  reading  my  Bible 
I  have  come  to  see  things  differently,  and  now  I 
read  it  every  evening.'  " 

In  the  Harbour  of  Port  Said* 

"  A  large  crew  of  Chinese  were  laughing,  smoking, 
and  playing  games,  so  they  did  not  care  to  be  inter 
rupted.  While  I  was  speaking  to  them,  one  China 
man  made  me  a  sign  to  follow  him.  He  took  me 
aside,  and  bought  a  Bible.  After  I  had  been  all 
round  the  ship  I  found  the  others  sitting  in  a  circle, 
with  this  Chinaman  reading  aloud  to  them.  On 
seeing  me  again  they  rose,  and  I  sold  then  and  there 
thirty  Gospels  among  them." 

"  In  a  dark  cabin  of  one  ship  I  found  a  German 
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sailor,  who  shouted  to  me  to  get  out.  I  asked 
him  if  he  wanted  a  Bible.  *  No,'  he  said,  '  no  healthy 
man  needs  a  Bible.'  I  replied,  'But  if  you  are 
healthy  you  are  still  a  sinner,  and  I  am  still  a 
greater  one ;  therefore  we  both  need  the  Lord  Jesus 
as  our  Saviour.'  He  leaped  out  of  his  bunk,  and 
standing  in  front  of  me,  said,  'You  are  the  first 
man  who  ever  said  to  me  that  he  was  a  greater 
sinner  than  I  am.'  Then  he  took  one  of  my  books, 
and  standing  in  the  light  near  the  porthole  began 
to  read  it ;  murmuring  again  and  again,  '  Oh !  that 
I  could  be  a  child  to  read  with  a  clean  heart.' 
Another  sailor  said  to  him,  'Is  it  you,  Jansen? 
What  wonder  is  this  that  has  happened  to  you?' 
'  No  wonder  at  all/  he  replied.  '  I  want  to  sweep  out 
my  inner  chamber,  and  I'm  just  buying  a  broom.' " 

"  On  board  a  Dutch  tug-boat,  which  was  towing 
a  dry-dock  out  to  India,  I  showed  my  books  to  an 
officer.  He  said,  '  I  forgot  to  provide  myself  with  a 
dry-dock,  for  I  left  my  Bible  in  Holland.  I  thank  you 
for  bringing  me  this  :  I  shall  read  it  on  the  voyage.'  " 

"  On  a  British  India  steamer  with  a  crew  of  Lascars 
I  found  a  single  Chinaman.  When  he  saw  my 
books  he  took  one,  pressed  it  to  his  heart  and  said, 
'  Come  to  my  cabin.'  There  he  searched  for  money 
and  brought  out  copper  coins  of  various  countries, 
amounting  to  3Jd.  '  This  is  all  I  have,'  he  said  ;  '  if 
you  want  more,  take  anything  from  my  table.'  I 
accepted  the  coppers  in  payment  for  the  book  he 
had  chosen.  '  Now  I  am  not  alone,'  he  said,  '  even 
if  the  Indians  hate  me.'  " 

Abyssinians  on  an  Italian  Transport. 

Before   the  war   broke   out,  an   Italian   transport 
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was  returning  to  Eritrea  from  the  Mediterranean. 
This  ship  was  full  of  Abyssinian  soldiers  in  all  sorts 
of  uniforms  and  native  costumes.  Our  colporteurs 
at  Port  Said  were  not  allowed  to  go  on  board. 
They  therefore  adopted  the  primitive  method  of 
selling  the  Scriptures  by  placing  them  in  a  small 
canvas  bag,  which  was  hoisted  up  and  down 
between  the  Bible  Society's  launch  and  the  deck 
of  the  steamer.  The  books  were  chiefly  Gospels 
and  Psalters,  diglots  in  Ethiopic  and  Amharic.  The 
eagerness  of  the  Abyssinians  to  purchase  was 
wonderful.  Fresh  supplies  were  sent  for  from  our 
warehouse,  and  when  they  arrived  the  ship  simply 
resounded  with  the  cries  of  Daood! — Daood!  (David! 
— David !).  The  Psalter  was  much  in  demand  by 
the  men,  who  lead  a  pastoral  life  and  connect  their 
royal  house  with  the  seed  of  David ;  for  the  Emperor 
Menelik  claimed  to  be  descended  from  King  Solomon 
and  the  Queen  of  Sheba.  A  neat  volume  containing 
the  four  Gospels  also  took  the  fancy  of  many  of 
these  soldiers. 

It  was  unfortunate  that  our  colporteurs  could 
only  sell  in  one  place  at  a  time,  for  another  party 
of  Abyssinians  standing  farther  along  the  deck 
entreated  and  beckoned  for  books.  One  man,  with 
his  head  stuck  out  through  a  porthole,  half-way 
down  the  length  of  the  ship,  watched  for  an  hour 
and  a  half  with  sad  eyes  the  purchases  of  his  more 
fortunate  comrades.  He  kept  on  shouting  Vangelo  ! 
(Gospel ! ),  varied  now  and  then  by  Daood ! ;  but 
the  Bible-sellers  could  not  get  to  him. 

Again  and  again  fresh  supplies  of  books  were 
sent  for,  and  when  the  last  consignment  arrived 
the  anchor  was  being  weighed.  The  steamer  began 
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to  move  away,  and  our  Society's  motor  launch  was 
soon  left  behind.  In  two  hours  the  colporteurs 
had  sold  214  books,  small  batches  of  five  to  eight 
copies  being  hauled  up  at  a  time  ;  but  there  were 
still  many  Abyssinians  calling  for  the  Word  of  God. 

Tne  Soothsayer  who  turned  Evangelist* 

The  following  report,  written  in  Chinese  by  a 
Chinese  colporteur  in  Shantung,  has  been  put  into 
English  by  his  superintendent. 

I,  Tschen  Kin  Kwong,  formerly  in  heathen  darkness  a  sooth 
sayer  and  fortune-teller,  but  through  the  grace  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  a  colporteur  of  the  Bible  Society  and  a  propagator  of  God's 
eternal  living  Word,  humbly  make  my  report. 

Last  year  I  visited  all  the  villages,  hamlets,  and  market-places  south 
of  the  Small  Pearl  Mountains,  amounting  to  nearly  eighty  places. 
I  sold  altogether  2,140  books.  The  Pearl  Mountains  are  very  cleft 
and  cloven.  Here  are  the  monasteries  Pan  Liung  An,  which  belongs 
to  a  Buddhist  order,  and  Tai  Ping  An,  which  is  inhabited  by  Taoist 
monks.  In  the  north  are  the  temples  Da  An  and  Siau  An.  Near 
the  little  city  Ling  Schan  Wei,  which  was  once  a  fortress  against 
Korean  and  Japanese  pirates  but  is  now  ruined  and  crumbled,  lies 
the  monastery  Tschau  An  Ssz.  During  my  wanderings  I  was  often 
cordially  invited  in  by  the  monks  at  various  monasteries.  They 
gave  me  a  meal,  and  I  presented  them,  in  response,  a  copy  of  Genesis 
or  Exodus.  At  the  Tschau  An  Ssz  Monastery  they  showed  me 
the  four  Gospels  they  had  formerly  bought. 

At  the  chief  market-places  the  farmers  of  the  neighbouring 
villages  meet  every  fifth  day.  Entering  the  crowded  market  I 
try  to  get  a  good  stand,  and  then  I  begin  to  preach.  Afterwards 
I  sell  the  Gospels.  I  was  glad  when  I  sold  twenty  or  thirty  copies, 
but  often  the  number  was  only  ten. 

I  believe  that  half  of  the  books  that  are  sold  are  really  studied, 
especially  in  the  long  winter  nights  or  during  the  heavy  rains.  Very 
often  I  tramped  overland  the  whole  day  and  found  it  hard  to  sell 
one  single  copy.  In  Hia  Tschang  I  met  two  old  men  belonging 
to  my  clan,  who  were  very  eager  to  have  the  Gospel  message 
explained  to  them.  Afterwards  both  helped  me  to  sell  the  books, 
and  in  the  evening  I  rejoiced  with  thanksgivings  that  at  least  10Q 
copies  had  found  their  way  to  my  heathen  brethren. 
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Usually  I  take  a  safe  stand  under  a  tree  or  by  the  wall  of  an 
ancestor-hall,  and  I  begin  to  talk  to  the  old  and  young  men,  who 
are  there  idling  away  their  time.  "  Dear  brethren,  come  and  listen 
to  my  message."  Thus  I  open  the  campaign.  "  Who  are  you  ?  " 
is  the  answer;  "are  you  selling  medicine?"  "Yes,  I  am  a 
rnedicine-man."  "What  disease  can  you  especially  heal,  honourable 
brother  ?  "  "I  sell  a  medicine  which  is  universal :  the  blind  receive 
their  sight,  the  lame  walk,  the  lepers  are  cleansed,  the  deaf  hear, 
the  dead  are  raised  up,  and — mark,  my  dear  brethren — the  poor 
have  the  Gospel  preached  to  them.  And  blessed  shall  he  be  who 
soever  is  not  offended  in  the  Saviour  Jesus  Christ."  Now,  attention 
is  aroused.  Each  man  in  China  has  some  sickness  or  other,  and 
seldom  you  hear  of  a  man  who  never  has  been  troubled  by  any 
illness.  I  begin  to  speak  of  the  Ten  Commandments,  and  then  I 
tell  them  of  the  true  God,  who  has  showed  Himself  as  the  true  God 
in  sending  His  Son.  The  only  God,  praised  and  blessed  from  ages 
to  ages,  is  the  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  "  Buy  one  of  these 
small  books ;  you  will  find  in  it  the  description  of  your  most  hidden 
disease,  but  you  also  will  find  in  it  the  surest  remedy,  which  even 
will  grant  you  life  everlasting." 

My  former  occupation  as  a  soothsayer  helps  me  in  my  new 
calling  as  a  Bible-colporteur.  You  can  get  your  meagre  living  as  a 
fortune-teller  in  China,  where  on  the  market-places  there  are  at  least 
five  or  six  of  these  false  prophets — each  one  having,  of  course, 
brighter  insight  into  the  dark  future  than  the  others.  I  was  once 
famous  for  my  inexhaustible  treasure  of  rhymes  and  proverbs,  songs 
and  couplets,  and  my  soothsayer's  table  was  always  crowded  by  men 
who,  as  it  seemed  to  me,  trusted  more  in  my  capacity  as  a  reciter  of 
old  ballads  than  in  my  gift  to  look  "  behind  the  dark  curtain."  It  is 
difficult  to  approach  men's  money-bags,  but  it  is  more  difficult  to 
approach  a  man's  heart.  They  ask  me  even  now,  when  I  am  preach- 
ing  of  God's  love  towards  mankind  :  "  Sir,  how  is  my  Yim  ?  "  The 
Yiin  (destiny)  shows  itself  in  some  dark  lines  in  the  face  and  on  the 
palm  of  the  hand.  I  say :  "  Brother,  the  dark  lines  in  your  heart 
are  more  critical.  Not  an  eternal  fate  is  hanging  over  you,  but  an 
everlasting  God  is  looking  down  on  you,  always  ready  to  save  you. 
What  you  need  is  a  Saviour."  Thereupon  their  attention  begins  to 
turn  off  Still  I  have  found  people  who  listen  to  the  message  and 
think  over  it,  who  read  that  small  yellow  or  red  bound  copy  of 
a  Gospel,  .and  who  invite  me  to  stay  with  them  and  partake  with 
them  of  their  meagre  meal.  When  the  pipe  is  lighted  the  small  book 
is  opened,  and  the  question  is  put :  "  What  is  the  meaning  of  this 
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striking  passage  ?  .  .  .  I  pray  thee,  of  whom  speaketh  the  prophet 
this  ?  of  himself  or  of  some  other  man  ?  " 

I  found  on  the  Yellow  Island  a  schoolmaster,  Li  Schu  Kiong,  who 
had  been  deeply  stirred  by  reading  the  Gospel.  He  is  without  any 
relative  since  no  other  member  of  his  family  is  living.  "  I  am  alone 
in  the  world,"  said  the  old  man.  That  is  perhaps  the  most  dreaded 
state  a  Chinese  can  think  of.  "  Alone  1 "  That  means  :  "  As  soon  as 
I  close  my  eyes  I  am  a  prey  to  all  the  powers  of  the  world  of  dark 
ness.  Who  will  bring  the  spring  and  autumn  sacrifices,  and  burn  the 
fires  on  my  grave,  and  sprinkle  some  drops  of  wine  on  it  and  remember 
me  ?  "  At  dawn  and  at  evening,  when  the  darkness  came,  the  old 
man's  heart  was  especially  filled  with  awe  and  fear.  Perhaps  he  may 
have  been  in  such  a  dark  mood  when  I  entered  his  small  room  and 
offered  him  a  Gospel.  We  talked  till  midnight  about  all  these  ques 
tions,  and  I  was  able  to  pour  light  into  his  soul  and  comfort  and  hope 
from  the  Book  of  books,  whence  I  get  my  own  comfort  in  the  struggle 
of  life.  It  was  at  first  not  the  longing  for  a  Saviour  which  filled  his  soul, 
but  the  unspeakable  fear  of  that  wandering  and  stumbling  of  the  soul 
through  all  eternities  from  one  place  of  horror  and  anguish  to  another, 
such  as  only  the  imagination  of  an  Asiatic  can  picture.  To-day 
the  schoolmaster  is  a  different  man,  and  he  reads  his  Bible  and  finds 
in  it  and  in  prayer  consolation  and  peace  and  joy. 

Pioneers  of  Faith* 

We  have  space  to  quote  only  one  or  two  testimonies 
to  the  value  of  the  colporteur  as  a  pioneer.  From 
Central  China,  the  Rev.  P.  T.  Dempsey,  of  the 
Wesleyan  Methodist  Mission,  writes :  "  At  one  hill 
side  temple  the  Buddhist  priests  and  the  people 
who  were  worshipping  images  all  bought  books 
from  the  colporteurs.  So  in  the  darkest  places, 
as  yet  untouched  by  the  agency  of  church  or  mission 
station,  the  colporteur  goes  as  pioneer.  Humanly 
speaking,  were  it  not  for  the  work  of  men  like 
him,  multitudes  would  never  have  a  chance  to 
hear  anything  about  God  or  Jesus  Christ.  Thanks 
to  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  and  the 
colporteurs  it  supports,  these  regions  are  not  alto 
gether  neglected." 
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In  Korea. 

Nowhere  are  the  spiritual  results  of  colportage 
more  manifest  than  in  Korea,  where  our  Korean 
Bible-sellers  last  year  doubled  their  sales  and 
disposed  of  700,000  books.  Here  is  one  proof  of  the 
missionary  value  of  such  service. 

The  Eev.  H.  E.  Blair,  of  the  Presbyterian  Mission,  was  recently 
Instructing  a  men's  class  of  about  fifty  Korean  Christians.  He  took 
occasion  to  ask  how  many  of  them  had  been  led  to  Christ  as  the  direct 
result  of  the  personal  preaching  of  others ;  twelve  held  up  their 
hands.  Then  he  asked  how  many  had  gone  into  a  Christian  church 
as  sightseers  and  had  been  thereby  brought  to  believe ;  two  raised 
their  hands.  Two  others  said  that  they  had  been  convinced  as  a 
result  of  reading  tracts  ;  but  when  he  asked  how  many  had  been 
led  to  believe  through  reading  the  little  farthing  Korean  Gospels 
which  are  being  sold  by  our  colporteurs,  twenty  responded.  Mr. 
Blair  adds :  "  This  may  be  rather  more  than  the  average  ;  but  it 
indicates  that  the  farthing  Gospels  are  powerful." 

The  Advance-Guard* 

Another  Presbyterian  missionary  in  Korea  from 
his  own  experience  of  colportage  sends  this  stirring 
appeal :  "  The  colporteurs  are  the  advance-guard  of 
the  Lord's  army  ;  and  we  earnestly  hope  that  while 
the  supporters  of  the  Bible  Society  are  called  upon 
to  make  sacrifices  for  their  country's  soldiers,  they 
will  also  see  to  it  that  the  Lord's  soldiers  at  the 
battle  front  and  in  lonely  outposts,  at  grip  with 
the  enemy,  shall  continue  to  be  furnished  with 
necessary  supplies." 
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A  SWORD  BATHED  IN  HEAVEN 

FIGHTING  men  will  always  weave  fancies  round 
their  favourite  weapon.  We  have  seen  already  how 
naturally  the  sword  became  the  emblem  of  honour 
and  the  symbol  of  justice.  But  poetry  and  legend 
went  further  and  invested  the  sword  with  mystical 
personality.  The  ballads  of  bygone  warfare  are  full 
of  romance  about  magic  blades,  that  had  power  to 
Bmg,  or  wail,  or  whisper  oracles  to  their  wearers. 
The  hero's  favourite  weapon  received  a  name  of  its 
own — like  King  Arthur's  sword  Excalibur,  flung 
at  last  into  the  mere  to  summon  the  barge  which 
bore  away  the  wounded  king  into  elfland.  So  the 
Niebelungen  Leid  tells  of  Balmung,  the  irresistible 
brand  wielded  by  the  hero  Siegfried.  So  in 
Spanish  legend  Tizona  was  the  flaming  sword  which 
the  Cid  won  in  battle  from  the  Moorish  King.  Our 
English  Hereward  the  Wake  smote  most  fiercely 
when  he  grasped  the  ivory  hilt  of  his  magic  sword 
Brainbiter,  which  he  won  by  slaying  the  Cornish 
Ogre.  The  epic  story  of  Charles  and  his  paladins 
tells  of  Durandel,  the  wondrous  weapon  that  cleft 
the  cliff  at  Roncesvaux  and  left  its  deep  dint  on  the 
Pyrensean  crest :  Durandel  still  lies  below  the  waters 
where  the  dying  Roland  hurled  it,  as  the  last  blast 
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of  his  horn  expired  on  his  lips.  All  these  legends 
of  enchanted  and  invincible  swords  are  like  fantastic 
allegories  of  truth.  They  shadow  forth  the  living 
potency  which  belongs  to  that  Book,  which  is  their 
spiritual  counterpart.  No  fact  of  Christian  experi 
ence  is  more  abundantly  attested  than  the  reality 
of  Divine  grace  flowing  into  human  souls  through 
the  pages  of  Holy  Scripture.  Year  by  year  such 
proofs  multiply  and  accumulate,  bearing  witness 
how  wonderfully  God  meets  men,  and  touches  and 
thrills  and  transforms  them,  as  they  read  the 
message  of  His  redeeming  Love. 

A  Russian  Murderer. 

In  Tolstoy's  tale  The  Forged  Coupon  we  have  the 
picture  of  a  Russian  peasant,  imprisoned  for  murder, 
who  learned  to  read  in  his  solitary  cell.  Stepan 
had  begun  with  the  alphabet  in  his  boyhood,  but  he 
could  not  grasp  the  joining  of  the  syllables,  and 
remained  illiterate.  He  made  up  his  mind  to  start 
reading  anew,  and  asked  the  guard  to  bring  him 
the  Gospels.  They  were  brought  him,  and  he  sat 
down  to  work.  He  contrived  to  recollect  the  letters, 
but  could  not  join  them  into  syllables.  He  tried  as 
hard  as  he  could  to  understand  how  the  letters  ought 
to  be  put  together  to  form  words,  but  with  no  result 
whatever.  He  lost  his  sleep,  had  no  desire  to  eat, 
and  a  deep  sadness  came  over  him,  which  he  was 
unable  to  shake  off. 

"  Well,  have  you  not  yet  mastered  it  ?  "  asked  the 
guard  one  day. 

"  No." 

"  Do  you  know  '  Our  Father '  ?  " 

"I  do." 
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"  Since  you  do,  read  it  in  the  Gospels.  Here  it  is," 
said  the  guard,  showing  him  the  Lord's  Prayer  in 
the  Gospels.  Stepan  began  to  read  it,  comparing 
the  letters  he  knew  with  the  familiar  sounds. 

And  all  of  a  sudden  the  mystery  of  the  syllables 
was  revealed  to  him,  and  he  began  to  read.  This 
was  a  strange  joy.  From  that  moment  he  could  read, 
and  the  meaning  of  the  words,  spelt  out  with  such 
great  pains,  became  more  significant.  The  message 
of  the  Gospel  came  home  to  his  heart.  Stepan  did 
not  mind  any  more  being  alone. 

As  a  practical  comment  on  this  story,  we  may 
mention  that  our  Society  makes  regular  gifts  of 
Testaments  and  Gospels  to  replenish  the  libraries 
that  are  attached  to  every  convict  prison  in 
Siberia. 

An  English  Author* 

The  late  Mr.  Frank  T.  Bullen,  who  started  life 
as  a  London  errand  boy  and  became  famous  by 
writing  The  Cruise  of  the  Cachalot,  confessed  that 
I  he  owed  everything  to  the  Bible.  "  I  began  reading 
it  earlier  than  I  can  remember;  I  am  forty-three 
years  of  age,  fifteen  years  of  which  I  spent  at  sea, 
climbing  up  from  cabin-boy  to  chief  mate,  and  I 
have  read  the  Bible  through  from  cover  to  cover 
over  twenty-five  times.  You  cannot  quote  me  the 
first  half  of  any  verse,  but  what  I  will  be  able  to 
give  you  the  second  half.  Nothing  has  taken  hold 
of  my  heart  and  soul  like  the  Bible." 

London  Club-men  and  tne  Bible. 

One  evening  after  dinner  at  a  London  club  five  men 
were  smoking  and  talking  nonsense.  There  was  a 
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business  man,  a  naval  captain,  a  doctor,  a  soldier,  and 
a  journalist.  None  of  them  had  ever  been  suspected 
of  going  to  church  within  the  past  dozen  years. 
Then,  in  the  midst  of  frivolity,  somebody  asked, 
"  What  is  your  favourite  bed  book  ?  "  With  sudden 
confession  they  all  said,  "  The  Bible."  The  business 
man,  who  is  generally  regarded  as  an  "iconoclastic 
Radical  atheist,"  announced  boldly  that  "  When  you 
are  up  against  a  thing,  whether  it's  physical  or  mental 
or  financial,  there's  nothing  for  it  but  the  Bible." 
And  after  a  surprised  silence  the  doctor  said  quietly, 
"I  always  prescribe  it,  and  I  always  take  my  own 
prescription." 

The  Book  tnat  goes  to  the  Heart. 

A  German  settler  in  the  Canadian  North- West 
bought  an  English-German  Testament  in  order  to 
learn  English.  Meeting  the  colporteur  a  few  months 
later,  he  said,  "  That  little  book  has  turned  our  lives 
to  serve  the  Lord.  We  want  a  Bible."  And  when 
the  Bible  was  handed  to  his  wife,  she  exclaimed, 
"This  is  the  Bread  from  heaven." 

In  the  far  east  of  Siberia  one  peasant  bought  a 
copy  of  the  Gospels  to  give  to  another  who  was 
passing  by  :  said  he,  "  You  can't  do  without  a  plough 
or  a  harrow,  can  you  ?  Well,  neither  can  a  Christian 
do  without  the  Word  of  God." 

In  Burma  a  colporteur  sold  St.  Matthew's  Gospel 
two  years  ago  to  a  Telugu  lad  working  on  the  rail 
way.  Twelve  months  later  this  lad  told  the  colpor 
teur  that  after  carefully  reading  the  book  he  was 
now  convinced  that  Christ  is  the  Divine  Saviour  of 
the  world  :  "  Two  things  impressed  me  more  than  the 
rest — His  authority  over  nature  in  stilling  the  raging 

84 


A  SWORD  BATHED  IN  HEAVEN 

sea  ;  and  His  death  on  the  Cross  to  save  all  mankind. 
Are  there  any  other  books  like  St.  Matthew,  telling 
me  more  of  His  work  on  earth  ? "  The  lad  then 
bought  a  Telugu  Bible,  and  is  at  present  a  catechu 
men  preparing  for  baptism. 

A  trooper  in  a  Chilean  cavalry  regiment  was  on 
duty  in  the  outskirts  of  Iquique,  when  he  picked  up 
from  the  ground  a  printed  leaf,  which  had  been  torn 
from  a  Spanish  Testament.  He  carried  it  away,  and 
read  it  carefully.  That  single  leaf  removed  the  pre 
judice  which  had  hindered  him  from  accepting  an 
invitation  to  service  in  the  Evangelical  church.  He 
went  there,  and  became  a  changed  man. 

In  Western  Canada  a  Chinese  restaurant-keeper, 
who  wanted  to  learn  English,  obtained  a  diglot  copy 
of  St.  Matthew's  Gospel  in  English  and  in  Chinese. 
He  was  fascinated  by  the  opening  genealogy,  which 
appeals  deeply  to  the  Chinese  mind.  As  he  read  on, 
mastering  the  difficulties  of  the  language,  the  story 
laid  hold  on  him,  so  that  he  grew  concerned  and 
restless.  When  he  came  to  our  Lord's  promise  of 
rest  in  Matt,  xi,  28-30,  he  exclaimed  :  "  This  is  the 
Man  of  rest — the  very  man  for  me  ;  I  must  find 
Him."  To-day  that  Chinese  restaurant-keeper  is 
living  a  consistent  Christian  life. 

In  Brazil,  at  Campo  Formoso  in  the  State  of  Bahia, 
the  sacristan  of  the  church  borrowed  a  Portuguese 
Bible,  and  after  getting  his  priest's  permission  read 
it  with  keen  interest.  He  told  the  colporteur  that 
it  contained  "  the  very  fountain  of  truth  from  which 
every  one  might  drink." 

A  missionary  in  Bombay  was  walking  through  the 
jungle  when  he  came  upon  an  Indian  funeral — a 
company  of  forty  persons  met  to  burn  the  dead. 
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They  were  all,  however,  sitting  in  a  circle  at  some 
distance  from  the  pyre,  and  one  of  them  was  reading 
a  Gujarati  Gospel  aloud  to  the  rest. 

At  Rio  a  colporteur,  who  had  belonged  to  a  military 
band,  went  to  visit  another  bandsman  who  was  in 
hospital,  and  found  a  Bible  lying  on  his  bed  :  "  This 
book,"  said  the  sick  man,  "  has  been  a  moral  doctor 
to  me.  The  more  I  read  it,  the  more  I  like  it :  but 
it  wakes  up  a  man  who  is  not  living  right.  I  have 
not  been  living  right,  and  I  am  now  thoroughly 
determined  to  change  my  life." 

Behind  Prison  Bars* 

Messages  from  prisoners  and  captives  testify  to  the 
power  of  the  Scriptures  given  to  them  by  our  Society. 
Here  are  the  words  of  the  two  Buddhist  convicts,  in 
jail  at  Colombo : 

"  Although  I  had  heard  that  Christ  came  to  save  us 
from  sin,  yet  it  is  only  through  these  books  that  I 
have  learnt  that  he  is  able  to  do  so ;  and  by  repent 
ance  I  have  received  forgiveness." 

"  I  never  believed  in  Christ ;  but  by  the  reading  of 
the  books  you  gave  me  I  received  light,  and  now  I 
believe  in  Him  and  have  received  forgiveness  of  sin 
through  His  sacrifice." 

The  following  letter  comes  from  the  Chinese  officer 
in  charge  of  the  prison  at  Tatszkou,  on  the  borders 
of  Mongolia.  It  will  impress  all  Englishmen  who 
have  lived » in  China  and  who  know  something  of 
the  medieval  barbarities  which  are  still  common  in 
Chinese  prisons. 

"  To  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  :  Greet 
ing  !  You  presented  us  with  twenty-four  copies  of 
the  New  Testament,  for  use  among  the  prisoners. 
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Before  I  distributed  these  I  studied  the  book  for 
myself,  and  was  greatly  helped  by  it ;  it  was  as  the 
Bread  of  Life  to  ray  soul,  and  I  desire  to  thank  you 
for  the  work  the  Bible  Society  is  doing  for  the 
reclaiming  of  men. 

"  I  presented  the  Testaments  to  the  prisoners  under 
my  care,  and  exhorted  them  to  make  a  personal 
study  of  the  book.  By  so  doing  they  would  be  enabled 
to  leave  their  evil  ways  and  revert  to  the  good  ;  they 
would  receive  grace  and  favour,  and  being  delivered 
from  perdition  themselves,  their  descendants  from 
generation  to  generation  will  go  on  to  grow  in 
goodness  and  virtue.  Then  they  will  know  the  great 
good  work  done  by  the  Bible  Society — a  work  they 
will  never  be  able  to  value  sufficiently,  or  to  repay." 

"The  Palavers  of  God." 

The  following  story  of  an  African  Christian  comes 
from  Yalemba,  a  Baptist  mission  station  on  the 
Congo,  not  far  from  Stanley  Falls  : — 

"  Hear  now  the  news  of  our  friend  Makasani,  who 
has  just  died.  When  he  drew  near  to  death  he  said, 
'Bring  the  book  of  the  Gospel  to  me  that  I  may 
read.'  When  they  had  brought  the  book,  he  said  to 
those  who  were  near,  *  They  are  building  me  a 
mansion,  and  now  it  is  finished.'  At  the  time  of  the 
setting  sun  he  said,  '  I  shall  die  ;  call  Adakabato,  the 
teacher,  here,  and  all  the  people  of  the  school,  that 
I  may  give  them  my  hand  before  I  die.'  Then  they 
sang  a  hymn,  'There's  a  land  that  is  fairer  than 
day,'  and  when  the  teacher  began  to  weep,  Makasani 
said,  'You  weep  as  one  who  does  not  know  the 
palavers  of  God,  for  even  now  I  am  in  the  city  of 
God.'" 
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To  Solve  His  Doubts* 

Cordoba,  with  its  numerous  churches  and 
thousands  of  priests,  monks,  and  nuns,  has  been 
called  the  citadel  of  the  Church  of  Rome  in 
Argentina.  Mr.  Gilbert  M.  J.  Lear  writes  from 
that  city  :  "  There  is  a  steady  and  increasing  demand 
for  the  Scriptures  here.  I  have  sold  quite  a  number 
of  Bibles  and  Testaments.  One  man  told  me  that 
he  had  often  read  tracts,  but  had  long  wanted  a 
Bible,  without  ever  having  had  the  opportunity 
to  get  one.  He  said  he  was  in  great  perplexity, 
because  of  the  conflict  between  what  the  priests 
said  and  what  these  tracts  taught ;  and  he  felt  sure 
that  there  was  no  way  of  getting  at  the  truth  except 
through  the  Scriptures.  When  I  saw  him  some  time 
afterwards,  he  greeted  me  with  a  smile,  and  assured 
me  that  he  knew  now  that  Christ  was  his  Saviour." 

"It  led  me  to  become  a  Christian/' 

In  Ceylon,  we  have  a  colporteur  named  Jusey, 
who  was  led  to  become  a  Christian  through  reading 
the  New  Testament.  For  a  time  his  whole  village 
turned  against  him,  but  despite  the  opposition  of 
his  neighbours  and  relations  he  was  publicly  received 
into  the  Church.  Ever  since  his  baptism  he  has 
shown  great  anxiety  for  the  salvation  of  others. 
The  testimony  he  daily  bears  for  Christ  by  his  upright 
Christian  life  is  already  beginning  to  bear  good  fruit. 
Jusey  not  only  sells  the  Scriptures,  but  enforces 
their  truth  by  his  words.  In  one  Roman  Catholic 
village  the  people  flocked  round  him  and  began 
to  question  him  as  to  how  he  became  a  Christian; 
he  showed  them  the  Bible  and  said  :  "  This  is  the 
Book  which  has  led  me  to  become  a  Christian ;  come 
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and  buy  it,  and  you  will  know  more  of  your  religion 
than  you  know  now." 

A  Guarani  Indian's  Gratitude. 

Writing  from  Belen,  in  Paraguay,  Dr.  J.  W. 
Lindsay,  the  translator  of  the  Guarani  New  Testament 
says  :  "  I  enclose  £1,  a  contribution  just  given  me  by 
a  Guarani  Indian  named  Juan  Sotelo.  In  September, 
1908,  he  was  converted  at  our  mission  here.  Next 
month  he  returned  to  his  own  country  beyond  the 
Brazilian  frontier,  some  two  hundred  and  fifty  miles 
away.  In  his  bullock-cart  he  took  a  box  containing 
copies  of  the  Scriptures  in  Guarani,  Spanish  and 
Portuguese.  Now,  six  years  later,  on  his  return 
to  see  us  here,  he  tells  me  that  he  visited  all  the 
principal  farms  and  villages  within  a  radius  of  fifty 
miles  from  his  home  and  left  copies  of  the  Scriptures 
wherever  he  could,  until  he  had  disposed  of  his  whole 
stock.  Of  this  man,  a  Brazilian  once  said  to  me, 
'  You  ask  about  Juan  Sotelo  ?  Oh,  he  is  as  mad 
as  ever  ?  He  reads  the  Bible  to  everybody  that  goes 
to  his  house,  and  wants  everybody  to  get  a  Bible 
to  read ! '  Juan  wishes  me  to  forward  his  contri 
bution  to  the  Bible  Society,  in  gratitude  for  what 
the  Bible  has  done  for  himself  and  his  family  and 
his  neighbours." 

A  Hindi  Testament. 

A  missionary  in  Mirzapur  noticed  a  certain  pundit 
named  Kamswarup  attending  service  on  several 
successive  Sundays,  and  finding  that  he  was  far 
from  satisfied  with  his  own  shastras  and  religious 
practices,  presented  him  with  a  copy  of  the  New 
Testament  in  Hindi.  Ramswarup's  soul  was  thirsty  ; 
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he  drank  in  the  divine  message  eagerly,  and  was  not 
long  in  yielding  his  heart  to  Christ.  The  way  this 
Brahman  became  literally  saturated  with  the  teach 
ing  of  the  Epistles  was  remarkable.  Wherever  he 
went  he  took  his  precious  Testament  with  him, 
that  he  might  read  from  it  to  his  friends,  until 
people  began  to  ask  him  how  much  he  was  paid 
to  spread  Christianity.  Thank  God,  he  has  never 
received  a  pice ;  but  for  five  years  he  has  enthu 
siastically  sought  with  all  his  power  to  tell  forth 
the  good  tidings.  The  story  of  his  persecution,  of 
his  consistent  life,  of  his  wonderful  love  of  the 
Bible,  and  latterly  of  the  respect  shown  to  him 
by  Hindu  and  Moslem  alike,  would  fill  a  small 
volume.  His  latest  effort,  in  the  autumn  of  1914, 
is  the  starting  of  a  night  school  for  low-caste 
youths.  He  thanks  God  for  the  Bible  Society. 

The  Silent  Preacher. 

A  missionary  writes  from  Bombay :  "  In  my  short 
experience,  the  Bible  Society  has  been  found  to  be 
of  supreme  importance  in  missionary  work.  The 
Bible  is  the  silent  preacher  in  many  a  home  where 
the  missionary  has  no  access.  An  educated  young 
Brahman,  into  whose  hands  a  New  Testament  had 
fallen  long  before  our  coming  to  this  place,  was 
led  by  the  Spirit  of  God  to  know  its  contents ;  he 
sought  our  help  soon  after  our  arrival  here,  and 
by  patient  study  is  now  unquestionably  convinced 
of  the  truth  of  its  message  of  salvation  through 
Christ  our  Lord.  That  New  Testament,  it  may  be 
remarked,  was  borrowed  by  the  young  Brahman 
from  a  student,  who  received  it  as  a  present  from 
the  Bible  Society  while  at  college." 
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One  Indian  colporteur  describes  in  graphic  meta 
phor  the  effect  of  the  Scriptures  when  he  says  :  "  The 
Word  of  God  is  working  among  the  people  in  this 
district  like  white  ants."  In  the  island  of  Ceylon 
a  Tamil  missionary  came  upon  a  company  of  young 
men  who  were  talking  about  religion  and  discussing 
the  Scriptures  of  various  faiths.  They  were  all 
Hindus ;  but  when  one  of  them  attacked  the  Chris 
tian  Scriptures,  another  stoutly  championed  them. 
He  confessed  that  when  a  copy  of  the  Gospel  of 
John  had  been  offered  to  him  he  had  read  it,  and 
had  found  it  superior  to  anything  he  could  discover 
in  his  own  religious  books.  The  missionary  took 
opportunity  to  meet  him,  and  discuss  religion  with 
him,  at  the  same  time  leading  him  to  study  other 
parts  of  the  New  Testament.  After  some  months, 
the  young  man  professed  his  entire  belief  in  Christ, 
was  eventually  baptized,  and  is  now  living  and 
working  as  a  sincere  Christian. 

A  Station-master  in  Uruguay. 

In  Uruguay,  Colporteur  Iglesias  was  passing  last 
year  through  the  railway-station  of  Capilla  del  Car 
men,  and  conceived  the  idea  of  leaving  a  New  Testa 
ment  for  the  station-master.  Some  time  afterwards 
he  passed  that  way  again,  and  was  able  to  stop.  To 
his  surprise  he  found  the  station-master  intensely 
interested  in  this  Testament.  Snr.  Iglesias  pointed 
to  the  book,  which  had  evidently  been  used,  and 
asked  what  he  thought  of  it.  The  station-master 
at  once  declared  that  he  had  been  reading  it  very 
carefully,  and  that  he  desired  to  make  it  the  guide 
of  his  life.  He  added,  "  The  book  is  entirely  new 
to  me.  Someone,  I  do  not  know  who,  threw  it 
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out  of  the   train  :  I   had   never  heard  of  the  book 
before." 

A  Doctor  in  Manchuria* 

Here  is  a  testimony  from  the  Rev.  F.  W.  S.  O'Neill, 
of  the  Irish  Presbyterian  mission  in  Manchuria : 
"  Mr.  Kuo  was  a  successful  Chinese  doctor.  During 
the  Russo-Japanese  war  he  removed  for  safety  to 
Cheng-chiatun.  The  landlord  of  the  house  where 
he  lived,  a  venerable  devoted  Christian,  spoke 
to  him  of  the  Saviour  of  the  world.  But  Mr. 
Kuo  had  not  leisure  to  pay  much  heed.  When, 
however,  he  went  to  live  at  Sanchiangkou,  a  port 
on  the  Liao  River,  he  carried  with  him  an  Old 
Testament.  The  reading  of  this  book  opened  his 
eyes.  The  Confucian  Classics  spoke  of  God;  this 
book  was  clearer.  He  took  down  his  paper  gods 
— the  god  of  the  gate  and  the  god  of  the  fireplace 
— and  his  ancestral  shrine  was  put  aside.  Next 
year  he  bought  a  complete  Bible,  which  he  read 
constantly,  making  his  own  notes  in  the  margin. 
He  discovered  for  himself  that  the  prophets  foretold 
the  truth  and,  to  use  his  own  words,  that  '  Jesus 
is  the  visible  God,  and  God  the  invisible  Jesus.' 
Having  now  obtained  peace,  he  wished  to  provide 
a  temporary  chapel  in  his  little  town,  and  lent  a 
portion  of  his  own  house  gladly  and  freely.  Within 
two  years  Dr.  Kuo  and  nine  of  the  members  of 
his  family  have  been  admitted  by  baptism  into 
the  Christian  Church." 

Tne  Treasure  found. 

How  the  printed  Gospel  can  move  men's  hearts 
in  China  is  shown  by  the  following  testimony 

92 


Underwood  &   Underwood. 
ON  THE  OLD  WALL  AT  MUKDEN",  MANCHURIA. 


A  SWORD  BATHED  IN  HEAVEN 

from   the    Rev.    A.    Grade,    of    the    China    Inland 
Mission. 

"  At  a  little  hamlet  thirty  miles  south  of  my  centre,  country  folk 
meet  together  every  Sunday  to  worship  God.  The  work  commenced 
two  years  ago  through  the  visit  of  a  colporteur,  who  sold  the  Gospels 
to  a  young  man.  He  at  once  began  to  read  them,  and  very  soon  the 
Holy  Spirit  opened  his  heart  to  receive  the  truths  he  read.  Night 
after  night  he  would  sit  under  the  light  of  his  Chinese  lamp,  poring 
over  th«  Gospel  stories,  and  now  and  again  he  would  express  his 
feelings  in  Chinese  fashion  by  exclaiming,  '  I  have  found  a  treasure  1 
I  have  found  a  treasure  1 '  By  and  by  his  father,  constantly  hearing 
his  son  exclaim  thus,  asked  what  kind  of  a  treasure  he  had  found. 
1  Why,'  the  son  replied,  '  these  books  tell  me  that  there  is  a  living 
God  in  heaven  who  is  our  Father,  and  that  there  is  a  Saviour  for 
men,  who  can  save  us  from  our  sins/  As  the  father  listened,  he 
became  deeply  interested  in  the  Gospels  too.  Then  the  mother 
followed;  and  it  was  my  privilege  two  months  ago,  when  I  first 
visited  the  hamlet,  to  baptize  the  father,  mother,  daughter,  and 
daughter-in-law  as  well  as  several  others,  the  son  having  been 
baptized  already.  Thirty  people  have  all  become  interested  through 
this  young  man  who  bought  the  Gospels,  and  they  come  every 
Sunday  to  his  house  for  worship  and  reading  and  study  of  the 
Scriptures.  As  we  sat  round  the  table  in  that  well-filled  room, 
reading  and  expounding  the  truths  of  God's  precious  Word,  it  was 
Inspiring  to  see  with  what  lively  interest  they  listened.  They  have 
a  real  hunger  for  the  Word  of  God.  The  work,  as  far  as  I  can  judge, 
gives  great  promise,  and  it  has  all  grown  out  of  that  one  visit  of 
the  colporteur  selling  the  Gospels,  and  the  conversation  which 
followed  between  the  colporteur  and  the  young  man.  We  feel  very 
grateful  to  the  Bible  Society,  that  through  its  aid  the  indispensable 
work  of  the  colporteur  is  able  to  be  carried  on." 

After  Nine  Years* 

The  ministry  of  the  printed  Gospel  may  be  illus 
trated  by  an  incident  recently  related  from  personal 
experience  by  the  Eev.  W.  H.  Oldfield,  a  missionary 
of  the  Christian  and  Missionary  Alliance,  who  is 
stationed  in  the  city  of  Liuchow,  in  the  province 
of  Kwangsi,  South  China. 
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11  Some  nine  years  ago  an  older  missionary  and  I  took  a  seventy  days' 
trip  into  the  northern  part  of  Kwangsi  province  distributing  Gospels 
and  tracts.  One  day  we  reached  a  small  market-town  where  at 
first  no  inn  would  receive  us  or  permit  us  to  stay;  so  for  a  time 
we  placed  our  baskets  of  books  in  the  middle  of  the  street,  while 
my  companion  walked  up  and  down,  preaching  and  distributing 
the  Gospels.  I  took  a  seat  in  a  shrine  and  handed  out  the  books 
to  the  crowds  of  people  who  passed  by.  That  night  my  companion 
tried  to  speak  a  little  in  the  inn  to  the  people  who  gathered;  but 
the  crowd  grew  so  unruly  that  the  inn-keeper,  fearing  trouble, 
asked  us  to  retire  to  our  dingy  room  in  the  rear  of  the  building, 
and  let  the  people  disperse.  Next  morning  we  left  the  town,  feeling 
that  our  visit  to  that  place  had  been  almost  useless,  and  would 
bring  forth  no  fruit. 

"  Nine  years  passed  away.  Then,  one  morning,  during  prayers, 
there  appeared  a  stranger  at  the  chapel  door.  His  coarse  garments 
and  rustic  appearance  showed  plainly  that  he  was  from  the  country. 
Silently  he  stood  and  gazed  around  the  room  at  the  Christians 
gathered  for  worship,  while  the  broad  smile  that  lit  up  his  sun- 
browned  face  manifested  his  interest  in  what  was  taking  place. 
At  the  close  of  the  service  the  missionary  in  charge  went  down  and 
spoke  to  him.  Much  to  the  missionary's  astonishment,  he  found 
the  rustic  stranger  to  be  familiar  with  the  Gospel  story — St.  Peter, 
St.  James,  and  St.  John  were  familiar  names  to  him.  How  could 
this  be  ?  Sitting  down,  he  told  his  experience.  Nine  years  before, 
a  country  farmer  with  two  baskets  of  rice  swinging  from  a  pole 
on  his  shoulder  trudged  along  the  narrow  path  leading  to  the  nearest 
market-town,  where  he  wanted  to  exchange  the  produce  of  his  soil 
for  other  household  necessities.  Passing  through  the  crowded 
street  he  saw  a  missionary  surrounded  by  a  throng  of  people,  to 
whom  he  was  speaking  of  a  strange  new  God,  and  distributing 
literature  to  those  who  were  interested.  Pressing  to  the  front, 
he  secured  a  set  of  Gospels  and  a  few  tracts,  and  then  returned 
to  his  country  home. 

"  So  far  as  we  know,  that  farmer's  heart  has  never  been  touched 
deeply;  but  his  hired  labourer,  who  could  read  a  little,  began 
studying  the  Gospels  and  tracts.  In  his  leisure  time  this  labourer 
would  sit  for  hours  reading  with  delight  and  wonder  the  fascinating 
story  of  the  strange  Man  who  lived  in  Galilee.  Often  in  the  evening 
he  would  take  the  books  down  from  the  dusty  shelf  and,  by  the 
flickering  light  of  a  peanut- oil  taper,  would  read  on  into  the  night, 
until  he  was  overcome  by  sleep  and  the  book  fell  from  his  hands. 
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He  had  never  visited  Kweilin — the  capital  of  the  province  and  an 
important  mission  centre ;  had  never  seen  a  chapel ;  never  heard 
a  sermon ;  never  met  a  missionary  ;  and  although  he  had  heard 
that  there  was  a  Gospel  hall  in  the  city,  where  these  books  were 
read  and  explained,  he,  being  poor  and  his  home  lying  beyond 
the  mountains  some  four  days'  journey  distant,  had  never  been  able 
to  make  the  trip.  However,  the  more  he  read  the  Gospels  and 
tracts,  the  greater  was  his  desire  to  meet  the  missionary  and  hear 
for  himself  the  Gospel  story.  With  this  object  in  view  he  began 
to  save  his  cash  ;  and  while  others  in  the  neighbourhood  were  saving 
money  to  buy  their  coffins  in  preparation  for  death,  he  began  to 
put  by  his  cash  to  make  a  journey  in  search  of  life.  At  last  the 
desired  amount  was  saved,  the  longed-for  journey  accomplished, 
and  now  after  nine  years  of  waiting  he  has  come  in  contact  with 
a  missionary,  he  has  heard  the  wonderful  story,  and,  since  he 
understands  the  Gospel  so  well,  he  expects  to  be  baptized  at  the 
next  baptismal  cervice." 


"  For  the  Word  of  God  is  quick,  and  powerful,  and 
sharper  than  any  two-edged  sword,  piercing  even 
to  the  dividing  asunder  of  soul  and  spirit,  and  of 
the  joints  a*id  marrow,  and  is  a  discerner  of  the 
thoughts  and  intents  of  the  heart." 
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11  Stronger  than  steel 
Is  the  sword  of  the  Spirit; 
Swifter  than  arrows 
The  light  of  the  truth  it 
Greater  than  anger 
Is  love  and  subdueth. 

The  dawn  is  not  distant, 
Nor  is  the  night  starless; 
Love  is  eternal/ 
God  is  still  God,  and 
His  faith  shall  not  fail  us ; 
Christ  is  eternal  1 " 

H.  W.  LONGFELLOW. 

IN  the  early  years  of  last  century  one  of  the 
King's  Scottish  regiments  was  quartered  at  Edin 
burgh  Castle.  To  that  regiment  belonged  certain 
grave  and  God-fearing  officers,  who  had  a  curious 
custom  ;  every  evening  after  mess,  they  drank  this 
standing  toast :  A  clean  sword  and  a  dirty  Bible. 

Those  officers  were  not  afraid  of  fighting  ;  they 
had  faced  death  many  a  time.  But  because  they 
were  veteran  soldiers,  they  understood  that  war 
must  always  be  terrible — even  war  at  its  best.  And 
because  they  were  Christians,  they  knew  that  killing 
men  can  never  be  other  than  an  awful  duty.  And  so 
they  desired,  if  possible,  to  keep  the  sword  undrawn. 
Yet  if  it  must  be  drawn,  they  prayed  that  it  should 
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always  serve  the  stainless  cause  of  honour,  that  it 
should  only  flash  in  the  sunshine  to  keep  covenants 
sacred,  to  guard  the  innocent  and  to  protect  the  weak. 
That  was  their  ideal  of  a  clean  sword. 

Again,  by  a  dirty  Bible  the  officers  meant  a  Bible 
whose  leaves  are  thumbed  and  frayed  with  constant 
use.  Surely  the  man  who  loves  that  Book  as  he 
ought  to  love  it  must  be  handling  it  often  and  search 
ing  it  diligently :  the  marks  on  its  pages  will  betray 
how  much  he  reads  it.  Let  us  thank  God  whenever 
we  see  a  dirty  Bible  of  this  kind.  Let  us  ask  God 
to  forgive  us  if  our  own  Bibles  are  sinfully  and 
shamefully  unsoiled. 

So  we  begin  to  find  rhyme  and  reason  in  the  quaint 
old  toast  which  couples  together  a  clean  sword  and  a 
dirty  Bible.  It  is  the  second  which  secures  the  first. 
For  the  Bible  is  the  fountain  of  chivalry  and  honour. 
And  the  Bible  is  the  only  effectual  and  enduring 
antidote  to  strife  betwixt  man  and  man,.  The  New 
Testament  brims  over  with  mercy  and  forbearance 
and  longsuffering.  It  utterly  forbids  us  to  cherish 
bitterness,  or  to  take  revenge  for  personal  injuries. 
It  quenches  envy  and  jealousy  in  the  heart.  It 
kindles  us,  indeed,  with  the  fire  of  unselfish  wrath 
against  those  who  are  enemies  of  peace  and  goodwill ; 
yet  even  that  wrath  remains,  as  Milton  called  it,  "  a 
sad  and  unwilling  anger."  The  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ 
wages  war  against  the  evil  passions  which  are  the 
seeds  of  war,  and  carries  the  secret  of  the  crowning 
victory  of  righteousness  at  last.  And  therefore,  in 
proportion  as  our  Bibles  are  soiled,  our  sword-blades 
will  be  stainless.  When  all  men  have  dirty  Bibles, 
they  will  have  clean  swords  as  well — neither  will 
they  learn  war  any  more. 
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God's  Book  was  never  so  sorely  needed  as  it  is 
to-day,  when  half  the  nations  of  the  earth  are  in 
the  throes  of  furious  conflict.  Those  Christians  who 
hate  war  most  passionately  will  surely  be  the  most 
ardent  advocates  and  champions  of  the  Bible  Society. 

The  Book  and  the  Purse* 

The  Bible  Society's  claim  for  help  can  be  stated 
very  simply  and  briefly. 

.Any  ordinary  publishing  house  which  issued  more 
than  ten  million  volumes  in  a  year  might  be  expected 
to  show  a  handsome  annual  profit.  The  Bible  Society, 
however,  exists  not  to  make  profits,  but  to  make 
God's  Book  the  cheapest  and  the  most  accessible  book 
that  is  printed.  As  a  rule,  it  charges  some  nominal 
price  for  the  Scriptures — because  under  normal  con 
ditions  ordinary  people  are  far  more  likely  to  prize 
and  read  a  book  which  they  have  spent  even  a  small 
coin  to  purchase.  This  policy  of  common  sense  is 
thoroughly  endorsed  by  the  most  experienced  and 
devoted  missionaries,  who  understand  the  mischief 
and  the  futility  of  broadcast  free  distribution.  A 
British  officer  in  the  trenches  had  to  rebuke  an 
excited  recruit  who  was  firing  wildly :  "  Not  one  in 
fifty  of  your  bullets  finds  its  billet."  "  Yes,  sir,"  said 
the  soldier,  "  but  anyhow  they  get  away  from  here." 
Well,  we  cannot  be  content  to  hear  that  vast 
quantities  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  have  been 
scattered  wholesale :  we  try  to  secure,  so  far  as 
is  humanly  possible,  that  each  copy  goes  into  the 
hands  of  a  reader.  The  great  bulk  of  the  Bible 
Society's  books  are  cheap,  popular  editions  ;  and  their 
prices  in  any  country  are  fixed,  not  by  what  the 
edition  costs  to  produce,  but  by  what  the  humblest 
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class    of    readers    in    that    country    can    afford    to 
pay. 

The  result  is  that  out  of  every  sovereign  which  the 
Society  spends  in  producing  and  circulating  the 
Scriptures,  ahout  7s.  4d.  conies  back  to  it  as  the  result 
of  sales.  The  more  volumes  we  sell,  the  more  money 
we  lose. 

It  will  be  worth  while  to  repeat  here  a  few  concrete  examples — 
familiar  to  many  of  our  friends — which  illustrate  how  this  policy 
works  out  in  practice.  The  cheapest  edition  of  Shakespeare's  com 
plete  works  ever  issued  in  England  was  priced  at  Is.,  in  paper  covers. 
Our  Society  sells  an  English  Bible  bound  for  6d.,  and  another  in 
large  print  for  10d.,  while  a  School  Bible  in  admirably  clear  type  may 
be  had  for  Is.  More  than  ten  million  copies  have  been  sold  of  the 
Society's  Penny  English  Testament.  It  cannot,  however,  be  stated 
too  emphatically  that  these  popular  editions  are  produced  under 
conditions  of  labour  which  are  scrupulously  guarded.  The  heavy 
loss  entailed  by  their  publication  at  such  low  prices  is  borne  by 
the  Society's  funds. 

In  France,  in  Italy,  and  in  Germany  the  Society's  cheapest  Bible 
is  sold  for  about  Is.,  which  also  involves  a  loss  on  each  copy.  The 
same  is  true  as  to  the  Society's  6d.  Dutch  Bible,  which  is  by  far  the 
cheapest  book  published  in  South  Africa. 

It  is  in  the  mission  field,  however,  that  the  widest  differences  occur 
between  the  actual  cost  of  producing  the  Scriptures  and  the  prices 
at  which  they  are  sold.  A  few  definite  cases  will  make  this  clear. 
In  each  of  the  great  languages  of  India  the  Society  publishes  a 
Bible  at  Is.,  the  cost  of  production  varying  from  Is.  8d.  to  3s.  New 
Testaments  in  India  are  sold  uniformly  at  4d.,  though  the  cost 
price  varies  from  5d.  to  Is.  2d.,  the  average  being  about  8d.  Single 
Gospels  are  sold  uniformly  at  £d.,  their  cost  varying  from  £d.  to  Id. 

In  Madagascar  a  Bible  which  costs  about  Is.  8d.  to  produce  is 
sold  at  Is.  In  Japan  a  New  Testament  which  costs  7  sen  to  print 
and  bind  may  be  bought  for  5  sen — that  is,  l£d. ;  while  a  Japanese 
Bible  is  sold  for  6d.  In  China  the  wages  of  a  common  coolie 
amount  in  many  provinces  to  no  more  than  6d.  or  7d.  a  day.  A 
well-bound  Chinese  Bible,  which  costs  over  2s.  to  produce,  is  sold 
for  6d.  A  Chinese  New  Testament  in  an  excellent  format  is  sold  for 
2d.,  while  cheaper  copies  can  be  had  for  Id. 
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Eager  for  the  Scriptures. 

Yet  even  such  nominal  prices  as  these  are  too 
dear  for  some  impoverished  folk.  In  Paraguay, 
where  disturbance  and  distress  abounded  last  year, 
some  working-men  were  so  eager  for  a  Bible  that 
they  clubbed  together  to  purchase  a  copy.  In 
China  a  missionary  met  one  inquirer  who  had 
sold  certain  of  his  Confucian  books  to  buy  a  New 
Testament.  In  Canada  a  colporteur  passed  some 
settlers  felling  timber,  who  had  no  money  and 
were  miles  away  from  home ;  but  they  had  just 
killed  some  game  and  gladly  gave  a  rabbit  for 
one  book  and  a  partridge  for  another.  In  the 
Transvaal,  at  one  of  the  mines  on  the  Rand  a 
native  brought  back  to  the  colporteur  a  Bible  which 
he  had  previously  purchased.  He  said  that  he 
had  been  troubled  because  he  had  bought  it  with 
money  won  by  gambling — money  which  he  said  was 
"  not  clean " ;  moreover,  he  had  bought  it  for  his 
mother,  who  had  taugh't  him  that  gambling  was 
wrong.  So  the  colporteur  kept  it,  while  he  went 
to  get  "money  that  was  clean."  In  the  Orinoco 
valley  our  Bible-seller  found  people  in  bitter  poverty 
but  very  anxious  for  the  Scriptures,  so  that  he 
had  to  reduce  the  price,  besides  giving  many  copies 
away.  The  Society's  servants  have  full  discretion 
to  present  a  volume  free  to  any  person  they  meet 
who  can  read,  and  seriously  desires  to  read  the 
Gospel,  but  is  destitute  of  a  coin  to  purchase  it. 

Free  Gifts* 

Moreover,  each  special  emergency  or  calamity 
becomes  for  the  Bible  Society  a  special  opportunity. 
"We  have  seen  how  generously  it  is  providing  for 
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the  armies,  the  wounded,  and  the  captives  in  the 
present  war.  But  this  tremendous  crisis  only 
exemplifies  on  a  vast  scale  what  the  Society  is 
doing  systematically  every  year,  and  all  over  the 
world — for  children  in  orphanages,  for  patients  in 
hospitals,  for  lepers  in  asylums,  for  criminals  in 
prisons,  for  folk  dwelling  in  regions  smitten  by 
flood  or  famine  or  plague  or  earthquake :  to  all 
these  it  gives  the  Scriptures  with  a  free  and  ready 
hand. 

For  Students  in  India  and  China* 

For  many  years  it  has  been  the  regular  custom 
of  the  Bible  Society  to  offer  the  Scriptures  to  all 
students  at  the  five  Universities  of  British  India — 
Calcutta,  Madras,  Bombay,  the  Punjab,  and  Alla 
habad.  When  we  realize  that  the  University  of 
Calcutta  alone  has  more  undergraduates  than 
Oxford  and  Cambridge  put  together,  we  begin  to 
estimate  the  importance  of  this  distribution.  Each 
Indian  student,  when  he  enters  college,  is  offered  a 
copy  of  the  four  Gospels  and  the  Acts ;  half-way 
through  his  course,  he  is  asked  to  accept  the  New 
Testament ;  and  when  he  has  graduated,  the  Society 
endeavours  to  arrange  that  he  shall  leave  with  the 
Bible  in  his  hands.  Students  are  allowed  to  select 
for  themselves  the  version  which  they  prefer,  but 
almost  invariably  they  choose  English.  During  1913 
no  fewer  than  9,000  volumes  were  thus  distributed 
among  Indian  students  as  gifts  from  the  Bible 
Society,  and  in  1914  the  number  rose  to  10,800 
volumes — each  of  which  was  definitely  applied  for 
by  its  recipient. 

These   volumes    are   carried    away   to   homes   far 
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scattered  among  the  towns  and  villages  of  India, 
and  their  message  finds  entrance  into  many  hearts 
and  lives  hitherto  unreached  by  any  human  mis 
sionary  of  the  Cross.  That  the  books  are  appreci 
ated  is  evident  not  only  from  the  thanks  from  the 
recipients,  but  from  the  oft-repeated  statement 
accompanying  the  request  of  a  student :  "  I  saw 
my  friend's  Bible,  and  I  want  one." 

For  the  last  hundred  years  a  system  of  Government 
education  has  been  at  work  in  India  which  has  no 
sort  of  moral  or  religious  basis.  There  is  consider 
able  ground  for  hope  that  in  the  near  future  the 
Christian  Church  will  be  more  strongly  represented 
in  Indian  Universities  than  it  has  been  hitherto ;  and 
it  is  not  unlikely  that  in  the  new  residential  Univer 
sities  of  Patna,  Dacca,  and  Rangoon  there  will  be 
Christian  colleges  reflecting  the  best  traditions  of 
the  ancient  Universities  of  Great  Britain. 

The  Bible  Society's  policy  of  placing  the  Scriptures 
as  a  gift  in  the  hands  of  students  in  the  East  has 
now  been  extended  to  the  Universities  of  China. 

Economy  in  War-time. 

When  war  broke  out  the  Committee  of  the  Society 
made  instant  preparations  to  weather  the  storm. 
Our  agents  abroad,  not  less  than  the  staff  at  home, 
responded  promptly  and  loyally  to  the  summons. 
Notwithstanding  the  strain  of  the  year,  and  the 
immense  number  of  books  sent  out  as  special  war- 
grants,  the  Society's  EXPENDITURE  was  brought  down 
by  most  stringent  economy  to  £268,648. 

Comparing  this  with  the  Society's  total  INCOME, 
£286,734,  the  twelve  months'  working  left  a  DEFICIT 
of  only  £1,914.  When  we  take  account  of  the 
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difficulties  which  have  been  conquered  and  the 
demands  which  have  been  satisfied  during  this  last 
terrible  and  momentous  year — a  year  without 
parallel  in  living  men's  experience — we  can  only 
praise  God  humbly  and  fervently,  because  His  own 
right  hand  has  guided  us  and  His  holy  arm  has 
carried  us  through. 

Some  Typical  Donations* 

Among  the  multitude  of  contributions,  we  have 
only  space  to  mention  here  a  few  typical  gifts 
received  during  this  last  year. 

With  the  approval  and  aid  of  the  Archbishop  of 
Abyssinia  the  Bible  Society  has  just  established 
[  for  the  first  time  a  depot  at  Adis  Ababa.  To  defray 

the  cost  of  this  new  depot  a  generous  friend  of 
the  Society  in  London  has  given  a  special  donation 
of  £500. 

Three  Welsh  ladies,  who  desire  to  remain  anony 
mous,  have  provided  funds  for  making  the  necessary 
plates  with  which  to  print  the  whole  of  the  Welsh 
Old  Testament  in  Braille  type  for  the  blind.  Mr. 
David  Morgan,  of  Cardiff,  has  undertaken  to  defray 
the  cost  of  doing  the  same  for  the  New  Testament. 
Thus  the  complete  Welsh  Bible  will  now  be  printed 
<  and  published  in  Braille  type  by  our  Society.  Apart, 

however,  from  the  initial  expense  of  making  the 
plates,  each  of  the  thirty-nine  volumes  will  cost 
the  Society  from  2s.  to  3s.,  and  will  be  sold  for  Is. 
The  whole  of  the  Scriptures  will  thus  be  brought 
within  the  reach  of  the  Welsh-speaking  blind. 

A  friend  of  our  Society  across  the  Atlantic  is 
supporting  a  Biblewoman  in  India,  in  memory  of 
his  wife.  He  writes :  "  I  think  a  living  epistle  is 
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more  to  be  desired  than  a  stone  monument ;  I  know 
that  she  had  the  cause  of  the  women  of  India  very 
much  at  heart." 

Members  of  "  The  Bible  and  Prayer  Union "  sup 
ported  last  year  in  connexion  with  our  Society  seven 
colporteurs  in  China,  two  in  Korea,  and  two  in 
Japan. 

A  Chinese  Offertory. 

A  touching  account  of  a  Bible  Sunday  offertory 
made  for  our  Society  by  the  Miao  and  other  abo 
riginal  tribesmen  in  Yunnan  comes  from  the  Rev. 
A.  G.  Nicholls,  of  the  China  Inland  Mission.  It 
is  only  seven  years  ago  that  the  first  Gospel  was 
printed  in  the  language  of  the  Miao,  while  the 
evangelization  of  the  Lisu  and  Laka  aborigines  is 
of  still  more  recent  date.  The  self-sacrifice  of  these 
new  converts  is  an  unanswerable  testimony  to  the 
wonderful  work  that  has  been  wrought  in  their 
hearts.  It  may  be  added  that  their  gifts  came  from 
people  who  were  face  to  face  with  scanty  supplies 
and  dear  food.  The  following  is  taken  from  Mr. 
Nicholls'  letter  : — 

"  This  year  it  occurred  to  me  that  we  might  have  a  Bible  Sunday, 
so  two  or  three  months  ago  our  mission  out-stations  were  asked 
about  it.  They  all  consented,  but  I  made  it  clear  that  this  was 
to  be  a  free-will  offering,  and  that  folks  could  give  as  they  pleased. 
I  also  carefully  explained  that  the  money  would  be  spent  in  helping 
to  provide  the  Scriptures  for  those  still  in  darkness.  It  was  im 
possible  for  the  Miao  to  go,  but  not  impossible  for  them  to  send. 

"  On  the  last  Sunday  in  the  fourth  moon  (May  24th,  1914)  the 
offering  was  made  in  each  of  our  fourteen  out-stations.  Then  on 
the  first  Sunday  in  the  fifth  moon  all  the  deacons  brought  the  money 
into  Sapushan,  when  our  church  here  added  its  offerings.  At  the 
close  of  an  address  on  the  work  of  the  Bible  Society,  I  had  the 
amounts  written  upon  a  large  blackboard,  and  the  result  came  to 
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a  total  o!  78,000  cash  or  $60  (over  £5).  None  were  more  surprised 
than  the  Miao  themselves ;  a  chorus  of  '  0 !  01'  went  round  the 
church,  and  it  was  clear  to  them  that  many  drops  make  a  pool. 

"  The  Hwa  Miao  are  poor,  they  live  in  huts,  and  till  the  poorest 
land ;  but  we  are  glad  of  the  grace  of  God  which  has  prompted 
such  a  hearty  contribution.  May  the  Lord  use  their  offering.  One 
girl  said  to  me,  '  Teacher,  I  have  no  money,  but  here  are  four  eggs.1 
Others  brought  maize,  barley,  wheat  and  buckwheat. 

"  Some  of  our  out-stations  are  two,  three  and  four  days'  journey 
distant,  so  it  meant  for  some  who  were  present  eight  days'  travel — 
as  well  as  two  or  three  days  here — all  at  their  own  expense. 

"  Some  Gospels  in  other  languages  were  arranged  round  the  pulpit, 
and  caused  much  interest.  That  Sunday  we  had  170  baptisms." 

From  Friends  at  Home* 

From  Brighton  an  aged  friend  writes  this  touch 
ing  letter:  "Having  been  helped,  and  still  here, 
though  very  frail,  I  feel  I  must  venture  to  send 
you  £10  for  the  dear  old  Bible  Society.  It  seems 
to  be  needed  everywhere  ;  and  the  reduced  incomes 
and  demands  on  all  sides  are  so  perplexing  that 
some  subscribers  may  fail — so  I  enclose  a  cheque 
for  that  amount." 

From  Monmouthshire  a  lady  writes :  "  I  enclose 
two  spade-guineas,  coins  which  were  bequeathed  to 
my  mother,  not  to  be  spent  unless  she  wanted  bread ; 
so  I  send  them  for  the  Bread  of  Life." 

Two  sisters  send  £8  from  "  refunded  Income  Tax," 
with  "  earnest  prayer  for  God's  blessing  on  the  Bible 
Society  at  this  critical  time." 

A  "  very  poor  Irish  widow "  in  Dublin  encloses 
5s.  with  the  words,  "  Such  a  small  contribution ; 
but  it  represents  not  a  little  self-sacrifice." 

From  St.  Leonards-on-Sea  "a  well-wisher"  sends 
3s.,  with  the  words,  "  I  have  only  £28  per  annum, 
but  I  am  so  thankful  so  much  is  being  done  to 
give  the  soldiers  the  Word  of  God." 
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An  Old  Age  Pensioner  sends  a  guinea  from  Tun- 
bridge  Wells,  with  these  touching  words  :  "  I  must 
tell  you  how  I  managed  to  save  this,  now  I  am 
too  old  for  work.  I  saved  sixpence  every  week 
out  of  the  Old  Age  Pension  money,  only  giving 
God  back  a  little  mite  of  His  own,  and  He  multi 
plies  it  back  to  me  again." 

In  a  certain  Hertfordshire  town  our  local  secretary 
received  a  collecting  box.  It  came  from  an  old 
bedridden  woman  and  her  daughter — who  supports 
her  mother  and  herself  by  doing  fine  laundry-work. 
The  box  contained  fifty-six  threepenny-pieces,  two 
sixpences,  and  this  note  which  we  print  literatim : 

"  Please  excuse  the  small  peaces  of  money  but 
we  found  out  that  god  was  more  plese  with  silver 
than  copers  so  we  promised  he  should  have  all  the 
threepeny  peaces  that  come  in  our  way.  We  are 
very  poor,  but  we  give  them  freely  for  his  dear 
name." 

German  Sympathy* 

No  feature  in  the  war  has  been  more  grievous  to 
English  Christians  than  the  hostility  which  it  has 
created  between  the  religious  and  theological  life 
of  England  and  Germany.  It  is  the  more  encourag 
ing  to  receive  from  Berlin  this  letter  from  one  of  the 
best-known  directors  of  German  foreign  missions  : — 

"  I  ask  to  be  allowed  to  join  your  work  by  a  yearly  contribution, 
which  for  this  year  you  will  find  enclosed.  The  deeper  the  gulf  is 
which  now  separates  England  and  Germany,  the  less  we,  German 
Christians,  will  and  may  forget  God's  blessings  bestowed  on  us  by 
the  work  of  English  Christians,  and  quite  particularly  of  your  Bible 
Society.  God  grant  that  soon  the  day  may  come  on  which  we, 
purified  by  the  Lord's  holy  judgment,  may  again  join  hands  like 
brothers,  to  do  His  works  according  to  His  will.1 
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A  German  missionary  in  Madras  wrote  in 
November,  1914  :  "  I  am  sending  you  to-day  Rs.  10, 
which  we  made  up  here  for  the  Bible  Society's 
blessed  work,  for  which  we  are  praying.  It  is  a 
small  gift  we  can  send  you  in  this  time,  in  which 
we  are  feeling  life  full  of  troubles,  in  the  trying 
position  we  are  placed  in  just  now.  But  we  would 
rather  starve  than  forget  the  Bible  Society." 

Here  in  England  we  are  not  starving,  though  the 
great  war  casts  its  shadow  across  every  home  and 
tells  upon  every  purse.  People  of  all  sorts  and 
conditions  are  worse  off ;  and  they  will  suffer  more 
yet  before  the  war  ends.  Englishmen  are  bracing 
themselves  to  endure  and  overcome  whatever  trials 
may  confront  them.  This  is  the  time  of  our  lives 
to  prove  how  much  faith  and  courage  and  fortitude 
and  self-denial  we  really  possess.  Now,  when  every 
one  feels  bound  to  retrench,  multitudes  of  Christian 
people  have  quite  made  up  their  minds  that,  what 
ever  else  is  impoverished,  the  cause  of  Christ  shall 
not  be  straitened  ;  whatever  else  they  give  up,  they 
will  not  desert  the  Bible — or  the  Bible  Society. 
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NOTICE  RESPECTING  REMITTANCES. 

Subscriptions  and  donations  are  received  at  the  Bible 
House,  146,  Queen  Victoria  Street,  London,  E.G.  ;  also  at 
the  Society's  Bankers,  THE  BANK  OF  ENGLAND,  Threadneedle 
Street,  E.G.,  and  WILLIAMS  DEACON'S  Bank,  Limited,  20, 
Birchin  Lane,  E.G.  ; — advice  being  sent  to  the  Secretaries  at 
the  Bible  House.  Cheques  (crossed  on  the  Bank  of  England), 
Bankers'  Drafts,  and  Post  Office  Orders  (on  the  General  Post 
Office)  should  be  made  payable  to  The  British  and  Foreign 
Bible  Society,  and  addressed  to  the  Secretaries. 


Letters  containing  Orders  for  Books  are  requested  to  be 
addressed,  prepaid,  to  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society, 
146,  Queen  Victoria  Street,  London,  E.G.  The  Society's  Dep6t 
is  open  from  9  a.m.  to  6  p.m.,  the  Offices  from  9  a.m.  to 
5  p.m.  On  Saturdays  the  Dep6t  and  the  Offices  close  at  1  p.m. 
The  Bible  House  is  closed  on  the  usual  public  holidays. 


FORM   OF   A   BEQUEST  TO   THE   SOCIETY. 

I  bequeath  the  sum  of  Pounds  sterling 

free  of  Legacy  Duty  to  "THE  BRITISH  AND  FOREIGN  BIBLE 
SOCIETY,"  instituted  in  London  in  the  year  1804,  to  be  paid  for 
the  purposes  of  the  said  Society  to  the  Treasurer  for  the  time 
being  thereof,  whose  Receipt  shall  be  a  good  discharge  for  the 
same. 
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Mr.  Chas.  E.  Bowen, 
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Rev.  F.  H.  Spencor, 

WJumganui,  Ne-w  Zealand. 
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14,  College  Street,  Toronto. 


113 


BRITISH  AND  FOREIGN  BIBLE  SOCIETY 


Home  District  Secretaries  and  Assistants 


Bev.  James  Thomas, 
Bible  House,  London. 

Bev.  W.  B.  Bowman,  B.A., 
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super-Mare. 
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Bev.  W.  G.  Boberts,  M.A., 
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Bev.  A.  Wellesley  Jones,  B.A.,  B.D., 
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Bev.  H.  Starmer, 
45,  Thorpe  Road,  Norwich. 


JMr.  Bobert  F.  Crosland,  J.P.,  F.R.G.S., 
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*  Previously  in  the  Society's  service  from  1888  to  1902. 
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SUMMARY 


THE  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  exists  for  one  single  object — 
to  supply  every  man  with  the  Holy  Scriptures  in  his  own  mother- 
tongue.  It  concerns  itself  solely  with  circulating  that  Book  which  is 
the  charter  of  Christ's  Church  throughout  all  the  world.  And  in  this 
aim  it  unites  Christians  of  almost  every  communion. 

In  the  first  weeks  which  followed  the  outbreak  of  war  a  heavy 
burden  fell  upon  those  responsible  for  the  finance  and  oversight  of 
foreign  missions.  The  Committee  of  the  Bible  Society  took  prompt 
measures  to  safeguard  its  position  and  to  limit  its  liabilities  at  home 
and  abroad,  while  they  pledged  themselves  that  nothing  really  vital 
to  its  enterprise  should  be  withheld.  As  one  result  of  that  policy 
we  are  able  to  report  a  year  of  progress  beyond  all  precedent. 

The  Year  1914-15. 

The  Society's  issues  now  to  be  reported  reached  last  year  the 
wonderful  number  of  10,162,418  copies  of  the  Scriptures.  This 
astonishing  result  is  made  up  of  855,481  Bibles,  1,803,047  New 
Testaments,  and  7,503,885  smaller  volumes,  each  comprising  at  least 
one  complete  book  of  Holy  Scripture.  Compared  with  the  issues 
announced  a  year  ago,  this  shows  an  increase  of  over  1,200,000 
copies.  It  is  true  that  the  number  of  Bibles  has  diminished  by  more 
than  150,000;  on  the  other  hand,  Testaments  have  increased  by 
528,000,  and  smaller  portions  by  827,000.  Such  unprecedented 
figures  are  swollen  by  our  large  war  distribution,  while  they  also 
reflect  the  eager  demand  for  Gospels  in  the  Far  East. 

At  the  Society's  annual  meeting  in  1900,  it  seemed  wonderful  to 
announce  for  the  first  time  issues  which  exceeded  5,000,000  volumes. 
It  is  instructive  to  note  that  the  number  of  Bibles  sent  out  then  was 
almost  as  large  as  it  was  last  year;  but  the  Testaments  now  are 
nearly  half  as  many  again,  while  the  smaller  portions  are  two  and 
a  half  times  as  numerous  as  they  were  then.  The  vast  expansion  in 
our  issues  has  mainly  consisted  of  popular  editions  of  Gospels  and 
Psalters  in  many  tongues,  which  are  sold  at  nominal  prices  all  over 
the  mission  fields  of  the  world. 
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Of  the  editions  which  the  Society  sent  out  in  1914,  quite  2,000,000 
books  were  in  English  or  Welsh,  which  find  readers  as  a  rule  within 
the  British  Empire.  That  this  figure  is  more  than  700,000  above  the 
corresponding  total  for  1913  is  chiefly  due  to  distribution  among 
British  soldiers. 

Two-thirds  of  the  Society's  total  issues  are  printed  abroad,  for  the 
most  part  in  the  countries  where  they  are  read. 

The  total  issues  by  the  Society  since  its  foundation  have  exceeded 
263,000,000  copies  of  the  Scriptures,  complete  or  in  parts.  Of  these 
more  than  90,000,000  have  been  in  English. 

The  Work  at  Home. 

Of  last  year's  total  issues,  2,002,658  volumes  were  in  English, 
Welsh,  Gaelic,  or  Irish,  and  circulated  mainly  in  the  British  Empire. 
This  number  is  631,473  above  the  figures  for  1913-14.  Of  the 
English  Penny  Testament,  in  its  new  and  improved  edition,  433,956 
were  issued — as  compared  with  200,781  in  the  previous  year — making 
a  total  of  10,317,596  during  the  last  thirty  years.  The  Scriptures 
issued  last  year  in  English  included  117,138  copies  of  the  Society's 
6d.  Bible ;  74,440  copies  of  the  lOd.  Bible ;  and  88,290  copies  of  the 
"  Ionic "  Is.  School  Bible.  The  total  included  14,620  Bibles  and 
5,527  Testaments  in  the  English  Revised  Version — as  compared  with 
1,935,163  Bibles,  Testaments,  and  Portions  in  the  English  Authorised 
Version. 

In  order  to  assist  and  increase  the  circulation  of  the  Bible  in  our 
own  country,  especially  in  places  which  are  not  reached  by  ordinary 
booksellers,  the  Committee  grant  special  colportage  terms  to  all 
societies  and  institutions  which  regularly  carry  on  the  sale  of  the 
Scriptures  by  colportage  among  the  poor  in  England  and  Wales. 

In  England  and  Wales  the  Society  spent  over  J67,440  last  year, 
mainly  in  grants  of  Scriptures — free  or  at  greatly  reduced  rates — to 
the  schools  and  home  missions  of  nearly  every  Christian  Communion, 
and  to  all  the  varied  agencies  of  religious  and  philanthropic  activity. 

Almost  all  the  English  and  Welsh  institutions  for  befriending  the 
blind  obtain  the  Scriptures  which  they  require  from  the  Bible  House, 
at  less  than  half  the  cost  of  their  production. 

Students  at  Theological  and  Missionary  Colleges,  who  need  such 
assistance,  received  last  year  as  gifts  355  Old  Testaments  in  Hebrew 
and  614  New  Testaments  in  Greek.  The  Society  also  presents  out 
going  missionaries  with  Bibles  or  Testaments  in  the  vernaculars  of 
the  fields  in  which  they  are  to  labour. 

The  London  Biblewomen  and  Nurses  Mission  is  affiliated  to  the 
British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society.  Since  the  founding  of  this 
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mission  by  Mrs.  Kanyard,  the  Bible  Society  has  contributed  alto 
gether  ^635,305  to  its  funds.  Last  year  the  Bible  Society  made  a  grant 
of  £425  towards  the  maintenance  of  112  Biblewomen,  who,  during 
the  year  ending  Deo.  81st,  1914,  sold  1,709  copies  of  the  Scriptures 
among  the  poor  living  in  the  mean  streets  of  London. 

Translation  and  Revision. 

The  Society's  historical  list  now  includes  versions  in  FOUR 
HUNDRED  AND  EIGHTY-SEVEN  distinct  forms  of  speech.  These  include 
the  complete  Bible  in  129  languages,  besides  the  New  Testament  in 
118  more. 

These  versions  are  printed  at  about  fifty  different  places,  and  in 
sixty  different  sets  of  characters.  Over  a  hundred  and  twenty  new 
languages  and  dialects  have  been  added  to  the  list  since  the  present 
century  began. 

In  embossed  type  for  the  blind,  the  Society  has  already  helped  to 
provide  the  Scriptures  in  thirty-five  different  languages. 

The  Society's  expenditure  last  year  for  translating,  revising,  print 
ing,  and  binding  the  Scriptures  was  £129,062. 

The  Partner  of  Missions. 

The  foreign  missions  of  almost  every  Eeformed  Church  draw  sup 
plies  of  Scriptures  from  the  Bible  Society.  These  are  sent  out,  car 
riage  paid,  to  the  remotest  mission  stations,  on  such  terms  that 
practically  no  charge  falls  on  the  exchequer  of  the  missions  which 
receive  and  circulate  the  books.  In  every  field  the  missionaries  are 
our  most  enthusiastic  helpers  and  our  most  grateful  friends,  testifying 
to  the  indispensable  assistance  which  they  thus  obtain. 

From  the  Bible  Society  the  Church  of  England  obtains  almost  all 
the  Scriptures  required  for  its  foreign  missions. 

The  Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel  in  Foreign  Parts  has 
procured  Scriptures  from  the  Bible  Society  in  eighty  languages. 
The  Church  Missionary  Society  has  used  one  hundred  and  fifteen 
different  translations  which  come  from  the  Bible  House.  The 
Universities'  Mission  to  Central  Africa  obtains  from  the  same  source 
all  the  versions  which  it  uses.  Equally  important  help  is  rendered 
to  the  Melanesian  Mission,  and  to  the  South  American  Missionary 
Society. 

Nonconformist  Foreign  Missions  also  obtain  the  bulk  of  all  the 
Scriptures  they  use,  directly  or  indirectly,  from  the  Bible  Society. 

It  furnishes  the  London  Missionary  Society  with  the  Scriptures  in 
fifty-nine  different  languages,  and  Methodist  Missions  in  different 
countries  with  ninety -seven  versions.  Presbyterian  missions 
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throughout  the  world  use  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  of  its  versions. 
It  published  the  Kongo  New  Testament  for  the  Baptist  Missionary 
Society,  and  also  supplies  many  Baptist  mission  stations  in  China, 
India,  and  Jamaica.  The  China  Inland  Mission  and  other  undenomi 
national  societies  obtain  from  the  Bible  Society  practically  all  the 
editions  of  the  Scriptures  which  they  use. 

The  enterprises  and  triumphs  of  Christian  Missions  are  creating  as 
many  new  and  imperious  claims  upon  this  Society — which  has  never 
refused  to  publish  a  duly  authenticated  version  of  the  Scriptures  in 
a  new  tongue.  Each  new  tribe  evangelized,  each  fresh  language 
reduced  to  writing  and  grammar,  each  new  convert  baptized,  means 
a  new  claim  for  help  from  the  resources  of  the  Bible  House — help 
which  is  most  gladly  given,  on  such  terms  that  it  creates  no  charge 
upon  the  funds  of  the  Mission  which  is  aided  thereby 

In  Foreign  Lands* 

The  Society  maintains  depots  in  nearly  a  hundred  of  the  chief 
cities  of  the  world. 

It  employs  1,200  native  Christian  colporteurs  who  were  continu 
ously  at  work  throughout  the  year  1914,  supervised  by  the  Society's 
foreign  agents  or  its  missionary  friends.  In  spite  of  many  hindrances, 
due  to  the  war,  the  sales  by  these  colporteurs  reached  the  unpre 
cedented  total  of  5,000,000  copies  of  the  Scriptures. 

It  supports  about  500  native  Christian  Biblewomen,  mainly  in  the 
East,  in  connexion  with  missions  in  Eastern  lands. 

The  Society's  total  expenditure  on  colporteurs  and  Biblewomen 
during  1914  amounted  to  JE44,469. 

War  Distribution. 

During  the  first  ten  months  of  the  great  war  the  Society  has 
supplied  two  million  Testaments,  Gospels,  and  Psalters — for  sick 
and  wounded  soldiers  and  sailors ;  for  prisoners  of  war,  refugees 
and  aliens  ;  as  well  as  for  the  troops  of  all  nationalities  engaged  in 
hostilities.  These  books  have  gone  out  in  between  twenty  and 
thirty  different  languages,  and  in  a  dozen  different  countries. 

Auxiliaries* 

At  the  end  of  March,  1915,  the  Bible  Society  had  4,980  Auxiliaries, 
Branches,  and  Associations  in  England  and  Wales.  In  connexion 
with  these,  during  the  previous  twelve  months,  8,838  meetings  were 
held,  and  3,080  sermons  were  preached,  on  behalf  of  the  Society. 

Outside  the  United  Kingdom  the  Society  has  over  3,000  Auxiliaries 
and  Branches,  mainly  in  the  British  Colonies.  Many  of  these  carry 
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on  Bible  distribution  vigorously  in  their  own  localities,  besides  sending 
generous  annual  contributions  to  London. 

Last  Year's  Expenditure* 

The  total  payments  for  the  past  year  have  been  £268,648. 

When  war  broke  out,  the  Committee  made  instant  preparation  to 
weather  the  storm.  Our  agents  abroad,  not  less  than  the  staff  at 
home,  responded  promptly  and  loyally  to  the  summons. 

The  translation  and  publication  of  the  Scriptures  have  not  been 
curtailed  ;  they  cost  £1,639  more  than  in  1913,  and  £6,914  more  than 
in  1912.  On  colportage,  as  fewer  men  were  employed,  the  Society 
has  spent  564,576  less.  Other  expenses  connected  with  foreign 
agencies  were  cut  down  by  £3,534,  and  the  home  expenditure  was 
reduced  by  £484.  Altogether,  the  Society  spent  £6,650  less  in 
1914-15  than  in  1913-14. 

Receipts* 

The  Income  last  year  sank  to  £266,734— a  decrease  of  £8,713. 
When  we  scrutinize  the  main  items,  we  find  that  the  sales  of  the 
Scriptures  yielded  £99,093 — a  decrease  of  £3,147.  Donations  paid  in 
London  fell  by  £1,181.  Legacies  have  produced  £59,164.  Following 
the  usual  practice,  £57,665,  being  the  average  of  receipts  from  legacies 
during  the  last  seven  years,  has  been  taken  into  income — the  balance, 
£1,499,  being  carried  into  the  Legacy  Equalization  Fund. 

During  the  year,  £6,162  has  been  sent  to  the  Bible  House  by 
donors  who  desire  to  remain  anonymous. 

Contributions* 

The  contributions  from  Auxiliaries,  &c.,  at  home  and  abroad  have 
amounted  to  £85,074,  which  is  £4,616  less  than  in  the  previous  year, 
1913-14.  We  especially  regret  that  the  receipts  from  Auxiliaries  in 
England  and  Wales  shows  a  falling  off  of  £4,134. 

We  note  that  last  year  £297  was  collected  for  the  Society  in  the 
Russian  Empire ;  £308  in  France  ;  £326  in  Germajiy  and  Austria ; 
£122  in  Italy ;  £144  in  Spain  and  Portugal ;  £119  in  Egypt ;  and 
£464  in  W^esb  Africa.  In  spite  of  the  war  £1,964  came  from  South 
Africa,  and  £3,276  from  India  and  Ceylon — both  amounts  showing  a 
slight  increase.  From  China  has  come  £780,  and  £223  from  Japan 
and  Korea;  £345  was  raised  in  South  America,  and  £191  in  the 
West  Indies. 

The  Canadian  Bible  Society,  with  its  multitude  of  Branches, 
raised  last  year  for  all  purposes  £25,500  ;  of  this  fine  total,  £7,100 
was  expended  in  colportage  within  the  Dominion,  while  a  net  sum 
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of  £5,373  (over  £1 ,000  less  than  in  1913-14)  was  contributed  to  our 
Society's  enterprise  in  foreign  lands.  The  Australian  Auxiliaries 
have  raised  altogether  £10,678 ;  out  of  this,  £4,301  was  expended 
locally,  leaving  £6,377  for  the  Society's  general  work — thus  more 
than  doubling  the  Australian  contribution  for  1913-14.  Gifts  from 
New  Zealand,  after  deducting  local  expenditure,  reached  £1,718 — an 
increase  of  over  £400.  The  Hibernian  Bible  Society  sent  £1,766. 

Thus,  comparing  the  Society's  total  INCOME,  £266,734,  with  its 
total  OUTLAY,  £268,648,  the  twelve  months'  working  has  left  a  DEFICIT 
of  only  £1,914.  When  we  take  account  of  the  difficulties  which 
have  been  conquered  and  the  demands  which  have  been  satisfied 
during  this  terrible  and  momentous  year — a  year  without  parallel  in 
living  men's  experience — we  can  only  praise  God  humbly  and 
fervently,  because  His  own  right  hand  has  guided  us  and  His  holy 
arm  has  carried  us  through. 

Obituary* 

During  the  past  twelve  months  death  has  removed  seven  of  our 
Vice-Presidents :  Bishop  Moorhouse,  first  of  Melbourne  and  after 
wards  of  Manchester,  whose  name  had  been  nearly  forty  years  on 
the  list;  Bishop  Tucker,  formerly  of  Uganda;  Bishop  Royston, 
formerly  of  Mauritius ;  Dr.  W.  Aldis  Wright,  the  eminent  Cambridge 
scholar ;  Sir  Francis  F.  Belsey,  the  friend  of  the  Sunday  School ; 
Canon  R.  Bruce,  whose  name  is  bound  up  with  the  Persian  Bible ; 
and  Sir  David  Hunter,  K.C.M.G.,  who  became  a  Vice-President  only 
last  year. 

The  Committee  have  also  mourned  the  death  of  Mr.  Hermann 
Koenigs,  who  had  been  one  of  their  colleagues  since  1897. 

The  Staff. 

After  thirty-nine  years  of  devoted  and  distinguished  service,  first 
in  Southern  Russia  and  then  at  Berlin,  Mr.  M.  A.  Morrison  has 
retired  from  his  position  as  agent  for  Central  Europe. 

Mr.  George  M.  Franck,  formerly  of  the  C.I.M.,  has  been  appointed 
a  sub-agent  in  China. 

To  the  keen  regret  of  all  his  colleagues  at  the  Bible  House,  where 
he  has  served  for  more  than  twenty  years,  the  Rev.  Harry  Scott  has 
been  compelled  by  ill-health  to  resign  his  post  as  Assistant  Home 
Secretary. 

After  four  years'  excellent  service,  the  Rev.  D.  Eurof  Walters  has 
resigned  his  post  as  District  Secretary  for  South  Wales  and  Mon 
mouthshire,  and  the  Rev.  W.  Crwys  Williams  has  been  appointed  aa 
his  successor. 
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WHERE  DOES  THE  BIBLE  SOCIETY  GET  ITS  INCOME? 

The  answer  to  this  question  may  be  succinctly 
given  thus : 

During  the  year  1914-15  each  sovereign  which  the 
Society  received  was  made  up  as  follows :  7s.  3  jd. 
came  from  sales  of  the  Scriptures  ;  IJd.  came  from 
the  sale  of  magazines  ;  4s.  4Jd.  was  contributed  by 
by  Auxiliaries  at  home ;  2s.  OJd.  was  contributed 
abroad ;  4s.  3|d.  came  from  legacies  ;  Is.  6Jd.  came 
as  subscriptions,  and  donations,  paid  in  direct  to 
the  Bible  House ;  while  3|d.  came  from  dividends. 

HOW    DOES   THE    BlBLE    SOCIETY    SPEND    ITS    INCOME? 

Here  is  the  answer  reduced  to  its  simplest  terms : 
During  the  year  1914-15  each  sovereign  which  the 
Society  expended  was  laid  out  in  the  following 
proportions :  9s.  7Jd.  went  towards  translating, 
revising,  printing,  and  binding  the  Scriptures ; 
3s.  2Jd.  went  to  maintain  warehouses,  depots, 
and  sub-depots  abroad,  and  to  pay  freight  and 
carriage  of  the  Scriptures ;  3s.  3|d.  went  to  main 
tain  colporteurs  and  Biblewomen ;  Is.  8d.  was  spent 
on  the  salaries  and  travelling  expenses  of  foreign 
agents  and  sub-agents;  7£d.  was  spent  on  Bible 
House  administration,  salaries,  repairs,  rates,  taxes, 
insurance,  postage,  etc. ;  9d.  was  spent  on  the 
Home  Organization  Staff,  including  District  Secre 
taries  ;  5£d.  was  spent  in  producing  reports,  maga 
zines,  etc.  ;  4Jd.  was  spent  on  allowances  to  old  and 
disabled  servants  at  home  and  abroad. 
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THE   BIBLE   SOCIETY  RECEIVED  DURING  THE 
YEAR  ENDING  MARCH  31sT,  1915: 

From  sales  of  the  Scriptures  issued  from  the 
Bible  House,  London,  to  trade  depdts, 
Auxiliaries,  missionary  societies,  etc.  ...  ,£33,024 

From  sales  of  the  Scriptures  abroad 64,319 

£97,343 

From  sales  of  magazines 1,750 

Contributed  by  Auxiliaries  at  home         58,343 

Contributed  abroad 26,731 

Legacies           57,665 

Subscriptions,  donations,  etc.,  paid  at  the  Bible 

House       20,741 

Dividends         - 4,161 


TOTAL  RECEIPTS          £266,734 
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THE   BIBLE   SOCIETY  EXPENDED  DURING  THE 
YEAR  ENDING  MARCH  31sT,  1915: 

PRODUCTION  : 

Translating,    revising,    printing,    and    binding   the 

Scriptures £129,062 

DISTRIBUTION  : 

Warehouses,    depots,    and    sub-depots    abroad,   and 

freight  and  carriage  of  the  Scriptures          ...         ...  43,127 

Maintaining  colporteurs  and  Biblewomen  ...         ...  44,468 

Salaries  and  travelling  expenses  of  foreign   agents 

and  sub-agents 22,284 

Bible    House    administration,    salaries,    repairs,    rates, 

taxes,  insurance,  postage,  etc.  8,420 

Home      Organization      staff,      including      District 
Secretaries  10,091 

Reports,  magazines,  etc.          ...  6,082 

Allowance  to  old  and  disabled  servants      5,114 

TOTAL   EXPENDITURE         £268,648 
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The  Bible  in  the  World 

A  Monthly  Magazine  of  the  Bible  Society.    Illustrated,  id. 
Annual  volumes,  cloth,  is.  6d. 

The  Bible  Society  Gleanings 

A  Monthly  Magazine  for  villagers  and  young  people.    Illustrated,  %d. 
Annual  volumes,  cloth,  gilt  sides  and  edges,  is.  each. 

The  Annual  Report  for   1914-15 

Paper  cover,  to  non-subscribers,  is. 

The  Book  and  the  Sword 

The  Society's  Popular  Illustrated  Report  for  1914-15. 
Sixteen  full-page  inset  illustrations.    Boards,  is.  post  free. 

The  History  of  the  British  and  Foreign 

Bible  Society 

By  WILLIAM  CANTON.  With  Portraits  and  Illustrations.  The 
second  part  of  the  History,  1854-1904,  is  in  three  vols. 
IDS.  each  net.  The  first  two  vols.,  1804-1854,  may  also 
be  had.  los.  each  net.  The  complete  set  of  five  volumes, 
£2  2s.  net.  Published  by  Mr.  John  Murray,  Albemarle  Street, 
W.  To  be  had  of  all  Booksellers,  or  from  the  Bible  House, 
146,  Queen  Victoria  Street,  E.G. 

Letters  of  George  Borrow  to  the  British 

and  Foreign  Bible  Society 

Published  by  direction  of  the  Committee.  Edited  by  T.  H.  DARLOW. 
Price  7s.  6d.  net.  Hodder  &  Stoughton,  London,  New  York, 
and  Toronto. 

Historical     Catalogue     of    the     Printed 

Editions  of  Holy  Scripture  in  the   Library  of  the 

British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society 

Compiled  by  T.  H.  DARLOW,  M.A.,  and  H.  F.  MOULE,  M.A.  In 
two  vols.,  8vo.,  large  paper,  bound  in  dark  blue  buckram,  top 
edges  gilt.  Vol.  I.,  English,  published  in  1903.  Vol.  II.,  Other 
Languages  (1,850  pp.,  bound  in  three  parts),  published  in  1911. 
Only  500  sets  printed,  of  which  450,  numbered  and  signed, 
were  for  sale  in  England  and  America.  The  subscrip 
tion  price  of  the  last  200  sets  has  been  raised  to  £3  35.  net 
for  the  complete  work  (volumes  not  sold  separately).  Only 
loo  sets  now  remain  unsold.  To  be  obtained  at  the  Bible 
House,  146,  Queen  Victoria  Street,  E.C. 
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